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SHEWING 


That the ſureſt Way for 4 Nation to in- 


creaſe in Riches, is to prevent the Importati- 
on ↄf ſuch Foreign Conimodities as may be 
fais d ar Home. , 


That this Kingdom i is capable of raiſin within 
itſelf, and its "Colonies, Materials for emp oying all 
our Poor in thoſe Manufactures, which we now 1m4 
port from ſuch of our OI . refuſe the 
Admiſſion of ours. 


Some Account af the Commodities each Coutitry we 


trade with takes from us, and what we take from them 5 
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7; the Reader; 


HE printing the following Diſ- 
courſe was not with a Deſign to 
publiſh i it, much leſs to preſume 

to preſent 1 it to the King, but to put a few 

of them into the Hands of ſome of the 

Miniſters of State, and other great Men, 

to ſhew the Wounds our Trade and Manu- 

facturies have received; and thoſe-Reme- 
dies which may very ſoon and eaſily be ob- 

tained; that they might repreſent them 
to our Legiſlators, = have it in their 

Power to make us a rich and Houriſhing 

8 | 

Alter 1 had Jeleered a few of them, 1 
underſtood by ſome great Perſons; that a 

Diſcourfe upon Trade would he very ac- 
ceptable to the King, who' Was pleaſed 

with every Opportunity of demonſtrating 

his Care and Affection for his people; and 
that it would alſo be acceptable to the 

Queen and Prince. 

It was much to my Satisfaction that 
had torich'd: upon a Subject fo agreeable to 

their Sentiments; I thought it therefore 
my Duty to preſent this Treatiſe to their 

Royal Rnd : 

--—i * got abroad that! had writ a Diſ- 

4 courſe 


7 the Reader. 


court upon! the Trade and Navi gation of 
Great-Britam, 2nd was informed if I did 
not permit it to be publiſhed, it would fall 
iato ſuch Hands who might print it and al- 
ter my Senſe and Intention. And asitwas 
the Sentiments of thoſe Perſons who had 
read it, that publiſhing i it would give Gen- 
tlemen an Opportunity to ſee how foreign 
Nations grow rich by the Employment we 
give their Poor, while. many of our own 
are deſtitute, aud in a miſerable Condition, 
I therefore conſented to its Publication, 
I muſt confeſs the Poverty and Neceſſi- 
ty in which J have ſeen the Poor in ſeveral 
Parts of the Kingdom has touch d me ve- 
ry ſenſibly, and I have ſpent a great deal of 
my Time from the Service of my Family 
to find gut Methods for promoting ſo pub- 
lick a Bleſſin 50 as turning the Employment 
we give the P por of foreign 1 to 
our Own. 
If this ſmall Perforn mance of mine-can 
* any way contribute thereto, it will be a 
| great Satisfatti that I have gone my! pu 
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I to be hoped it 210 not 
that they are ſo often mentioned, becauſe if . 


"THE 


PREFACE 


0 ME Perſons of Diſtinction in the 
late Reipns having deſired that I would 
give my Thoughts an Naval Stores, and 

divers other Subjefts in Trade, I wrote © 


my Sentiments thereupon, ſome of which are 
contained in the following Tract. It is not 


therefore fo be expetfed, that a Diſcourſe 
wrote upon ſo many Occaſions, and at diſtant 


Times, wil bear reading like one 7 72 ä 
purſued, but will be interſperſed wit 


Re Pe we 
titions, if they are not taken in different Views 
according to the Subjedt treated on; and as theſe 
Repetitions are chiefly upon ſuch weighty Mat. 


ters as Materials for —_— 75 _ > 17 
eemed a Fault 


they ſhould eſtape the Reader's Notice in one 
Place, another may gain his Attention. 

Each Subject is put into.a diſtinf Chapter, 
that the Reader may turn to ſucb as he pleaſes; 
and thoſe who do not care to read them thorough, 
may turn to the Concluſion, where the — 


ud ſome Mention. made of the chief” Heads AA 


what 


- 
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what is more particularly treated in the ra. 
ive Chapters; and alſo the Arret of the 
French King of the 27th of January 1726, by 
which they will ſee the Care that Nation takes 
to improve their Commerce: And it was up- 
on the Sight of that Arret, which was pub- 
I:ſhed — he Daily Courant, that ſome Mer- 
chants, and other Gentlemen, perſuaded me 
zo print ſome 22 which I had formerly 
written on the Subject of Trade, to try whe- 
ther this Example of the French might not ex- 
cite ſome publick Spirits to enter into the Con- 
ftderation of the many Advantages which might 
accrue to this Nation, by a prudent Regula- 
tion of our Trade, and of our Foreign Settle- 
ments, and to repreſent and recommend the 
fame to the Care and Protection of the Go- 
Vernment. LO 8 CO 
As I have had Occaſion to diſtonrſe of ma- 
ny Subjetts in Trade, and more particularly 
td enlarge on that of our Plantations, and the 
great Profit this Nation might draw from 
them, theſe Papers have ſwell d beyond my 
Expettation : If therefore the Reader ſhoutd 
think I may have been prolix, or ſhould not 
perhaps agree in the ſame Sentiments with 
me, 1 hope, however, that he will put the 
moſt favourable Conſtruction upon my good In- 
 Fentions, and be aſſured that I had no other 
Deſign but his Information, and the publick 
Good, in which I deſire to he a Sharer with 
bim; and if he can add any Thing towards 
Carrying on {0 neceſſary a Work, I hope he 


4 
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ill have the Goodneſs to communicate his 


The PR E FAC E. 
Thbonghti with the ſame Freedom I have dnss 
minus. | „ , 3 
The Profits our Plantations may yield as, 
by raiſing Hemp, Flax, Sith, Iron, Pot. aſb, 
Ke. may not perhaps be ſet in fo clear 4 
Light as they would bear, nor the Methods 
laid down how to proceed regularly thereon, 
but that may ſoon be done, if we find great Men 
will engage themſelves in the Work, and make 
per wwK——Ü ms 
The Spaniards and Portugueſe have no other 
Source of their Riches but their Colonies, their 
Wines and Fruits with which they ſupply Eng- 
land, Sc. excepred ; and the they buy the 
Manufafures of all Nations in Europe to 
tranſport thither (having none of their own) 
we ſee what a mighty Treaſure is brought into 
thoſe Kingdoms, and how rich and powerful 
they are made thereby. If they draw ſuch 
Riches from their Mines, and Merchandize 
0 diſpoſed of, what. a boundleſs Wealth might 
be brought into this Kingdom, by ſupplying our 
Plantations with every T hing they want, and all 
manufactured within our ſetves ; but more eſpe- 
cially if Encouragement was given to ſuch Mul- 
titudes of People who are uneaſy under their 
preſent Circumſtances in the ſeveral Parts of 
Europe, and would be glad tobe under the free 
Government of Great Britain. | 5 
Numbers of People have always been eſtecm- 
ed the Riches of 4 State, and as our Colontes 
0 Carolina, Virginia, Sc. are the moſt defira- 
leo any in America for Latitude, Air, Soil, 
and navigable Rivers, and lye ſo commudionſly 
Jer rorreſpouding with Europe, they will un- 
of 4 2 doubt ediy 


mere 
doubtedly draw vaſt Numbers of People t6 
Settle there, which would not only preſerve t9 
as the Mines contained in the Appelachean 
Hills, but alſo ſecure the Frontiers of Caroli- 
na againſt the Incroachments of the Spaniards 
From Ft. Auguſtine, as well as thoſe of the 
French upon the River Canada. | 
Several Paragraphs have been inſerted in 
the publicł News Papers, ſhewing the Appli- 
cation of fome Foreign Princes for promoting 
the Manufattures andTradeof their reſpettive 
Dominions; and it would no leſ become us tobe 
As diligent in enquiring into ſuch Matters. 
But Concerns of this Nature muſt firſt be eſpou- 
ſed by great Men who have Power and Influence 
to ſ ut others on the Work; and the Nation is 
gre: thy obliged to a noble Lord, who, notwith- 
ſtanding the high Station which he has ſo long 
and f0 worthily filled, is ready to lend his Time 
and Attention to ſuth Gentlemen who have any 
Thing to Communicate for promoting our 
Trade, Manuufactures and Colonies. | 
We are indeed very happy in the Conſtitution 
- of our Legiſlature, who have made many ex- 
cellent Laws for, ſecuring our Liberties and 
Properties. but we fear our Parliaments have 
Sometimes been miſled when Matters retating to 
Trade have been brought under their Conſidera- 
tion; for as the two Houſes conſiſt of ſo great 
2 Number of Noblemen and Gentlemen, whoſe 
= Education has been quite different from the 
- Study of ſuch Improvements as night be made 
4 . by Manufattures and Commerce, it is not to 
be expected that they ſhould form a right Fudg- 
ment therein without having Matters — 
LE : 55 
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ment of thrir own. © 
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n 
to Trade explained unto them. I was therefore 
willing to contribute my beſt Endeavours to 
ſer thoſe Things in as clear a . 7 as I was ca- 
pable, that the Members of both Houſes might 
plainly ſee, the improving and encouraging our 
Manufattures, Commerce and Plantations, is 
improving and enlarging their dun Eſtates 
and as Commerce flouriſhes, Lands riſe in Va- 
lue; and as the Inhabitants of Towns and Cities 
increaſe, conſequently the Conſumption of Pro- 
viſions, which is the Support of the Landed In- 
tereſt; and doubtleſs as Gentlemen come to ſee, ' 
that in the turning the Wheel of Commerce they 
muſt have their Share of the Profits, thry will 
ſoon find how neceſſary it willbe for promoting 
their own Intereſt to put their Hands to ſo good 
a Work. Indeed hitherto it muſt be confeſſed 
moſt of our Improvements both at home and a- 
broad, have been projected and ſet on Foot by 

private Per ſons, with very little Encourage- 
ment from the Publick, except in Queen Eliza- 


beth' r Time; whereas our Neighbours have had 


the Happineſs of great Men and Miniſters of 
State to aſſiſt them, not only iu improving their 
infant Undertakings, but in aſſiſting them with 
Money to carry them on, which has enabled 


them to out-do us in many TR to the great 


Prejudice of our Commerce, aud the Advance- 
It ts wonderful, that fo. many fine Engliſh 
Gentlemen, who have travelled over France, 
Italy, Sc. capable of giving a large Account 
of. the Rarities of tho 7 Countries, andof their 
0 are yet Strangers to the Trade of 
arts, and the Advantages they might 
es 11 have 


have collected thence for the Good of their 
Country. I muſt confeſs very little has been 
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muſt be admitted, that the greateſt Part of the 
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writ to put them upon thoſe Enquiries; and it 


will be much to my Satisfattion, if any Thing 
Have been able to offer in the following Trea- 
tiſe may have ]eight enough to incite them to 
fo laudable and profitable an Inſpection, that 


fo their great Expence and Travels may not be 


thrown away upon theGaieties of thoſe Nations, 


but that they may alſo inform themſetves of 


their political Maxims and Rules, by which 
their great Men have raiſed themſelves, and 
made their Names bonourable to ſucceeding Ce- 
neratious fur ſome valuable Improvements they 
Have gain d to their Country. 


I know it has been a received Notion by many 
Perſons, that it has been below the Character 
of 4 Gentleman to become a Merchant or Tra- 


der; but this Notion never obtain'd with Wiſe 
Men: The fate Lewis XIV. was fo apprehen- 
ſtve that it might injure the Trade and Mer- 


chandize of his Kingdom, that to cure his Fan- 


 faflicks of that Diſtemper,and that it ſhonld not 
derogate from the Honour of any Nobleman or 
Gentleman tn his Kingdom to tranſatt in thoje 
: Afaazrs, be ſhewed particular Marks of Fa- 
 weur to ſuch as diſtinguiſhed their Genius for 


Trade and Merchandize, and the ſame has been 


done in Piedmont, and other Principalities in 
Italy, /o that even Counts or Earls have become 


Faoricators in the Silk Manufatture. 


It has indeed been a common Notion with 
. ſome, that Trade can never thrive under an ab- 


ſolute monarchical Government; and tho it 


ade 


Ts , 
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7 ad- of the World was eſtabliſhed and car- 


ried on to a great Height in free Cities before it 


began in Monarchies, (as we ſee that the free 
Cities of Phænicia enjoyed it long before the Iſ- 
raelites came out of Egypt, and were grown 2 
rich aud 1 by their Trade and Navi- 
gation, that Joſhua could not conquer Tyre, Si- 
don, and ſeveralother Cities,) Hef we muſt not 
from thence conclude, that it will never become 
conſiderable any where but in Republicks ; for 
eee, wiſe Princes came to ſee into the 
fruitful Womb of Trade, and in thoſe ancient 
Times, Solomon in particular, made a very 
great Progreſs therein, tho it is plain be did 
not bel and much of the practical Part there- 
himſelf,. and therefore he entered into 4 
ric Amity and Correſpondence with the Ty- 
rians to gain the Art of Trade and Navigation 
from them : And as he comprehended every 
Thing, tis no Monder that he got into the Se- 
crets of Merchand;ze, and that by his Fleet, 
and his Land Traffick by Caravans, he heap'd 
up ſuch immenſe Riches which he gain d by the 


Indian Trade. Alexander the Great had al/d 


the Advantage of Trade in View, to which 


End, after the Deſtrufion of Tyre, he built 


the famous City of Alexandria in Egypt, by 
which Canal the Goods of India were conveyed 
into the Mediterranean, andthoſe of Europe 10 
India, from whence his Succeſſors in Egypt drew 
a prodigious Treaſure ; for Ti ſaid Prolomy 
Eulates received Seven Millions and an * 
from thence early. 
N. the Be nin of the Empire of Rome, 
their great — JPrang from their Con- 
2 | queſts, 


Trade of the free 
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queſts, and the vaſt riches and Tributes. they 
drew from ſeveral Parts of their Domi 
nions: But when they got Poſſeſſion of Egypt, 


they began to think of à more ſure and peace- 


able Way, which was by all Manner of Arts 


and Care ta augment their Trade, wherein 
they ſucceeded ſo well, that the great Trade 


carried on between the Indian and Mediterra- 


nean Seas, brought them in vaſtly more than 
any of the Egyptian Kings ever received be: 
fore them. | | Y 

But when the Goths and Vandals overturn- 


ed the Roman Empire, that Commerce thro 


the Red-Sea, by Alexandria, ceaſed, and was 
afterward carried on by Way of Trebezon, 
Damaſcus and my, hich zucreafed the 

ztzes or States of Venice, 
Genoa, Piſa, Sc. and thoſe Goods were not 
only vended in all the Countries bordering up- 
an the Mediterranean, but were ſent to Eng: 


land, Germany and the Netherlands, and all 
over the Baltick, which gave Encouragement 


to the Traffick of Bruges, where the Commo di- 
ties of the North, as Corn, Naval Stores, &c. 
were lodg d in the Summer, and where thoſe 


Ships took in the Commodities from the Le: 
| vant back again to the Hans-Towns, and thoſe. 
Ship that _ the Levant, tranſported 

the Northern 


| oods from Bruges, into the 
Mediterranean. 5 


* This Traffick rendered thoſe Citizens im- 
menſely rich, and made them . grow above 
their Buſmefs, and thereupon this Trade was 
removed to Antwerp. which grew ſo rich 


and oppulent, that fhe became the Mie, 
. r i e : 2 EAA 24 N | 
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of Europe i Trade, and continued it till tbs 
Duke D' Alva's Time, after which the Per ſe- 
cution begun by him, drove away the People, 
ame to Amſterdam, and other Cities of the 
United Provinces, which laid the Founda- 
tion of that flouriſhing and gary . Repub- 
lick; others fled to England, and eſtabliſhed 
the Woollen Mauufactury, and were received 
by Queen Elizabeth, with the utmoſt En- 
couragement, and we have felt the Benefit 
of their ſettling among us ever ſince. 

1 mention this to ſhew Trade will not re- 
main long in any Place where it meets with 


 Coldneſs and Indifferency, but thoſe Govern- 


ments which embrace it with the greateſt 
Cheerfulneſs, and give it the moſt Encou- 
ragement, ſhall have it. | 

In the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and al/o 


of 2 tbe Fourth of France, there ſeemed - 


tobe a ſurprizing —_— for improving Trade, 


Manufactures and Navigation in England and 


France, whether from Emulation or a bene vo- 
tent Inclination in thoſe Princes to promote the 


Welfare and Proſperity 5 their Fubjects, I 
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„ 
Henry the Fourth of France did indeed on- 
ders for that Kingdom, by ſettling the Silk, 


 . Linnen, and other Manufacturer, all which 


» 


have been happily improv'd by the Care of the 
memorable Mon ſ. Colbert, who under the late 
Lewis XIV. has not only eſtabliſhed every 
thing that remained imperfect, but alſo gain- 
ed by Art and Management, not only Fiſheries 
and Plantations, hut a Proſpect of every other 
Improvement ; by which Means that Prince 
was able to maintain a War againſt the moſt. 


powerful Confederacy that ever has been form'd 
in the ſe latter Times, to ſurround his Kingdom 


and Frontiers with the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes in 
the World, to maintain an Army of above Three 


hundred thouſand Men during two long Wars, 


and to diſpute the Dominion of the Seas againſ? 
the united Powers both of England and Hol- 


land; an Expence ſuppoſed-to be three times 


as large as ever that Kingdom was capable of 
ſuſtaining before, _ 
The Example of Lewis the Fourteenth ſo 
far opened the Eyes of the Princes of Europe, 


that moſt of them have put the ſame Methods 


in Practice, and the Emperor of Germany, 
Czar of Muſcovy, and ſeveral other Princes, 
fee the Way to make themſelves more con ſidera- 
ble, is to eſtabliſhßh Mauufactures where their 
re ſpective Dominious produce Materials for 
carrying them on. And we ſee that thoſe Ma- 
nufatiures and Trade have enabled them 10 
raiſe greater Revenues from their Subjects. 
Vpon this Baſis is founded the Power and 


Strength of thoſe Empires that begin to make 
| Jo great a Figure iu Europe : How much the 


Engliſh 
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Engliſh Commerce, by the Conſumption of the | 
Manuufactures of thoſe Countries, has coatri- 


buted thereto, is worth enquiring into. *Tis 


certain, Princes who make ſearch after able 


Men to regulate aud improve their Trade, will 


carry it away from thoſe that diſregardor ne- 


glect it. We ſee that ingenious and HE 
Prince, the Duke of Savoy, tho he has ſo ſinal 

aTerritory, and as it were but that one valua- 
ble Commodity of Silk produced in it, has, by 
encouraging his Subjetts in the Cultivation 


thereof, ſi much increas d and improv'd his Re- 
venues, that *tis ſaid he is now able to maintain 
an Army of thirty thouſand Men better, and 
with more Eaſe to his Subjects, than he could 


heretofore maintain ten thouſand. 
But we have ſeen one Inſtance in our Time, 

ſurpaſſing what was ever attempted before by a- 

ay Prince for the improvement of his Country 


and his People in the Perſon of the late Czar of 


Muſcovy, a great and abſolute Prince, who left 


incognito /zke à private Gentleman thro a good 


part of Europe, to pry into the Arts and Induſtry 
practi ſed by the more ciuviliz'd Nations, for the 
gaining of Riches aud Power, aud condeſtended ſd 


far as to turuMechanick, and work himſelf with 


bis own Hands, at ſeveral Trades, eſpecially 
that of Ship-building, that he might make himſelf 


Maſter of the Myſtery and Skill requiſite in 


ſuch Works, and be able eſfectually to carry the 


fame home to bis own Country; to which End 


alſo he ſpared no Coſt to engage the beſt Artizans 


75 every kind to ſettle in his Dominions, whi- 
ber be alſo tranſported the Arts and Sciences, 


K — 


his own Kingdoms and Grandeur, and travelled 


, 


and * 
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and every thing needful to ſet up profitable Ma. 


 #ifattures, and cultivate his own unpoliſh'd 
People, and ſet them upon ng. R:ches by 
Trade, whzich he had found to 

'of Wealth and Power in England, Holland, and 
their neighbouring Nations, and we ſee how 


e the chief Source 


great aProgreſs he made therein in à ſhortT ime, 


and that he has left a Miniſtry no leſs ſedulous 
F0carry on his noble Deſeons, © 
As Materials are the firſt Principles and 
Foundation of 'Manufattures; and as the Silk 
and Linnen are eſteemed as profitable as the 


Moollen; I am thoroughly pen ſaded the Me- 


thods herein 3 will render the raiſing 
theſe Materials both practicable and eaſy in our 


own Dominions ; and ſo very cheap, that it gives 
ur afair Proſpectof outdoing any Nation of Eu- 
rope in carrying them on; which, with proper 


Care to regulate ſuch Undertakings, will unite 


all his 277 Dominion into one Intereſt, by 


- ſettling ſuch a Circulation off Commerce among 


them, that one part ſhall be dependant on the o- 
ther, and every part neceſſary to ſupport the 


whole, and more to the Advantage of every 
Particular, and all get _—— ch a Circula- 
tion of Trade, than they could h 


ave done by any 
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CHAP. 1. 


_ Share of the Trade 77 rhe Natieg, Wh > the ** Bua | 
the Time of William the Conqueror to the Acceſſion +4 | 
Queen Elizabeth, In her Time Plantations diſcover d; 


ſome Settlements begun; Trade opened to Turkey, Mau. 
covy, Sc. Manufatures improved and encouraged by 
2 2 


K: © *, %s 5 
a . 


H E Engl 2 Nation romnined 3 in a the 
ſame State, reſpecting Trade and Navigation, 
from the Time of 72 lham the Conqueror to 
the Acceſſion of Queen Elizabeth to the 

Crown of England, which then conſiſted chiefly in 

tranſp fading Tin; Lead, Wool, ſome Leather, Iron, 
and other Productions ſufficient to purchaſe what fo- 

reign Commodities they wanted. PL 
ing Edward the Third was the firſt Prince from the 

Conqueſt to his Time, that we find, took any Notice 

of Trade; for in the Parliament held at Veſiminſter in 

x 338, the Tranſportation of Wool out of the = 


04 


dom was prohibited ; and for the Encouragement of 
foreign Cloth- workers and other Manufacturers to 
come and ſettle here, a great many Privileges were 
granted, and an Allowance from the King till they 
were fixed in a competent way of — and it was 
enacted, that vo Subject ſnould wear any foreign Cloth 


for the future. From his Reign to the Acceſſion of 


Queen Elizabeth; we do not find any one Prince, durin 

that Space of Time, had much "EEE for Trade, = 
cept what was done by Henry the Seventh, which 
looks rather like Policy of State for cruſhing Perkis 
Farbeck ,, for tho' he removed the Mart from Antwerp 
to Calalt, yet two years after the Prohibition was taken 
off, and the Trade was again” opened to Antwerp, as 
formerly. About Ten Years after a Law was made, 
prohibiting the Importation of Manufactures of Silk 
wrought by itſelf, or mixed with any other Thread, 
This ( fays the Lord Bacon )points at a true Principle, 
© viz. Where foreign Materials are but Superfluiries, 
< foreign Manufactures ſhould be Prohibited ; for 
© that will cither baniſh the Superfluity, or gain the 
Manufacture. In Queen Elizabeth's Time, many 
and great Advantages were added to Trade. In the 
Year 1579, a Turkey Company was eſtablihed. The 
ſame Year Sir Francis Drote returned to England, after 
three Years Voyage round the World, and many won- 
derful Adventures and Diſcoveries. He arrived at Ph- 
mouth, bringing with him a vaſt Quantity of Gold and 
Silver taken from the Spaniards. In herReignalfo a Tres. 
ty was ſettled with the Duke of Muſcody for a Trade 
to Archangel in which ſeveral Advantages were granted 
to the Eugliſs Nation. Sir Walter Rawleigb, and others 
alſo in her Reign, diſcovered the Plantations; and tho 
the firſt Plantert met with almoſt inſuperable Difficul- 


ties, and. were often forced to quit what they had al- 


ready ſettled; yet the Greatneſs of their Souls ſur- 
mounted all Difficulties, and tho” often baffled in their 
Attempts, they renewed them again with indefatigable 
Teal and Induftry, till at laſt Tobacco and Sugar came 
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| (53 
Timenot ae fn Lauro ſelves with Sugar and To- 
bacco from America, but with very large Quantities to 
ſend abroad, and ſupplied the Baltict, Germany, Holland, 
Flanders, and France, with thoſe Commodities which 
brought in very great Riches to us, and by Degrees 
beat the Portugueſe out of the Trade of thoſe Parts 
We > WA find that her Succeſſor King James the 
Firſt concerned himſelf much in Trade; yet in Imita- 
tion of Henry the Fourth of France, (who was wonder- 
ful aſſiduous in promoting all Sorts of ManufaQtures, 
and among the reſt, that of planting Multerry-Trees, 
and raiſing Silk,) made ſome Eſſays towards ſuch a De- 
ſign here, and he and his Courtiers ſeem'd to be very 
fond of the Undertaking, and Letters were writ to Vir- 
gina to promote that . Hor Femben Some ſmall ro- 
greſs was made there, and Letters paſſed between the 
Planters and Gentlemen here; but as ſoon as they 
thought they had engaged the Planters to begin upon it, 
inſtead of promoting ir hearrily, and ſending ſome able 
and skilful Perſons to direct the — they threw 
all upon the Planters, and that noble Deſign ca 
nothing; whereas that in France ſucceeded, tothe im- 
menſe Profit of that Kingdom. Ce : 
King Charles the Firſt had too many things upon his 
Hands to concern himſelf with Trade; as he wasunac- 
im therewith, he was eaſily impoſed on; the 
,onſequences of which make us labour under many In- 
conveniencies at this Day; one of which was, his giv- 
ing Leave to the French to Fiſh upon the Banks of Neu- 
foundland, to ſupply an Engliſh Cor vent in France in 
Time of Lent. 3 | 
_ Cromwell and the Rump had ſome excellent Notions 
of Trade; they ſettled the Act of Navigation, beat 
the Dutch, forced them to a Treaty, in which they 
were to deliver up the Iſland of Pellarone, and to pay 
large Sums for the Violences exerciſed upon the Eng- 
liſh ar Ambiyne. But upon the Reſtoration of King 
Charles the Second the Dutch thought themſelves ſe- 
cure enough, and ſince _ never made any Gn 
2 Joe + IM Ba ion 


gn came to 


% o 
tion. They took Jamaica with vaſt 2 which 
2s been repaid ſince with Intereſt. The Favour grant- 

ed by King Charles the Firſt to the French, to fiſh up- 

on the Banks of Newfoundland, by Length of Time, 
and afterwards by the eaſy Temper of King Charles the 
* gave them an Fel ger yg of - claiming a 

Right to that Part they had ſeized. It is ſaid King 

Janes the Second ſhewed great Uneaſineſs upon that 

Occaſion, but nothing was done that we have heard 

of, in order to obtain Satisfaction. The ſhort Time 

£ reigned, and his other Views for eſtabliſhing the 

Popiſn Religion, did not give him Time to do any 

41 nc Soy 2 n Os 

Upon King William's coming to the Crown, carly 

Application was made to him for ſeveral Amendments 

in Trade, and foreſtabliſhing a great many uſeful Ma- 

nufacturies among us, which had been kept under by 

France and others under-ſclling the Manufactures made 

at Home. He was very ready to hear all Propoſals 

made upon that Account, and gave his utmoſt Coun- 
xenance to all ſuch Undertakings; but by the Fondnels 
of the Nation tq French Commodities, ſo much coun- 
tenanced by King Charles and King James, it was a ve- 
ry hard Matter to bring them into Love with thoſe 
made at Home. However, upon hreaking out of the 

War with France, and prohibiting French Commodi- 

ties, Encou nt was given for erecting ſeveral of 

thoſe Manufactures here, as the Lufring, Almode, and 
other Silk Manufactures for Hoods and | fora which 
the King's Royal Conſort the excellent Queen Mary, 

took no ſmall Pains to eſtabliſh ;. for which Article a. 

lone it is allowed France drew from us above Four Hun- 

. dred Thouſand Pounds yearly. At the ſame Time tho 

Manufacture of Glaſs was eſtabliſhed, which before 

ve uſed to have from France, and alſo that of Hats and 

paper. The Manufacture of Linnen was ſettled in 
leveral Parts gf the Kingdom, particularly in Somer- 

ſerſbire and Norſerſbire, where they made e 

good Linnen in Imitation of France, and which ſo 
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Diftri& of about ten Miles ſquare, they made to the 


Value of one hundred thouſand Pounds yearly. But 


upon the Peace with France, there were ſo many Lin- 
nens run into the Weſt, that it put that Manufacture 
under great Diſcouragement. In his Time alſo the 
Manufactures of Copper and Braſs were ſet on Foot, 
which are brought to great Perfection, and now in a 
great Meaſure ſupply the Nation with Coppers, Ket- 
tles, and all Sorts of Copper and Braſs Ware. The 
making of Sail- cloth was begun and carried on to great 
Perfection; alſo Sword- Blades, Sciſſars, and a great 
many Toys made of Steel, whjch formerly we uſed to 
have from Franct; in the manufacturing of which, 
it is ſaid we now excel all other Nations. The ſetting 
up of Salt-Works, and improving of Salt- Springs and 
Rock- Salt hath proved very beneficial here, and faves 


a very great Treaſure yearly, which we heretofore paid 
to Fance for Salt, and a great many other Things 


which I forbear to enumerate. 


Queen Annes M _ upon the Treaty of Utrecht, 
Fr 


too N 1 the French Liberty to fiſh upon the 
very beſt Fiſherics on the North Coaſt of Newfound- 


land, and there to build Stages to dry them. They 
alſo granted them Cape-Breton, which is ſaid to be the 


very beſt Spot in all thoſe Seas for fiſhing. Thus we 
ſee the French by their great Penetration and Know- 
ledge in the Affairs of Commerce, have gained from 
us a Treaſure equal to a Mine of Gold. . 
The Nation in Queen Eſliz abetb's Time being in its 
Intancy in Trade, ſet out with great Frugality, and 
ſaved Money and grew rich apace, and our Merchants 
ſpread themſelves over all Europe, Turkey and America, 


as well as India, and introduced our Manufactures an 


Products wherever they went. Their Riches encrea- 
ſing by this Traffick, they not only had Money enough 
to carry on their Trade, but ſupplied Foreign Princes, 
lent Money upon Bottomree, and upon Commodities 
in all Countries. The Remittances from whence ſwel- 
led the Ballance of Trade ſo much in our Favour, that 


tho' in King Charles the Second's Time, the Folly of 


dh Reign encouriged the berrop che hinter 


Conſumption of Foreign Commodities. And where- 


our Trade. 


Fe 


of France to that Degree that it is commonly allowed 
we paid them a Ballance of Trade we drove with them, 
of at leaſt twelve or thirteen hundred thouſand Pounds 


mmerce, and Money abroad employed in Trade, 
was ſo very conſiderable, that Silver and Gold were 
23 in England, both in his and King James's 
cigns, than any other neighbouring Kingdom, which 
occaſioned Quantities to be coined here. 
But upon the War with France, ſome Gentlemen ra- 


| ther adviſed to borrow Money at Intereſt, than raiſe 


neceſſary Supplics within the Compaſs of the Year, to 
carry on that juſt and neceſſary War, which had that 


evil Conſequence, that not only our Merchants who 


had Money at Intereſt, Abroad, but even Foreigners 
2 in their Money to put in our Loans. At laſt 
this brought a heavy Load upon the Nation; and in- 
ſtead of living in a parſimonious and frugal Manner, 
thoſe Perſons that had placed their Money in the Funds, 
and could judge of their Expences fell into a more lux- 
urious Way of living, which very much increaſed the 


wn n . 


as formerly great 88 of Bullion were brought 
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has been bou bt up and wo car; to pay the Ballance of 
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Way ; but they ſay Moncy is a Commodity like other 
rd. and chiak emſches never the pre Bu for what 
the Nation daily exports. This hath drawn me into the + 
Conſideration of our National Benefit, that it may be 
throughly weighed. I have thought the only Method 
to furniſh Gentlemen with proper Conſiderations, is 
to give ſome Account of the Commodities theNations 
we trade with take trom us, and what we take from 
them; and to give my Thoughts where I think the Bal- 
ne ies... WAS O08 2, > 
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nean, L ſhall begin our Commerce with that migh- 


1 . 
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| king Silk Stockings, Gallooffs, and Silver and Gold 
Lace, but not proper for the Warp of any Silks not 


* 


. 
being fineenou 6 
or double twiſted Silk, that being all Italian; nor, 


indeed, even enough for the Shute or Woof of 


black-Luſtrings, Alamodes, or Paduaſoys, the Shute 


of that being allo Italian. 
CHAT. It 
: 1 7 RAD E between England and Italy. 
T's: takes from us, Broad- Cloth, Long-Ells, Bays, 


ther Stuffs, Leather, Tin, Lead; great Quantities of 
Fiſh; as Pilchards, Herrings, Salmon, Newfoundland 
Codd, c. Pepper, and other 2 Goods. 
The Commodities Exgiand takes from them, arc 
faw, thrown and wrought Silk, Wine, Oyl, Soap, 
Olives, ſome Dyers Wares, Anchovies, Se. 
| Formerly we received a conſiderable Balance from 


them; but the French now ſupplying them with 


cry great Quantities of Woollen Manufaftures, and 
alſo * 4 got Part of the Newfoundland Trade from 
us; and as we import great Quantities of thrown and 
raw Silk from thence, to carry on out Manufactures, 
— p thought the Ballance now agaitift us is conſider- 
—_— . 5 
The Halians have an excellent Method of throwing 
their Silk by a Water Engine, which with a few Hands 
to attend it, will do more Work than an Hundred Her- 
ſons can do at throwing according to our Method. 
Indeed, fine Italian raw Silk cannot be thrown to 
Truth and good Workmanſhip by any other Method, 


the Engine going ſo much truer tharrit can be wrought 


by. Hand. We have been ſo unfortunate as never to 


| haye had any ſuch Engine till of late, and there is but 


ane compleat in the Kingdom. 


| 55 CHA} 


h, nor even enough tor Organzine, | 


Druggets, Callimancoes, Camblets, and divers o- 
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TRADE between England and Spain. 4 


© Pain takes from us Broad- Cloth, Druggets, Cal - 
0 limancoes, Bays, Stuffs of divers Kinds, Leather, 
Fiſh, Tin, Lead, Corn, c. 3 
The Commodities England takes from them, are 
Wine, Oyl, Fruit of divers Kinds, Wool, Indigo, 


2 Cochineal, and dying Stuffs: The Bulk of the Com- 
0-- modities we take from them are the Produce of their 
of own Country, viz. Wine, Oyl, and Fruit; ſo that 


the Spamards pay for our Woollen, and all other Pro- 
duds, at a very eaſy Rate; and if it were not for the 
eat Conſumprion of Spaniſh Wines, Fruits and Oyls 


p. in Exgland, their Sales of thoſe Commodities would a- 
mount but to a Trifle, having no Nation for their Cu- 

"M ſtomers but us, Holland, and a very ſmall Matter to 
ith Flanders, Hambourg, and the Baltict. . | 
nd Tis ſuppoled we take off at leaſt two Thirds of the 
IM whole; ſo that altho ugh we are obliged to the Spaniards — 'Þ$ 
nd for their Cuſtom for our Manufactures, they are no leſs | | 
cs, Wl obliged to us for taking off their Produds - 1 
er- Formerly we received a great Ballance from them in F 
Bullion, but fince the Houſe of Bourbon has filled the * 
ng Hanieh Throne, and introduced French Stuffs, and 1 
Not French Faſhions, tis preſumed the Ballance is but very + BE 
» fmall in our Fayour. Res i 
; 5 18 F * 7 3 | | | 72 I 
5 TRADE between England and Portugal, - © | 
us Ortugal takes from us Broad-Cloth, Druggers; 


Pass Bi Callimancoes, and all other Sem e 
Stuffs, as well as Tin, Lead, Leather, Fin, - 
and other Engl;ſh Commodities. ROE +, 4 


a * . AY 45 9. 5 3 
2 England takes from them grea! ities of Wine 
rom them great Quantities of Wine, 4 


. 


cans their ſpare 
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Lands, (fince they have the ſupplying us with Wine,) p 

are greatly improved, and tho'we may allow a conſider- 

able Ballance to be brought us, yet it is not ſo great as 

ſome imagine. | VH f 

The * have much abated of their Ind 2 

ſince the finding out the Gold and Silver Mines inthe Ml * 

Brazilsz and well they may, the working thoſe Mines Ml © 

- turning to better Account than their planting Sugar li 

and Tobacco; the importing of which from our Plan- 8 

tations, has beat thoſe of Portugal and Spain out of the fl 

Northern Parts of Europe, as a little Encouragement t 
and good Regulation would do in the Mediterranean; 

and we have now a fair Opportunity of enlarging our ; 

V 

y 

f 

l 
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"Commerce, provided we make ule of it. Of which 
in its proper Place. N 4 


NE CHAS wt 
RAD E between England and France. 


TRance takes from England _ Quantities ot To- il 
1 bacco, Horn- Plates, Tin, ſome Lead, ſome Flan- r 
nels, and Corn in Time of Searcity. MT 
England takes from Fraxce Wine, Brandy, Linnen, 
Fine Lace, Fine Cambricks and Cambrick Lawns, to 
a prodigious Value, Brocades, Velvets, arid many o- ill . 
ther rich Silk Manufactures, which are either run in t 
upon us, or come by way of Holland; the Humour of ii 
ſome of our Nobiliry and Gentry being ſuch, that al- f 
tho we have thoſe Manufactures made as good, if not 
better than the French, yet they are forced to be ealled 
by the Name of French, to make them ſell. Their 
L innens are run in upon us in very great Quantities, as 
are their Wine and Brandy from the Lands-End even to 
the Downs. Their Brandies have been fold from 3 5. to 
_ 3x64. per Gallon, and their Claret from 35. to 45 
bett, tho” — a hl the Brandy is 6 s. 8 d. 
on, andthe R of their Wine 72 J. per Tun 
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s muſt drain us ot our Gold 
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aud Silvers for the Smugg gglers carry nothing one bus 
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Gold, Silver and Wool to purchaſe thoſe Commodi- 
ties with. It is a Misfortune upon us, that our Intereſt 
is not better conſidered; we might be ſupplied with 
fine Rum from our Plantations, that would be more 
acceptable to our common People than Freuch Brandy, 
provided the Importation was ſuthciently encouraged z 
then the Nation would be ſupplicd with that Spirit at 
little or no Charge; for it would not coſt above 12 d. 
Ster. per Gallon abroad, and in Reality, it could not 
ſtand us in one Fifth Part of that: For it is ſnewn in 
the following Diſcourſe, that four Fifths of all that is 
ined in the Plantations coraes home to us. France 
above all other Nations is the worſt for England to trade 
with; it produces moſt Things neceſſary for Life, and 
wants very little either for Luxury or Convenience, 
ſome few Materials excepted to help to carry on their 
Manufactures, the chief of which. are Wool, and 
ſome dyi Stuffs. TBD ED ay PS e EY 
Henry the Fourth eſtabliſhed their Linnen Manufac- 
ture ſo, that they have not only enough to ſuply them- 
ſelves, but export mighty Quantities. He alſo encou- 
raged the planting Mulberry- Trees, and making of Silk, 
which is now brought to ſa great Perfection, that we 
are credibly informed, they make within themſelves 
ſuftcient Quantities for carrying on all their Manufac- 
tures, and not only ſo, but they have exported ſome of 
their thrown Silk, to be fold at Legborn, which is ſaid, 
in all Reſpects is as good as the beſt Silk made in /taly 
ſo that what rav: Silk rhe/ have from abroad, is in Re- 
turns for their oollens and other Manufactures, 
whech they fend out again to Leghorn for a Marker. 
They have laid dow#n ſome of their beſt Lands for Pa- 
ſturage to mend the Growth of their Wool: Fhoſe 
political and frugal Meaſures nauft make them the rich- 
eſt Nation in Eurepe. They have modell'devery Thing 
lo well, that they ſend out their Sil): and L:nnep Ma- 
nufactures moſtly of their own. Product, and haue the 
Returns Win in Silver and Gold. Great Part indeed 
of their 22 Mar 
ol. 
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(1 
might be prevented, if proper Care was taken; but 
inſtead ot that there is a Duty of 19 d. Farthing per 
Stone laid upon all that comes to England: So that the 
me buy theirs in /reland near 20 pe Cent cheaper 
chan we. i a 


CHAP. VII. 
TRADE between England and Flanders. 


1 takes from us Serges, a few Flannels, a very 
few Stuffs, Sugar, Tobacco, Tin and Lead. 

England takes from them Fine Lace, Fine Cambricks 
and Cambrick Lawns, Flanders whited Linnens, 
Threads, Tapes, Incles, and divers other Commodi- 
ties to a very great Value: But the Dutch having the 
Command of the Mouth of the Scheld, do thereby ſe- 
cure to themſelves in a great Meaſure the Paſſage of 
Goods to and from Flanders through Holland; ſo that 
it is difficult to judge what the Ballance we pay to them 
amounts to. But it is undoubtedly very conſiderable, 
we being their greateſt Cuſtomers for thoſe Commodi- 


ties; and yet they prohibit our Woollen Cloths, which: 


if — v0 wet tis thought would not amount to 
one Fifth Part of what we take from them, 


"Iv "CHAP. Vin, 
RAD between England and Germany. 


8 takes from Exglaua Broad-Cloth, Drug- 
5 gets, Long-Ells, Serges, and ſeveral Sorrs of 
Stuffs, Tobacco, Sugar, Ginger, Eafi-India Goods, 
Tin, Lead, and ſeveral other Commodities, the great 
Conſumption of which is in the Lower-Germany. - 
England takes from them prodigious Quantities of 
Linnen, Linnen-Yarn, Kid-Skins, Tin-Plates, anda 
gteaggnany other Commodities. 5 
According ro the Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts, the Bal- 
lance was thought to be in ourFayour, when we were 
d 


12 K 


W ; 
ſupplied by France with Linnens; but ſince the high 
Duty upon French Linnens, the Emperor and other 
Princes of Germany have gained that Manufacture, 
which has greatly enriched them ; and yet, notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe great Advantages they have by importing 
their Linnens upon us, ſome of them have prohibit 
ſeveral Sorts of our W oollen Manufactures, and others 
| have prohibited all, which gives them a very great Bal- 
lance upon us. - | 


CHAP. IX. 


TR AD E between England, N orway. and Denmark. | 


Orway and Denmark take from England Guineas, 
Crown-Pieces, and Bullion, a little Tobacco, 
and a few coarſe W oollens of ſmall Value. 
England takes from Norway, &. vaſt Quantities of 
Deal-Boards, Timber, Spars and Iron. We pay them 
avery great Ballance, and their rebuilding great Ships 
of Burthen (deſtroyed in the War berween them and 
Sweden) will again eſtabliſh them in the Navigation 
and Freight of their Timber, and will greatly increaſe 
their Ballance upon us. 8 25 SY! 


"CHAP. . 
TRADE between England and Sweden. 14. 


| 82 takes from England our Gold, Silver, and but | ; 


a ſmall Quantity of the Manufactures and Produc- 
tions of Englands. N 


England takes from Sweden near two Thirds of the 


Tron wrought up or conſamed inthe Kingdom, Cop- 


per, Boards, Plank, c. the Ballance they drew from 


us amounted before the late War with Denmark, to be- 


tween two and three hundred thouſand Pounds yearly, - 


beſide the F 1 of their own Product, which we 
paid them for likewiſe. 
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Hollands -Linnen, Threads, Tapes and Incles, Whale 
- Fins, Braſs- Battery, Madder,.. Argol, with a large 
Number of other Commodities, and To Sakon Clap 55 
0 


and the Su et we have from them of Peppe 
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| ff: "FRADE be bel ween England and Rutz. 5 
Reeg Fe e Fe 
and afew other Commodities 


England takes from Ruſſia Hemp, Flax, Linnen- 
Cloth, Linnen- Yarn, Rufſſia-Leather, Tallow, Furs, 
Iron, Potaſh, c. to an immenſe Value. * Bur having 
no other Market to go to for Hemp, where any great 
Tan may be had, they are 7 their own Prices 
5 chem. ä WE ow a 


C e H AP. Xl. 
FR 4D. E between England and Holland. 


1 Hand takes from England” Broad-Cloth, Drug · 
| ets, Long-Ells, Stuffs of a great many Sorts, | 
1 MAE, Corn, Eoals and ſomethin er almoſt every 
ching that this Kingdom produces; de all ſorts of 
India and Turkey re-exported Goods, S Tobacco, 
Rice, Ginger, Pitch and Tar, and fun Ty other Com- 
modities of the Produce of our American Plantations. 
England takes trom Holland great Quantities of fine 


Wainſcot, Cc. But according to the m- Houſe 
Accounts, we over-ballance — in Trade to a conſi · 
derableVaine.” According to rhis View of the Trade 
with Holland, the 
vs reteive frame ci 
we conſider the x 
that are | 


lance paid us is thrice as much as 

er Portugal or Speis. But when 

t Number of <mupgling-Ships 

d between this Kingdomand lian 

r anc 

Scher, ſorts 25 India Spice, with Callicoes, Muſlins, 
* and Romals and other ManufaQures of 


e 


(wr 
dis, Coffee, Tea, China Warez and viry great 
* of Hollands and fine Lace, Cambricks, Durch 
Paduaſoys, Velvets, and other 1 it is apt 
to furniſh the thinking Part of ind, with other 
Notions” | 


CHA. i. 
TR ADE between England and Ireland: 


Reland takes from England fine Brogd-Cloth, Rich 

Silks, Ribbons, Gold and Silver. Lace, manufac» 
tured Iron and Cutlery Wares, Pewter, great Quanti- 
ties of Hops, Coals, Dying Wares, Tobacco, Sugar, 
Eafi-India Goods, Raw Silk, Hollands, and almoſt e- 
very Thing they uſe, but coarſe Linnens, coarſe Wool- 
ens, and Eatables. „„ N 
England takes from Ireland Woollen-Varn, Linnen- 


5 un, great Quantities of Wool in the Fleece, tor 
19+ carrying on our Manufactures; and coploying our 
ts, oor, ſome Tallow: But that which makes /re/and ſo 
ry ery 8 as to England, is, that it is thought near 
of {one Third Part of the Rents of the Whole belong to 


ion of their Vouth, by the great Number of Nobilit 
and Gentry that reſort to the Engliſh Court, and thdſe 
who come to follicit for Places and Empleyments. 


ge rhere may be added to theſe the Sums of Money that 

ard ue paid to Perſons that have places and Penſions our of 

ule ebe 77% Revenucs, who reſide here; beſides they, up- 

a: n their Eftabliſhracat, maintain 10 or 12000 Men, 

ade rho are always ready upon any Emergenc. 

2 48 They have an extraordina Trade for. their Hides, 

1En allow, Beef, Butter, &c. to Holland, Flarders, Frances 
bega and Spain, which enables them to make large 

" WW Fnittances to keep their Ballance with ui. - 
In, FF © © Ea. 
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n Noblemen and Gentlemen that dwell here, bes 
ſides the very large Sums that are ſpent for the Educa- 


E 
HA. XIV. 
FRADE between England and the Sugar Plantations, 


O UR Sugar Plantatiggs take from England all Sorts 
of Cloathing, both Linnen, Silks, and W oollen, 
' wrought Iron, Braſs, Copper; all Sorts of Houſhoid 
Furniture, and a great Part of their Food; ſo that they 
are entirely dependent on us. _ 

They ſend us Sugar, Ginger, and ſeveral Commodi- 
ties, enough for dur own Conſumption, and formerly 
we re-exported as much as — in ſeveral hundred 
thouſand Pounds yearly. They ſend us all the Bullion 
and Gold they can meet with, but rarely carry out any. 
And doubtleſs would produce a great many other Com- 
modities, which we now have from India by way of 
Holland, as Cinnamon, Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace, Coffee, 
Ec. provided they were planted, and effectual Care ta- 
ken of them. N 


cn. . 
' TRADE between England and the Tobacco Plantation 


T HE Tobacco Plantations take from England their 
Y —_— Houſhold Goods, Iron Manufactures 

- of all Sorts, Saddles, Bridles, Braſs and Copper Wares; 
and notwithſtanding their dwelling among the Woods, 
take their very Turners Wares, and almoſt every f 
Thing elſe that may be called the Manufacture of Ex- 


land : So that indeed it is a very great Number of Peo- d 
ple that are employed to provide a ſufficient Supply 8 ou 
Goolls for them. | P 


England takes from them not only what Tobacco we l 
conſume at Home, but very great Quantities for Re- 8 
on, which may. properly be ſaid to be the fu- c 
reſt Way ot enriching this Kingdom. : 


. 


CHAP. 


C7) 
CHAP. XVI. 
| TRA DE between England and Carolina, 
ö Ades lies in as happy a Climate as any in the 


World, from 32 * Degrees of Northern La- 
titude. The Soil is generally fertile: The Rice it pro- 


duces is ſaid to be the beſt in the World, and no Coun- 
try affords better Silk than has been brought from 


thence, though for Want ot ſufficient Encourage- 
ment the Quantity imported is very ſmall, *Tis taid 
both Bohea and Green Tea have been raiſed there ex- 
traordinary good of the Kind. The Olive-tree grows 
wild, and thrives very well, and might ſoon be impro- 
ved ſo far as to fupply us with large Quantities of Oil. 
"Tis ſaid the Fly from whence the Cocheneal is made, 


is found very commonly ; and if Gare was taken, ve- 


ry great Quantities might be made. The Indigo 


Plant grows exceeding well; and 'tis thought, if 
rightly improved, we might be ſupplicd with both the 
oreſaid Commodities, not only to anſwer our Home 


Conſumption, but with large Quantities for Re-expor- 
tation. The Country has Plenty of Iron-Mine in it, 
and would produce excellent Hemp and Flax, if En- 


couragement was given for railing it. It lies as con- 
venient as any of our Colonies in America for carry- 


ing on the Skin Trade, and ſupplying the Indian Na- 


tions with Engliſh Commodities. The Rice Trade, 


fince it hath been made an enumerated Commodity, 


is under great Diſcouragement; for it cannot be ſent 
directly to Portugal and Spain as formerly; and it will 
not bear the Charge of bringing home and Re-ſhip- 


ping, unleſs it beat the Time when the Crops in the 
Milaneſe and Egypt prove bad. | 


The Enumeration was obtained by a Captian (a) of a 


Ship employed by a Company then trading to Cardlina; 


for feveral Ships going from England thither, and pur- 
chaſing Rice tor Portugal, prevented the aforeſaid 
„ 


Captain 


ne — 


(d coe, 


/ 


by which Means he ſecured a Freight to himſelf: But 


(185 ) | 
Captain of a Loading. Upon his coming home, he 
oſſeſſed a Member of Parliament (3), (who was ve 

frequently employed to prepare Bills) with an Opini- 
on that carrying Rice directly to Portugal was A Preju- 
dice to the Trade of England, and privately ot a ( lauſe 
into an Act (c) to make it an enumerated Commodity, 


the Conſequence proved a vaſt Loſs to the Nation; 
and that Trade is not ſuppoſed to be one third Part of 
what it might have been by this Time. Now this 
could not have happened, if that Gentleman who 
brought in that᷑ Clauſe had underſtood the Nature and 
Circulation ot Trade, he would then have known, 
that it is much more the Intereſt of the Exgliſh Mer. 
chant to ſell his Rice in Portugal, and have the Money 
remitted thence, than it is to have it brought to Ez. 
land, and afterwards ſhipp'd to Holland, Hambourh 
or Portugal; for the Difference in the Freight and 
Charges is at leaſt yo per Cent. : | 
N. B. As Carolina is like to become the Property of the, 
Crown, the rich Grounds that lie under the 4pula- 
chean Hills, and —_ Virginia, &c. are inviting 
Places for raifing Silk, Hemp and Flax, the Ar 
being accounted healthy and pure, and the Country 
is large enough to canton but into diſtinct Lots all the 


Inhabitants we ſhall be capable of ſending, from 


- whence rhey will have the Convenience of. 2 7 
c 


all their Goods down by navigable Rivers, whi 
would alſo be a Security to our Frontiers againſt the 
Incroachments of the French who lie on the other 
Side thoſe Mountains. | 5 
CHAP. XVII. 

TRADE between England avd penſilvania. 
Pre within Forty Years has made wonderful 
1 Improvements; they have built a large and regular 

5 Fi F City; 


66) Mr.Lowndes, (e) 5 4+ 1. Act for continui ing the Duty 0! 
Low Wines, Coffee, Tea, +2 | „ 


NN 
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City; they have cleared great Tracts of Land, and 


raiſed very 3 Quantities of Wheat and other Pro- 
viſions; and they have, by Way of Jamaica, beat 
out a very great Trade for their Choi and Proviſions 
to the Spaniſh Heſt-Indies; and if this Trade be pro- 
perly nurs'd up, it may draw the Spaniſh Coaſt very 
much to depend on us for a Supply of Flower, Bisket, 
Fe. which may be of great Advantage to us, 
It is already attended with that good Conſequence, 
that it hath ſupplied them with Goid and Silver, whick 
is frequently brought home by our trading Ships from 
thence, and has very much enlarged their Demands up- 
on us for Broad-cloth, Kerſies, Druggets, Serges, 
Stuffs, and Manufactures of all Sorte. 
They ſupply the Sugar Plantations with Pipe and 
Barrel-Staves, and other Lumber; with Flower, Biſ- 
ket, Pork, Ic. But this is not ſufficient for their Cloath- 
ing, and therefore are forced to make ſomething by 
their own Labour and Induſtry to anſwer that End. 


CH AP. XVIII. 


TRADE between England, New - Jerſey and New- 
Fn 4a. 9 | 


"HE Provinces of New-Fer/ſey and New-York pro- 

duce much the ſame with Pepflvania, and their 
Traffick is much the fame ; we have what Money they 
can raiſe ro buy our Manufactures for their Cloathing, 


and what they further want, they are forced to Manu 


facture tor themſelves as the aforeſaid Colonies do. 
| 0 HAP. XIx. 
TRADE berween England and New-England. 
N * Englond 1 us all Sorts of Woollen 
1N Manufactures, Linnen, Sailcloth and Cordage 


for rigging their Ships, Haberdaſhery, Cc. To raiſe 
85 Y 1 o* P 1 1 Money 


„%% © 
Money to pay for what they take of us, they are forced 
to viſit the Spaniſh Coaſts, where they pick up any 
Commodity they can trade for : 'They carry Lumber 
and Proviſtons to the Sugar Plantations, exchange 
Proviſions for Logwood with the Logwood Cutters 
at Campeachey. They ſend Pipe and Barrel-Staves, and 
Fiſh to Spain, Portugal, and the $rreights, They ſend 
Pitch, Tar and Turpentine to England, with ſome 
Skins: Bur all thoſe Commodities fall very ſhort of 
purchaſing their Cloathing in England; and therefore 


what other Neceſſaries they want, they are forced to 


Manufacture for themſelves, as the aforementioned 
Colonies. | 5 5 
128 „ 

TRADE between England and Africa. 


| ON Trade with Africa is yery profitable to the 
Nation in general; it has this Advantage, that 

it carries no Money out, and not only ſupplies our 
Plantations with Servants, but brings in a great Deal 
of Bullion for thoſe that are ſold to the Spaniſh West- 
Indies, beſide Gold Duſt, and other Commodities, as 
Red-wood, Teeth, Guinea Grain, Ic. ſome of which 
are re-exported. The ſupplying our Plantations with 
Negroes is of that extraordinary Advantage to us, 
that the planting Sugar and Tobacco, and carrying on 
Trade there could not be ſupported without them; 
which Plantations, as I have elſewhere obſerved, arc 
the great Cauſes of the Increaſe of the Riches of the 
Kingdom. There has been great Struggles by the 4- 
Frican Company to engroſs that Trade to themſelves; 
by which Means they would not only prevent the 
large Profits that are brought into the Nation by the 
Trade private Adventurers drive thither, but would 
alſo be one great Means of ruining our Plantati- 
ons; for, as I have already obſerved, our Plantations 
are e by the Labour of Slaves, and our Pro- 
fit either more or leſs, according to the Numbers there 


employed ; and as the Trade is now drove on by 
private Adventurers, they puſh it with all ima- 
| | | | gina: 
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ginable Vigour z and the Planters have not only very 
great Numbers of Slaves brought in, but they are alſo 


afforded them at moderate Prizes. But if this Trade 
ſhould fall into the Hands of the Company, the Ma- 


nagement, I am afraid, would be as it has been in ſome _ 


other Companies, carried on to the enriching particu- 
lar Perſons, who too often trade away the Company's 
Eftates; whereas private Traders put themſelves into 
all Methods of Frugality, Induſtry and good Manage- 
ment; which indeed evidently appears by the Trade 
the Company droye, and what private Adventurers 
have done. For the Company at beſt, by what I appre- 
hend, never traded for above five or fix thouſand Ne- 
groes yearly, whereas private Adventurers have traded 
for thirty Thouſand or upwards : And if ever our Trade 
ſhould come to be put under a Company, I ſhall take it 
for granted, that our Improvements in the Plantations 

which is carried on by the Labour of Negroes, would 
ſoon decline. | ; — 


„ 08 AP. NM 
TRADE berween England and Eaſt-India. 


S the greateſt Empires, and the vaſteſt Numbers 
of People are found in that Pazt of the World 
called Aſa, I was ready to ſpend my Thoughts upon 
the Notions ſome have of the Advantages that might 
be drawn to us by the Induſtry of the Engliſh Nation 
in trading from one Kingdom to another; but canſt- 
dering, that Trade is limited by Charter, I ſhall only 
touch upon ſome Particulars. We ſend very great 
Quantities of Bullion thither, as well as ſome Manu- 
factures of this Kingdom, which purchaſe there, at 
very low Prizes, the Products and Manufactures of In- 
dia and China, which are brought home in our own 

Navigation, out of which we ſupply ourſelves with 
Muflins, Callicocs, and other Cotton Cloaths, ſuf 

cient for our own Conſumption; as alſo with Coffee, 

Tea, and Raw Silk, and it is ſuppoſed, ſell to Fo- 
reigners as many of the ſaid Commodities as repay for 

al the Bullion {hipp'd out, and leave with us befide a 
very conſiderable Ballance upon that Trade. Bengal 


* 
* 


( 22 ) 


Bengal Raw Silk is bought at very low Prizes there, 
and is very uſeful in carrying on the Manufactures of 
this Kingdom. | LO: 
China Silk is of excellent Staple, and comes at little 
above one Third of the Price of Halian Piedmont Silk. 
The Duty of Bengal Raw Silk being one Third more, 
and China near three Times as much as that of Italian 
hinders our being ſupplied ſo fully as we ought, and i 
a 9 Damage to the Nation; for we pay the Duke 
of Savoy all ready Money for what we have from him, 
which as effectually drains us of our Bullion as the 1- 
dia or China Trade does; with this Aggravation, that Wi ; 
almoſt three Pounds of China Silk may be purchaſed 
for the Money that one Pound of Piedmont Silk coſt 
Altho' Silver is not ſent out directly to Piedmont, 2 
it is to India, yet in Fact it is the ſame Thing; for the 
Ballance of ſome other Trade is carried thither, which 
otherwiſe would be remitted to us. £9 
The Silk of China will anſwer in moſt Reſpects the 
Uſe of Italian Silk, provided we could be ſupplied 


with the fine Raw Silk of which they make their Ds y 
masks, Sattins, and other fine Manufactures, which iy 
| by the Curioſity of thoſe Silks, mult come up to the N. 
oodneſs of Italian Silk. | Q 

The China Silk that we commonly receive, is pur Wl - 
chaſed at Canton, the neareſt Port we trade to in Chr " 
na; but their fine Silk is made in the Provinces of Nar 50 
kin and Chekiam, where their fine Manufactures arc * 
carried on, and where prodigious Quantities of Rau the 


Silk are made, and the beſt in all China. We have ne- 
ver imported any of the ſuperfine here, but two or three n 
Ships have brought extraordinary good, the belt of 
which, we are informed, was brought from Amo); 
and doubtleſs if Encouragement was en the Im- 
portation of that fine Silk, it might be thrown here 
and our Manufactures carried on at a ſmall Expence t0 
the Nation; the Countries of Chekiam and Nanki 
that produce it, are much to the Northward of tbe 
Places we now trade to, and near Chuſan, about gt 


(23) 
or ſix Hundred Miles to the Norward of Canton, an Ii- 
land in which we formerly had a Factory, and were ad» 
mitted to trade. | „ 

That Country is very cold in Winter, and I have 
been informed ſome of our Woollen Goods have ſold 
very well there, eſpecially our Callimancoes and. Longs 
Ells. . | = 

Beſides, the Countries of Chekiam and Nankin are 
near the Heart ot the Empire, where the greateſt Trade 
is drove; and Naink#n being the Metropolis of Trade 
in that Country, as London is in England, ſhe ſends out 
her Manufactures and Merchandize to Canton, as we 
do to Briſtol, and other Out-Ports. Bur as Canton is 
the neareſt Port, ſome Captains and ——— raiſe 
Objections againſt going further down the Coaſt, al- 
ledging that it is a difficult Pilotage, and in danger of 


loſing their Paſſage back that Year that the Manda- 


rins and other Officers impoſe upon them, which makes 
it difficult to trade with them. But when private Tra- 
ders had Liberty togo to China, they were of another 


Opinion; they went to thoſe Places where they could 


get moſt Money; and the People of Chuſan, (where 


the Merchants of Nenkia, as well of Hamchen and 


Nimpo, two other great trading Cities, lodge great 


Quantities of Merchandize,) would be as ready to cul- 
tivate aCorreſpondencewith our Captains andSupercar- 


goes as the People of Canton are; and it is hoped we may 
find as much Encouragement to trade to thoſe Parts as 


we nowdo toCanton, their Intereſt beingthe ſame among 


them all. A Trade of this Nature cannot be immedi- 
ately ſettled, good and prudent Management, and Time 
muſt do that. Some of our ingenious Gentlemen have 
found that ſeveral ot our Commodities, as well as our 
Woollens, would do very well towards the Heart of 
China; and to ſpeak freely, every Lover of his Coun- 
try ought to have the Advantage thereof in View, as 
well as his own private Gain. If this Trade could be 
fixed, and any Quantities vended in that vaſt Coun- 


try, and the fine Silk above-mentioned imported, it 


would exceedingly add to theProfits we already _— 
| 3 
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chants that tranſported themſelves thither, have dy 


but alſo put themſelves into a Way of raiſing Fortunes 
for themſelves and Families. „„ 


> Carcel any thing is more ſurprizing, than our Fond- 


les the Second, that our Faſhion-mongers were torced 


was fit for our Court and Quality to wear; which oc- 
caſioned the laying out of large Sums of Money in the 


TT). 
by the Indian Trade, and bring thoſe Advantages with 
it, that may enable us to vye with any Kingdoms in 


Europe in the Silk Manufactures ; for as Cheapneſs and 


Goodneſs always givePreference, Silk fo imported from 
China would anſwer in both Reſpects. And it is to be 
hoped, Improvemcnts of this Kind would be readi- 
ly undertaken by the Company, and be an acceptable 
Service to them, as well as to theNation in general. . 
The Licenſes given by the Company to private Mer- 
chants, to carry on a coaſting Trade in India, hath been 
of great Advantage to this Nation, and ſeveral Mer- 


that Means been enabled not only to pay Debts here, 


G HAP. XXII. 
French Faſo ions pernicious to Engl and. 


nels of French Faſhions. Monſ. Colbert, that great 
and able Miniſter, ſaw how much we were attached to 
them. It ſo far prevailed in the Reign of King Char- 


to go to France ſeveral Times in the Year to ſee what 


rich Silk Manufactures of that Kingdom. 

As ſoon as thoſe Silks came over, our Weavers go 
the Faſhion,and made Silks to the French Patterns; but 
before they could diipoſe of them, the French artfully 
invented other new-faſhion'd Silks, which prevented 


the Sale of thoſe made here, and diſcouraged the Er 
gliſb Manufacturers by changing Faſhions ſo often upon 
them, that they could make very little of the Silk Ma 


nufacture here in that King's Reign. = 
Upen a Debate concerning the Improvement of 


Trade and Commerce in France, the King being pre 
ent, a Trade to the Eaß-Indies was propoſed, as * 


S 2 


te 


(55) 


48 ſeveral other Improvements. We are told Moi. 


Colbert deliver'd his Thoughts, That the moſt ſpeedy 
Way of increaſing the Riches of the Kingdom, was 
the finding out of Manufactures for employing the 


Poor, and ſetting the idle People to work. That as 


Flax, Silk and W ool, were the moſt conſiderable, he 
ſhould as much as poſlible produce thoſe Commodities 
in his own Country: And as Manufactures came to be 


made and worn in his Court, the Engliſh Nation would 


fall into the wearing of them alſo, which would be the 
moſt certain way of enriching his Kingdom, and abun- 
dantly exceed all the Advantages that could be expec- 
ted by an Indian Trade: Accordingly they were put 
to work. The French King himſelf, to fer an Exams 
ple, would wear nothing bat what was the Manufacture 
of France; ſo fond was he of promoting them, that even 
upon the Death of his Mother, when he was told they 
wanted Exgliſh Cloth for Mourning, he poſitively forbad 


his Court from wearing any other than the Manufacture 


of France, immediately ordered a Suit to be made for 
himſelf, and when put on, deſired his Courtiers would 
come and ſee how well it fitted, and which of his Subs 
jects thought it not good enough for them; and 'tis ſaid, 
took particular Notice of thoſe who appeared earlieſt 
in Cloth or Stuff of their own Manufacturing. 
Upon the Acceſſion of King William to the Throne, 
the Parliament of England made Laws with great Pe- 
nalties on ſuch as ſhould trade or deal in French Alas» 
modes or Luſtrings, in order to eſtabliſh that Manu- 
facture here. . 15 OT 1 
The French King, on the other Hand, gave all ima- 


rome Encouragement to his Manufacturers at Zyons, * 
. 


and to the Smugglers to carry on the Trade, and 
run them into Exgland. When a whole Knot yyas broke, 
he gave at one Time, as we have been well aſſured, For- 


ty ThouſandPiſtoles to ſupply them with a new Stock, 5 


and ſupport the carrying on that Trade. 


It being a difficult Thing to give thoſe gilks a proper er 


Luſtre, and the Luſtring Company having got a Refugee a 
Water ar the Buhl, the e informed o 


it 
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(26) 
it, were never quiet till they had tempted him away into 
Switzerland; (for being a Proteſtant he would not go wi 
into France) when they had him there he was ſoon put 
out of the Way, and never heard of afterwards, 

Muſlins having obrained to be the general Wear of ſc 
Europe, -and che Egle Eaſt-India Company having the 
Importation of the greateſt Quantities of Superfine 
Muſlins, had not only the Advantage of wearing what 
was neceſſary for Home Conſumption, at a very ſmall 
Expence, but exported large —— to moſt of 
the Countries of Europe. 5 8 

The French Nation was fond of wearing Muſlins to 
an extraordinary Degree, ſo that it became the general 
Faſhion in France. This occaſioned their laying aſide 
Gentings and Cambricks of their own Manufacture. 
In England there was hardly ſuch a thing worn then, 
except a little for Pocket Handkerchiefs. The Frencb 
King who watch'd all Opportunities for improving the 
Trade ot his Country, grew very uneaſy to ſee the wes: 
ring of Muſlins prevail ſo much in his Kingdom, and 

did all he could by his own Example, and other Me- 
thods, to encourage the Conſumption of Gentings, 
Cambricks, c. but he found the Work ſo difficul. 
—_ he was forced from time to time to renew his E- 

icts. = 1 
A ſevere Edict was ſet forth the oth. of Auguſt 1709, 
another the 28th. of April 1710, and another the 29th. 
of March 1712; but being too weak to effect the Bil 8il 
Work, he ſet forth another the 11th. of June 1714 bil 
in which the Penalties in the former Acts are enumera- 
ted, and a great Fine laid upon the Wearer. One E- 
dict after another brought the People at laſt into the i Fa- 
wearing of Cambricks, ec. 

By the Time the Peace was ſettled between Engloni il 
and France, anover-fond Inclination in Multitudes to ha 
Fee the French Court carried them thither: They that Wl , 
were firſt Maſters of French Faſhions, thought they had 
found out a great Secret, and turning themſelves 4 
much as poſhble into Frenchmen in their Modes and tak 
Dres, they came Home, and gave large Accounts 5 Ie 
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(27 „ 
what was worn at the French Court, and among the reſt, 
that Muſlins were out of Faſhion, and Cambricks al- 
together in Wear; and as a Demonſtration thereof, 
ſhew'd their Cambrick Neck-cloaths, Ruffles, c. 
made for them in France. 2” 

Thesight of theſe French Faſhions operated wonder- 
fully upon the Minds of Numbers of our People, and 
nothing would ſatisfy them but the ſame Dreſs: This 
ſoon diffuſed it ſelf over the Nation; thus French Fa- 
ſhions, after they had been diſuſed during the War, 
crept in, and Muſlins, that coſt but a Trifle in India, 


1 brought home in our own Navigation, (beſides a vaſt 
e Wantity for Re- exportation) were thruſt out of Wear 
w ar Home, and diſcouraged by our Example abroad; 


and Lawns and Cambricks, that coſt from five to twen- 
ty Shillings per Yard, became our general Wear, for 
no other Reaſon but becauſe the French wore them. + 
They have been improving the Growth of Mulberry- 
Tress, and increaſing the Produce of their Silk ever 
ſince Henry the Fourth's Time; and in Lewis the Fours 
teenth's Time, Monſ. Colbert continued the Improve- 
ment thereof with great Succeſs, and made that extra- 
ordinary Progreſs therein, that they now raiſe enough 
to carry on their Manufactures with their own Silk, as 
we do ours with our Wool; and tho Silk Manufac« 
tures were. heretofore chiefly the Wear of Women, 
he they found it their Intereſt to run into the making of 
Silk Garments for Men alſo. In the Summer their No- 
4 28 and Gentry wear Silk Grograms and Paduaſoys 
for Coats, Waſtcoats, and Breeches, and in the Win- 
rl Velvets; doubtleſs being very ſenſible, whatever 
Faſhions were invented in France, would ſoon, be fallen 
into by the Exglih Nation. „„ 
The French are very ſenſible of the Aſcendancy they 
have over us in this Reſpect. How few have we tbat 
= 95 into France, if they make any Stay there, but come 
reſs'd up in French Stuffs and French Airs: But if any 
* ot the French come here, the meaneſt of them ſcorn to 
ok take up any of our Engliſu Faſhions. ns 
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This is a moſt ſubſtantial Reaſon that we ſhould not 
expect foreign Nations to ſend to us for new Faſhions, 


or faſhionable Goods; the French, our Competitors in 


 gdownto Cape Briton. 


© wa 


Trade, can tell them with Pleaſure, he Engliſh have then 
all from France. It was certainly a Maſter- piece in the 
French to keep this Nation dependant on them for their 
Faſhions ; ho little ſoever ſome may think of this, it 
has drawn many Thouſand Pounds Yearly into France, 
and leſſened our Trade with foreign Nations. 5 

* I might give many other Inſtances to ſhew the many 
Arts the French have uſed to gain a Place with thoſe Na- 
tions they trade withal, and if they cannot effect it by 
one Means, they are never at reſt till they can by ano- 
Sher! : | 5 

; It is very well known, the Spaniards always hated 
the Levity natural to the French, and therefore all their 
Art and Skill could never induce them to quit their 
grave Habits, Cloaks of Bays, and the reſt of the $p4- 
niſh Garb, to put on French Faſhions ; and as they could 
not draw them over to wear their Stuffs and Manufac- 
tures, we ſee the Pains thy took to place one of the 


Houle of Bourbon upon the Spaniſh Throne, whole 


French Courtiers have taken great Pains to change the 


Affections of the Spaniards from their own Dreſs into 


that of the French. The ſame Methods they take with 


the Indians which lie on the Back of our Settlements 


1 


from the River Mi//ppi to the River Canada, and lo 
As they made Uſe of Cardinal Portacarero to draw o- 
yer the Spaniards to receive a King from France, thc 
leſſer Prieſts are placed among the Indians, to draw them 
over into Amity and Affection to them; they perſuade 
as many as poſſible to be of the French Religion; they 
oblige their People to marry with the Indians; and 
vhere they cannot draw them into French Cuſtoms, they 
fall into theirs. They uſe all Manner of Arts to ex- 
preſs their Kindneſs to ſuch as come into their Religr 
on; and in ſhort, they take all Meaſures to become one 
People. It is ſaid to be 6the: wiſe in aur Colonies, eſ- 
pecially New-England, &c, For we are told, 2 
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: they have perſwaded ſome of them to embrace their 
2 inſtead of winning Ways to gain upon their 


n Aﬀections, they often deride them for being Indians. 
* If it be Fact, as I am afraid it is, it is Pity thoſe Peo- 
e ple were not better inſtructed; and if our People can- 
ir not come up to the engaging Ways the French uſe, yet 
it at leaſt that good Manners were ſhewn to them. 


CHAP. XXIIL 


) 

6 Propoſitions for better regulating and employing the 
y Poor. ; 

Qs j 

8 I have mentioned ſeveral Inconveniencies and 
ed | Obſtructions to our Trade and Commerce, I 


ſhall now ſpeak of ſame Methods to remedy the ſame, 
eir and ſhew wherein the Manufactures, Trade, and Na- 
4 · vigation of this Kingdom may be enlarged. 
1d The firſt and greateſt will be in finding effectual 
c- Ways for employing our Poor, and putting all the 
he Hands to work, either at Home or in the Plantations, 
ole who cannot ſupport themſelves; and as in the follow» 
he ing Diſcourſe] have had in View the railing and produ- 
wo cing great Plenty of Materials in our Plantations for 
ich ſetting the Poor to Work, the ſeveral Employments 
nts Ml ariſing from Hemp, Flax, Silk, &c. will afford ſuch 
ſo Variety, that there will be enough, not only for the 
robuſt and ſtrong, but for the weakly, and even for 
o- Children; and doubtleſs a good Example and Perſeve- 
the nance in the Rules of Induſtry will change the very In- 
em MW clinations of thoſe idle vagrant Perſons, who new run 
ade about the Kingdom, and ſpend their Time and what 
hey Money they can any Way come at upon their Debau- 
and ches. We ſee all wiſe Governments have and do fol- 
hey MW low this Practice: The Dutch have brought their Poor 
ex- ¶ under ſuch Regulations, that there is ſcarcely a Beggar 
ig to be ſeen in the whole United Provinces; for that no o- 
one ther Nation may under-work them, they take all ima- 
& — Care to keep all Materials for Manufactures as 
ow es poſſible, and lay their Taxes upon ſuch Things 
„„ 5 TT 
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2s the People cannot ſubſiſt without, as Eatables, Fi. 
ring, &c. very well knowing that Hunger and Cold will 
make People work to ſupply their Neceſſities. Flan- 
ders and Hambourg purſue the ſame Mealyres, for ſup. 
preſſing Idleneſs and Beggary- Queen Elizabeth made 
good Laws for reſtraining 
and all looſe, idle, diſorderly People, by erecting Work- 
houſes jn ſeveral Counties of the Kingdom, to keep 


them to hard Labour. Indeed it is [aid the Laws in Force 


wo not impoꝛver the Maſters of Work-houſes to adminiſter 
Correction to ſuch as will nas work,which it is hoped will now 
be rectified. Notwithſtanding this was not provided 
for, her wiſe Miniftry had conſidered the Advantages 
that would accrue to the Nation, by reforming the loole 


Manners of the meaner People, and employing them in 


ſuch profitable Works and Manutactures as would en- 
rich the Kingdom, and render it conſiderable, by en- 
hrging our Trade, and ſupplying Foreign Markets with 
our Woollen Goods, and other Products of the Nati- 
on; for the turning the Practice of this Sort of Peo- 
ple from Idleneſs to Labour, is alſo turning their Minds 
and Inclinations from Lewdnels to Virtue. . 


It has been remarked by our Clothiers and other 
| Manufacturers, that when Corn has been cheap they 


have had great Difficulty to get their Spinning and o- 
ther Work done; for the Poor could buy Proviſion e- 
nough with two or three Days — to ſerve thema 
Week, and would ſpend the reſt in Idleneſs, Drinking, 
Ec. But when Corn has been dear, they have been 
forced to ſtick all the Week at it; and the Cloathiers 
have had more Work done with all the Eaſe that could 
be deſired, and the conſtant Application to Buſineſs 
had fixed their Minds ſo much to it, that they have not 
only had 3 enough to purchaſe Food, but alſo to 
provide themſelves with Cloaths and other Neceſſaries, 
whereby to live comfortably. Some few other Regu- 
luians were added in the Reign of King James the 
Firſt, as well as in the Reigns of King Charles the Firſt 
and Second, and many good ones were added in the 


thening. 


agrants, ſturdy Beggars, 


: Reigns of King William ard Queen Aune, for ſtreng- | 


„ 


chening the former Laws, and keeping the poor to their 


proper Settlements, ſtrictly enjoining the Juſlices of f 


peace; Conſtables, and other Officers, to put the ſeve- 
ral Laws in Execution, and for levying ſundry Fines to 
which they were liable. But — we have 
ſo many excellent Laws, great Numbers of ſturdy Begs 
gars, looſe and vagrant Perſons, infeſt the Nation, but 
no Place more than the City of London and Parts adja- 
cent. If any perſon is born with any Defe& or Defor- 
mity, or maimed by Fire or any other Caſualty, or by 
any inveterate Diſtemper, which renders them miſer- 
able Objects, their Way is open to London, where they 
have free Liberty of ſhewing their nauſeous Sights to 
territy People, and force them to give Money to get rid 
ot them z and thoſe Vagrants have for many Years paſt 
removed out of ſeveral Parts of the three Kingdoms, 
and taken their Stations in this Metropolis, to the Inter- 
ruption of Converſation and Buſineſs. This muſt proceed 
from the very great Neglect of the inferior Officers in and 
about this City, who ought to put the Laws in Execu- 
tion; for in thoſe Places where Magiſtrates take Care to 


keep Conſtables and other Officers to their Duty, they 


have little or no Trouble of this Kind, eſpecially where 
there are Work- houſes. : 

The Magiſtrates of Briſtol have that City under ſuch 
excellent Regulation, that Foreign Beggars dare not 
appear; they are not troubled with obnoxious Sights, 
ſo common with us; their Work-houſes are terrible e- 
nough to them; for as ſoon as any of them are eſpied 
in the City, they are taken up and whipt: And where- 
ever Work-houſes have been built (if well directed) 
the Pariſh Rates have been much leſſened; and doubt- 
leſs when the Maſter of the Work-houſe, and others 
under him come to be experienced in the ſeveral Em- 
3 om the Poor are put to, and perform their Duty 
with Integrity, there will be little Occaſion to waſte 
the Pariſh Money upon Perſons that are able to work; 
and even Children would ſoon come to ſpin or do ſome- 
thing for a Maintenance. The _— Work-houſe 
in the City of London is an Example of this Kind; the 
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pour Orphans among them, as well as the Children of 
; uc 


by Act of Parliament, it is a = Pity that ſo profit- 


| Fer is an Inducement to a great many to follow the ſame 


ter to augment it, and bring them to live in a more re- 


vhich there might be a W ork-Houſe for the Uſe of 
their — Diviſions, that is to ſay, two, thre, 


are placed. There are ſeveral other good Rules laid 


+ thods for raiſing a Stock for employing them, which 


. 


h Poor as are not able to ſubſiſt them, are put to their 
Work-houſe, where they are taught to read and write 
certain Hours of the Day, and at other Times are put 
to ſpin, or oth& Employments; and it is found by Ex- 
perience, that the Children who can change their Em. 
ployments from their Books to their Spinning, &c. are 
as well ſatisfied therewith, as if they had fo much 
Time allowed them for Play ; and the Emulation who 
ſhall do moſt and beſt, ſeem to be as much regarded by 
them, and they have as great a Deſire to whe. ge ano- 
ther, as other Children have at their moſt pleaſing Di- 
verſions. And as the Nation has found great Advan- 
tage by thoſe Work- houſes which have been eſtablith'd 

able an Inſtitution was not made general thro' the Na- 
tion, that ſo there might be no Pretence for any Beggar 
to appear abroad. Their Example is very pernicious 
for what they get by begging is conſumed commonly 
in Ale-houſes, Gin-ſhops, Ic. and one drunken Beg- 


rade. No Body is more deſirous the Poor ſhould be 
plentifully provided for than my felt; and if-the pre- 
{ent Allowance is not ſufficient, it would be much bei- 


lar Way, than to ſuffer thoſe Strollers to go about 
begging from Door to Door. I have ſeen a little Book 
writ by that worthy Father of bis Country, Sir Mat- 
them Hale, wherein he lays down Propoſitions for e- 
recting W ork-Houſes, viz. That the Juſtices at ther 
Quarter-Seſſions might diſtribute the Pariſhes in ther 
ſeveral Counties into ſeveral Diviſions, in each ot 


four or five Pariſhes to a Work-Houſe, according to 
the Greatneſs or Smallneſs of the Pariſhes wherein they 


down by him for the Government of fuch Works 
Houſes, and for ſetting the Poor to Work, with Me 


- 


might 


1 
might be improved to the very great Advantage of the 
publick; however, where the People are in the greateſt 
Diſtreſs, there is moſt Occaſion to begin; and there is 
no Place fo immediately ſtands under a Neceſſity of be- 
ing relle ved from thoſe Vagrants as the City of London, 
and adjacent Parts, as is before hinted; If the Work- 
houſe inBi/bopſgateStreet is not large enough for holding 
and corre᷑ting all thoſe diforderly Perſons, it is Pity 
but another Work- houſe was added for the City, and 
that every large Pariſh round the City was obliged to 
build one for receiving of their own Poor, as well as for 
cortecting all thoſe Strollers. The Difficulty will be 
to find out a Method for better putting the Laws in 
Execution. I muſt confeſs I think the Error is in depend- 
ing _ Conſtables z they are Men of Buſineſs; and 
have Families to ſupport ; none of them take the Office 
upon then but withRegret zand if they can find Money, 
rather buy off than ſerve in their own Perſons ; if they 
are forced to ſerve, when the Laws againſt Vagrants 
ſhould be put in Execution, the Conſtable is about his 
own Buſineſs ; and, if poiſible, will not be found. I 
therefore think that the Conſtable ſhould not be de- 
pended upon in this Caſe, but that the whole Care 
ſhould be committed to the Beadle of every Ward, and 
their Under-Beadles, with an Augmentation of their 
Salaries, to make it worth their while to put the Laws 
in Execution againſt all ſuch looſe People: And, as E 
have obſerved, our Tradefmen commonly Fine off, if 
they can, from ſerving Conſtable; on the contrary, 
the Place of Beadle of a Ward is a Place of Value, and 
very much ſollicited for, and Men of good Characters 
ue recommended to it. The like Struggle, is made in 
Pariſhes upon Choice of their Beadle; and if the Bea- 
de of each Pariſh had alſo a further Allowance for kecp- 
ing the Parifhes clear of Beggars, in my Opinion it 
would be the likelieſt Way effectually to remedy the 
great Diſorder we are now under. By the preſent Laws, 
cyery Perſon that takes up a Vagrant is intituled to the 
dum of Two Shillings, to be paid by the Conſtable ; 
Now if the Beadle was directed to pay the faid Two 
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Shillings, inſtead of the Conſtable, and the Church: 
Warden to repay him, and charge it in his Pariſh Ac- 
count, and the ſaid Beadle to carry ſuch Beggar or other 
Vagrant to the Work-houſe, there to be ſet to Work, 
it would undoubtedly clear the Streets of ſuch Va- 
grants; and the Beadle ſhould be ſubjected to a Penalt 

it he did not exert his utmoſt Endeavour to take up . 
ſtrolling Beggars, upon Information given him of ſuch 
being ſcen in his Ward, and even to be turned out of his 
Nlace for continued Neglects; and doubtleſs every Al- 
derman in the City would encourage ſo neceſſary a Re- | 
aye", and ſee that his Beadle does his Duty, and | 
keeps his Ward clear of ſuch Vagrants. But as to thoſe | 
Creatures that go about theStrcers to ſhew their maim'd 
Limbs, nauſeous Sores, ſtumpHandsor Feet, or any other b 

Deformity,I am of Opinion, that they are by no Means 

Objectsfit to go abroad; and conſidering chef rights and 0 
pernicious Impreſſions which ſuch horrid Sights have t 
given to pregnant Women (and ſometimes even to the 1 
disfiguring ot Infants in the Womb) ſhould move all c 
tender Husbands to deſire the Redreſs of this Enormity, . 
and to look upon this as a Charity fit to be provided for 0 
in the firſt Place, by erecking an Hoſpital on Purpoſe 
tor receiving and ſtrictly confining ſuch People from all 
Parts of the Nation, who wander about to extort Mo- 

ney by expoſing thoſe diſmal Sights; and as it is pro- 
bable, that one large Houſe would receive and ſupport 
all iuch miſerable Objects ; ſome ſmall Addition might 
be made to the Pariſn Rates, or ſome National Colle- 
ction ordered to anſwer that Charge, and all Counter- 
feits (as there are many) of this Kind deſerve to be tran- 


ſported. 
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Increaſe of the Home Conſumption of Sugar very great. Ro- 
exportation ſunk io little or nothing. The Remedy pro- 
P0 /ed, | ; 5 5 | 
W gain d the Sugar Trade from the Portugueſe, 
who ſupplied moſt Part of Europe with their 
Brazil Sugars. According to Sir Fofiah Child's Account, 


they commonly imported into Europe One Hundrecz or 
| . | e ne 
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One Hundred and Twenty Thoufand Cheſts annually, 
and ſold their Whites from Seven to Eight Pounds per 
Hundred; but as the Engliſh Plantations increaſed in 
making Sugars, they brought the Price of thoſe of 
the Brazils to Fifty Shillings or three Pounds per 
Hundred; and ſince that Time we have beat them out 
of almoſt all that Trade on chis Side the Streights- 
Mouth; But ſtill they have a conſiderable Trade up 
the Levant, which is ſecured to them by being ſo peer 
nearcr thoſe Markets than we; and our Turkey Mer- 
chants, as I am informed, buy conſiderable Quantities 
ot them, as well as of the French at Marſeilles, which 
they tranſport to Tyrkey, But before we could beat 
the Brazil Sugars out of thoſe Parts of Europe, our 
Planters of Barbadoes and other Iſlands were forc'd to 
{ell theirs ſo low as Six, Seven, or Eight Shillings per 
Hundred; and the low Price the Engliſh fold theirs at 
diſcouraging the Brazil Planters from going on, and pu- 
ting them upon other Methods of Buſineſs, they hap- 


pened to find out their Mines of Gold which have ſuc- 


ceeded beyond Expectation. The Conſumption of 
Sugars increaſing, gave us an Opportunity of raiſing 
ours exceedingly. 2 
This advance of Sugars encouraged the French to in- 
large their Plantations at Martinico, Guardulapa, &c. 
from whence France had not only a ſufficient Supply 
for their own Conſumption, but brought a conſiderable 
Treaſure into that Kingdom. | | 
This Succeſs put the French upon ſeizing Part of the 
Iſland of Hiſpaniola, which being very fertile, and 
proper for Sugar, inclined ſome Planters to ſettle there; 
ut wanting Stocks to tranſport themſelves and to erect 
Works, we are told the King paid for the Paſſige of all 
ſuch as were willing to ſettle themſelves and Families 
in thoſe Colonies, with an Allowance for Proviſions 
and other Neceſſaries for maintaining them a whole 
Year after their Arival, beſides other large Encourages 
ments, which ſoon put them upon making ſuchQuanti- 


ties of Sugar, that they have of late Years generally 
underſold us in the Markets of Hambourg, Holland, 
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Flanders, &c. which about Thirty five or Forty Year 
ago were chiefly ſupplied by us. If a View was to bg 
taken of our Importation then, and our Home Con- 
ſumption, I am informed that two Thirds of what our 
Plantations produced was re- exported; But when the 
War began with France, our Re- exportation very ſoon 
| ele and the Prize-Sugars taken by the French 
from us, not only help'd to fill the Markets we uſed to 
ſupply, but greatly enrjch*'d them. 1 
As the Declenſion of this Trade is viſible, and the 
Danger of loſing it too apparent, without ſome ſpec- 
dy Care, I am humbly of Opinion there can be no other 
way to retrieve it, hut by inlarging our Plantations, and 
not only vye with the French in foreign Markets, but if 
_ poſſible, to beat them out, as we formerly did the Per- 
zugueſe. FJ ³ðͤ v 
Our Planters are ſo far from being concerned at the 
Decay of our foreign Trade, that they have complain 
ed too many Sugars were made, and we may conclude 
will make what Intereſt they can with their Governors 
and others, to prevent their making and ſettling any 
new Plantations : If they can fupply enough for Home 
Conſumption at a great Price, it antwers their Purpoſe. WW A 
The Iſland of Barbadoes is very much worn our, and l 
does not afford the Quantity of Sugars as heretotore, t 
and yet the Planters live in great Splendor, and at vaſt L 
_ Expence, while the French, under the Remembrance Ml te 
of their Poverty on their firſt Settlement ot Hiſpaniola, 
continue to live very fru ally, and by their Labour, Pc 
Induſtry and Fertility of chei 80il, are able to underſel of 
ps. The only Places we can think of where we may of 
inlarge our Sugar Plantations, are 2 obago, which is an Pa 
extraordinary rich and fertile Iſland, with an excellent 
Harbour, abounding with good Water; and we are ot] 
told ſomè of the Rabens Ind would produce very ab 
good Sugar, and very large Tracts of Land in Jamaica N of 
main untouch'd, eſpecially on the North Side. But IM Pl: 
that which would enable us moſt effectually to retrieve I it; 
our ſupplying the Markets of Europe, would be the il po 
raiſing Sugar Plantations on the South Part of Carolina, ll the 
provided the Climate be hot enough for it, We 
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ry We have made Enquiry ot a great many Planters, 
0 who are generally of Opinion, that no Country produ- 
n ces Sugar where there are Froſts; but on the contrary 
ur we are informed, that the Province of Nankin in China 
he produces excellent Sugars, tho' the Country is ſo cold 
on in Winter, that it is ſaid the great Rivers have been 
ch froꝛen over, and that the Province of Penſab or Lahore 


to produces the beſt Sugars in all India, as well as the beſt 
Indigo in the World, which lies much about the ſame 
Latitude with the Southermoſt Parts of Carolina. 
There has been Sugars made upon the — of Ma- 
dera, as well as in Old Spain, where alſo they ale ſubj ect 
to Froſts. 5 1 | 
If thofe Countries produce Sugars, I canſee no Rea- 
ſon why the Southermoſt Part of Carolina ſhould not 
Fare them likewiſe, eſpecially that fine Tra& of 


he and bordering upon the River of Port-Royal, a Coun- 
in- tryabounding withProviſions of all ſorts, where Negroes 
de and Servants may be maintained at a ſmall Charge. 

ors It is highly worth making the Experiment, to pre- 
ny ſerve a Trade that has brought ſo much Treaſure into 
me the Kingdom; but this can never be done without the 
fe. Aſſiſtance of the Government; for if France give thoſe 
nd large Bounties and Encouragements to ſuch as plant 
Ic, their Settlements, having vaſt Tracts of uncultivated 
alt WW Land in Petitguavus, they will out · do any private Plan · 
ice ters from this Kingdom. oo 

la, It is ſaid, before the War ten or twelve Millions of 
ur, Pounds was as much as we ſpent at home annually; bur 
rel ¶ of late our Conſumption hath been about ſixty Millions 
ay of Pounds, and our Re- exportation ſcarcely one ſixth 
an Part of that. | 

cat If the Increaſe of our Luxury was equal to this in 
are I other things, the Nation would be reduc'd to a miſer- 
ry able Condition. Formerly there were large Quantities 
ie of Indigo made at Jamaica, and very good, but the firſt 
zut Planters having grown rich, were negligent in planting 
eve n; and the French having ſent conſiderable Numbers of 
the poor People, at the Charge ot the Crown to Hiſpaniola, 
7 they ſoon fell upon that Manufacture, and underſold 
1 ? | | dur 
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our Jamaica Planters ſo much, that they beat them out 
of the Trade; ſo that what we now receive under the 
Name of Jamaica Indigo, is generally made by the 
French, as lam credibly informed, and our Plantation; 
come to nothing, as well as thoſe of our Cocoa-Nurz, 
a great part of which we alſo have from the French. 

The Miniſters of France know very well, that when 
Planters grow rich and oppulent, they will naturally be 
above their Buſineſs; and therefore that wiſe Nation 
hath taken Care to ſupply the Places of ſuch in their 
Colonies, at the Expence of the Crown, as L have al. 
ready ſaid; and if we have any Regard for our Planta- 
tions, we mult enter into the like Meaſures, and find d. 
out Land for ſome poor induſtrious Families, who will IM tt 
renew thoſe Plantations, and raiſe enough of the two ec 
laſt Commodities to ſupply our own Conſumption, Ml nc 
Doubtleſs the Places I have already mentioned, would Ml th 

produce enough, if induſtrious poor People were ſent if ta 
' overto undertake it, and Money lent them to purchak W th 
Negroes, as the French do to theirs. | B, 


N. B. For the better Explanation of our Importation Ml rec 
of Sugar, and the Decay of our Re-exportations, I br: 
thought convenient to give here the Imports and Ex- 
ports for the Years 1720, 1721, and 1722, that every 
5 may ſee the vaſt Quantity we conſume at home, 
and how our Exportations are decreaſed; and Ian 
intormed the three preceding Years, and three fol. 
lowing, are not more advantagious to us than thok 
I have mentioned. © 


| Home Con- 

Import. _ Export. ſumption, | 

1720 5703286 © 16 121998 0 9 os 0.7 
1221 497540 2 21 66743 3 Il 430796 3 10 
2722 616893 2 22 $3609 2 5 333284 0 17, 
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CHAP. XXV. 


PROPOSALS for enlarging our Plantation Trade, 


and mabing it more profitable to England, by ſtrengthen- 
ing the Att of Navigation, and obliging all Ships that 


touch at Portugel, Cc. to come to Great-Britain, be- 


fore they ſpall return to the Plantations. 


Shall here obſerve a Branch of Trade which has not 


been ſufficiently taken Notice of, 1 mean the Trade 


drove between the Plantations, Portugal, Spain, and 


the Srreights. I would not be underſtood as if Idefigns 
ed to prevent the carrying of any ſort of Goods they 
now carty from the Plantations to Portugal, &c. but on 
the contrary, I ſhould think it greatly to our Advan- 
tage, that we were capable of ſupplying them with all 
the Commodities and Naval Stores they have from the 
Baltick, which by a proper Regulation might eaſily be 
done: And if Pitch and Tar were carried thither di- 


rectly, it would anſwer better than having them 
brought home, and allowing ten Shins per Barrel 


Bounty, in order for cheir being afterwards re-export=- 
ed. The Injury done to our Trade now carried on, is, 


that they diſpoſe of Cargoes from New-England, and 


frequently inveſt Part of the Produce in Goods which 
they meet with in thoſe Places, as alian Silks, French 
Silks, Stufls, Druggets, India Silk, Callico, French, 
Dutch; and Hambro' Linnens, and the Money that 
ſhould be brought to us is laid out in foreign Manufac- 
tures; and inſtead of coming to Old- England, they go 
back and winter there, and ſo by Degrees become In- 
habitants. It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary, that 
Ships which trade between the Plantations and any Part 
of Europe, ſhall be tied down by the ſtrongeſt Penal- 
ties, not to return again to the Plantations without ta- 
king their Clearings from ſome Port of Great-Britain : 
For if they are oblig'd to come hither before they re- 
turn, they will bring the Produce of their Cargocs with 


”. - fall 


them, and of Conſequence. lay it out with us, and we 
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(49) 
ſhall find, when they are debarr'd returning back again 
to the Plantations, the Fiſhery there will be carried on 
as formerly: For ſome of the old traders ſay, A long 
Time after the firſt ſettling of New-England, it was 
cuſtomary for our Ships to go thither and purchaſe x 
Loading of Fiſh of the New- England-men, who were 
then the Fiſhermen only, and we the Merchants and 
Navigators. Such a Trade is now carried on between 
England, Newfoundland, and the Streights; for a great 
many Galleys oh ro Newfoundland; there purchaſe a 
Loading of Fiſh for the $zreights, where they deliver 


their Cargo, and take a Loading for England, Holland, 


or the Baltick, &c. and ſo return home. If this Re- 
ation was made, they would find it their Intereſt to 


Rick to their Fiſhing and Coaſting, which I am py 
eit 


ſwadedꝰ would be more to their Advantage than t 


Voyages to the Streigbis; for where People have Buſi - 


neſs enough in a very few Employments, it is the ſureſt 
gain Riches. | | 

As the Trade now ſtands; the Dutch and Hamburghers 
freight our Ships to tranſpors their Goods; but if all 
Ships were oblig'd to come home before they return to 
the Plantations, the Harbours of Portugal and Spain 
would be always filled with Engliſh Ships, and would 
increaſe the Dependance of the Dutch and Hambourgers 


for the Freight of their Goods, and exceedingly in- 


creaſe our Navigation. It would alſo be a very great 
Advantage to us, to have our Goods brought home up- 
on Eaſy Freight from the Streigbis; for it Ships are o- 
bliged ro come to England before they return, all the 
Freight they make hither is clear Profit: And ſending 
Goods thither may alſo be done with very great Advan- 
rage to us, for then Ships that go in Ballaſt to the Plan. 
tations, ſail by the Mouths of the Harbours of Portugal 
and Spain, and would be glad of the Opportunity of 


taking a Freight in their Way, which may be done al 


moſt without Loſs of Time. 1 e 
Me are fallen into the Method of making fine clay d 


Sugar in our Plantations, but are excluded from the 


Advantage of having the Srreights for a Market, being 


P, . end, . ̃ — ). at . 


(41) 
firſt obliged to bring them home, which was theCharge 
of Entring, Landing, Houſing, c. amount to about 
twice as much as the Freight would be from our Plantas 
tions thither. . „ 
Now in as much as the greateſt Part of the Ships 
that uſe the Barbadoes and Famaica Trades are large Fri- 
oate-like Ships, fit for the Streights Trade; * if thoſe 
— were admitted to be carried directly into the Ae. 
diterranean, we might diſpoſe of large Quantities in 
"$pain, Leghorn, and other Parts of Italy, Cicily, Venice, and 
even to7arkey,which would help'to payfor the Currants, 
Raiſons, and other Fruits we have from thence. A 
Law was made ſome time Time ago for burning all the 
Tobacco the Merchant thought proper to throw upon 
the Crown, at 1 34. per Pound, the Reaſon of which 
was the Planters had overſtock'd the Market, and there- 
fore this Expedient was found out. But inſtead rhere- 
of, if the Enumeration had been taken off, and our 
Merchants had had Liberty of ſending that Tobacco, 
which is called Scrubs, and other ordinary Sorts direct- 
ly to the Szreights, the Crown might have ſaved chat 
Money, for doubtleſs a great deal might be ſold all along 
the Coaſt of Spain, within the S7reights; as well as 
Leghorn, Coaſts of Italy and Africa, and would beat 
out the Levant Tobacco, ours being much more valued, 
but becauſe theirs is cheaper, they now ſupply them 
for this round about Navigation, bringing Home, 
Landing and Re-ſhipping, makes the Freight of ours 
as dear again as it would be to carry it directly to the 
Streights; and to be ſure double Freight upon a Com- 
modity of ſo {mall Value; as effectually excludes us from 
the Benefit of ſuch a Trade, as it would exclude us from 
the Benefit of our New -England and Newfoundland Fi- 
ſhery, if we were obliged to bring our dryed Fiſh firſt 


» 


N. B. To remove the jealouſy of thoſe that ſay the Plantations 
1 may run away with our Trade if the Enumeration be taken off, it is 
00 propoſed, That all Ships that carry enumerated Commodities from 
he the Plantations to the Streights, & c. ſhall be Britiſh built, their Sails 

and Rigging of Britiſh Manufacture, and three Parts of the Owners 
1 "Iahabirants of Great Britain: 


W 
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Home, and afterwards re- export it. It is very probable 
if Sugar, Tobacco and Rice and other Products of our 


| Plantations were admitted to be carried directly to the 


* 


Streights, we might diſpoſe of as much of thoſe Com- 


modiries there, as would bring us in ſeveral Hundred 


thouſand Pounds yearly, and I think this new Improve. 

ment of Trade will not interfere with the Intereſt of 

any particular Perſon. 1 
As I am for taking the Advantage of this ſhortFreight, 


thereby to gain a new Market for the Products of our 
Plantations, I would not have the leaſt Prejudice done 
to our preſent Navigation; and theretore, becauſe we 


ſometimes ſend Tobacco, &c. into the Bay of Biſcay, 
every Ship that comes on her Voyage homewatds as far 
North as Cape Finiſtre, ſnall be obliged to land her Goods 
in ſome Port of Great-Britain, and then re- export them 
from hence. 

And if our Ships ſhould not readily meet with a 
Freight from the Streights, &c. there are Places which 
.auay be mentioned at a proper Time where Salt makes of it- 


ſelf, and may be enlarged ſo as to load ſeveral hundred 
Vedſſels with Salt in a Year, which may be diſpoſed of 
at Hambro', the Baltick, &c. and in Time thoſe Salt- 


Works may bring a large Revenue to the Crown. This 
Care is agrecable to the Practice of Queen Elizabeth, 


who was the firſt crown'd Head that gave effectual Cir- 
., culation and Spirit to our Commerce: She knew the 
right Way to enrich the Nation, was to ſend outs 
many of our Products and Merchandize as poſſible, and 
look d with a careful Eye upon thofe Commodities 
vhich were imported for Luxury. And to put a Stop 


41 to a wondrous Exceſs in Apparel about the r6th Year 


- © of her Reign, which had ſpread itſelf all over England; 


© the Queen obſerving, that to maintain this Excels 


great Quantities of Money were carried out of Ex. 


C and to buy Silks and other out-landiſh Wares, and 


that many of the Nobility waſted their Eſtates and 


run much into Debt, ſhe, by Proclamation, com- 


| © manded all Perſons to conform to a certain preſcribed 


© Faſhionin Apparel, and ſhe began the Example 2 


22 e 2 „ 


„ 
le 6 ſelf in her own Court.” We have had very little of 
ur this Nature ſince her Time, till this Kingdom was 
he bleſſed with our 333 moſt gracious Queen, who hath 
Ne vena moſt noble Example for encouraging the Wear 
ed of our own Manufactures, and diſcouraging thoſe 
'&- WM Drains to the Nation of foreign Lace, Silks, c. and 
of it is to be hoped her Example will be imirated by our 

Nobility and Gentry, and then we ſhall ſoon ſee the 
it, Ballance of Trade turn in our Favour, and Gold and 
ur Silver brought into the Nation to be coined as in the 
nc Days of Queen Elizaberh. : 


we 
95 | AQ BB AP. AVE 
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ds Advantages of carrying Timber from the Plantations 70 | 
em Portugal, Spain, Ic. à great Encouragement to our 
Navigation. | — - 

1 2 


ich T HE carrying Timber from our Plantations ta 
Portugal and Spain, hath been of very great Ad- 
red vantage to this Nation, and would have: bend much 
of more if all thoſe Ships, upon their delivering there, 
had been obliged to come home for England, and take 
bis WI their Clearings out from hence before they could pro- 
21; ceed upon their Return to the ſaid Plantations. As 
ar. the Trade now is, good part of the Produce is brought 
the hometopay for the Woollens and other Manufactures 
a BY ſent to Now-England, &c. but ſeveral Perſons bave let 
and in Notions, that if we ſell our Timber and Boards to 
ties the aforeſaid Places, it will deſtroy our Woods in #- 
top merica, and particularly the Royal Navy may want 
Ear BY Maſts, a net unaccountable Notion! For 1 could 
145 never learn that we ever. imported five hundred Trees 
cels WW in a Year (a Quantity not worth mentioning,) out of a 
Foreſt twelve or fourteen hundred Miles long, and 
and three or four hundred Miles broad. It is generally al- 
and i lowed by all Perſons that know. the Plantations, that 
om, the moſt proper places in the Colonies for ſupplying 
bed WF the Royal N avy, are the Provinces of Main, News 
ber. Hamgſbire, and the r in. Ve- England. Tow 
a a4 - — 
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fore to take all Objections out of the Way, if thoſo 
three Provinces were intirely appropriated to that Uſe, 
the other Parts of the Colonies in America, would ſuſ- 
ficiently ſupply not only Great Britain and Ireland, but 
even Portugal and Spain, with the ſame Quantities that 
they now uſe to the End of Time, provided they will 
admit the young Trees to grow. For it may be obſer- 
ved, the little ——— ot Land that is acceſſable in 
that mountainous rocky Country of Norway has ſup- 
plied not only Great Britain and Ireland, Spain, Portu- 

al, France and Flanders with. Timber, but even Hollaud 
itſelf with Piles for their Dykes, Sea Walls and Foun- 
darions of Houſes, which are thought to be more than 
are growing upon all the acceſſable Ground of Norwaj, 
The greateſt part of Europe is ſupplied with Pipe, Hog- 
ſhead and Barrel Staves from Germany, and the Dutch 
with Oak Timber for building their Ships, and manu- 
facturing into Clapboad and Wainſcot by their Say- 
Mills, with which they not only ſupply this Nation, 
but ſeveral other parts of Europe, and yet the Germans 
are ſo far from apprehending any Danger of not being 
ſupplied with the increaſing Growth of their Oak Tim. 
ber, that they would eſteem it a particular Happineſs 
to have their People employed in cutting down, and 
hauling it to places of Navigation. The Foreſt of 
Mount Libanus, which is but a ſmall Tract. of Land, 
the wooded part of it not ſo big as Yorkſhire, has ſup- 
plied amazing Quantities of Timber. Solomon. in hi 
time employed a great Number of Hewers of Wood 
for building the Temple. The Thrians, Sidonians, and 
all that Coaſt, were ſupplied with Timber from thence 
for their Buildings and Shipping; and Hiſtory tellsu5 
Alexander the Great was ſupplied with Timber from 
thence for carrying on his Bank from the main Land to 
the Hland of Tyre, and all ſucceeding Ages have bcc! 
conſtantly cutting down the Timber, and yet it is {aid 
there is as good there as ever If thoſe places have fur 
niſhed Europe and Aſia with ſuch vaſt Quantities fo! 
ſo many Ages, and the Timber cut down conſtanti 
ſupplied with a Growth of new, what may not be . 
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pected from ſo large a Tract of Ground, fo well reple- 
niſhed- with Trees and navigable Rivers as our Plauta- 
tions are? I give theſe Inſtances to obviate the Miſtakes 
ſome Gentlemen are under, who think our Foreſts 
in America can be hurt by cutting down our Timber. 

Some have made it a Doubt, whether it is prudent 
in us to let Portugal, Spain, or the Streights have Boards 
and Timber from our Plantations z alledging, That if 

they are ſupplied, they may build Merchantmen and 
Ships of War, and may in time interrupt our Frade 
and Navigation; forgetting,” we muſt ſuppoſe, that 
the Dutch will ſupply them with as much German Oak 
as they want, which is much better tor Shipping than 
our Colonies produce. - :; _ 

The Spamards themſelves have great Quantities of 
extraordinary Oak, and fine large Pine Trees fit for 
Maſts, eſpecially in Arragon and Catalonia, near the 
Ebro and Segra; but their indolent Temper is ſuch, 
that if they can purchaſe what they want with Mo» 

ney, they care not to ſtretch out a Hand to help 
themſelves, and I ſhould be very ſorry that we ſhould 
ſtir them up to a Neceflity of becoming induſtrious. 
The Value of Timber among ourſelves has given 
Gentlemen that Notion, becauſe it fetches a great Price 
in this Iſland, it muſt conſequently be valuable all over 
the World: But if they were in America, and there 
beheld the great Labour of the poor Planters to clear 
the os the Wood, (and the vaſt Numbers of 
fine Timber Trees that are haul'd together and burnt) 
before it can be fit for any Uſe, they would certainly 
think it abundance of Prudence to have it cut up into 
s Boards, and other Uſes, and tranſport it to Portugal and 
ron il Spain, and the Money remitted to England; for there 
id to. is no Merchandize more profitable than Timber, be- 
deen ing the moſt bulky, and conſequently employing the 
aid greateſt Numbers ot Ships and Sailors, with a very _ 

imall part of the National Stock, which is ſufficient 
to give it all imaginable Encouragement. > - 

This Merghandize is what has bred the King of Den- 

Mark ſo many Sailors, andenabled him to fit out a _ 

| © .& 5 
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Navy, and his Subjects of Norway ta build ſo great a 


Number of bulky Ships, by which they have en- 


rich'd themſelves to a much greater Degree, than 
the Farmers of the fertile . of Poland 
have done by their Corn: If this Timber Trade has 
been ſo advantageous to them, why may it not be ſo to 
England? We have for the moſt part the ſame Markets; 
we fhall thereby have Opportunities exceedingly to in- 
large our Navigation, and the Wages of a Sailor very 
much exceed thoſe of a Ploughman, Labourer, or 
Manufacturer; their Food and Cloathing are from 


. ourſelves, and if they ſhould carry a Loading of Tim- 


ber from the Plantations ta Spain or Portugal, and re- 
turn to England, not only the Merchant's Profit, but 
the Prafit of the Qwners of the Ship, and the Sailors 
Wages, would all be brought home and ſpent here. 

J have often conſider'd the Advantage a Timber 
Trade would be to us between the Plantations and the 


5 — 4 and I cannot ſee but a thouſand Acres of 
Tim 


r Ground in America may be made more ad- 
vantageous to England, than a thouſand Acres of 
Corn Land within ourſelves. We will ſuppoſe a thou- 
fand Acres of Corn Land may produce thirty Crops of 
Corn in fifty Years; that every Crop may yield in Hol- 
land, (being our moſt certain Market for Corn) four 
thouſand Pounds for every Year of the ſaid thirty 
Years, which is one hundred and twenty thouſand 
Pounds. | 5 F/ ny eg NT, 

We will likewiſe ſuppoſe, that twenty Acres of 


Wood-land in America may afford Timber enough to 
load four Ships of fix hundred Tun each, and their 


Cargoes carried to Spain or Portugal, and there ſold for 
nine hundred Pounds each. Theſe thirty ſix hundred 
Pounds are all produced by the Manufacture and La- 


bour of our own Poor, and National Stock in. this 
Shipping. Theſe thouſand Acres will take fifty Years 


cutting, and fifty Crops at three thouſand fix hundred 


Pounds per Crop, is one hundred and eighty thouſand 
Pounds; I think I have allowed double the Quantity 
of Land neceſſary to produce four Ships Loading of 


Tim? 
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Timber. It is hr known there is ſuch a Propens 
fity in the Land of America to run into Wood, that 
when it has been tilled ſo long, that it would bear no- 
thing, yet has within the Space of thirty Years, been 
loaded with a vaſt Number of Trees, many of them 
above a Yard and a Half in Girt ſix Foot from the 
Ground. Timber grows there ſo very quick that we 
are informed, ſeveral Sorts are at their full Growth in 
fifty Years. Bo | 
CHAP: XXVII. 
Methods propoſed for making Perſons condemned for Tranſ* 
portation uſeful to the Nation, and finding Work inthe 
Plantations for thoſe we cannot employ at home. 8 
* the Year 1716, there was a Paper laid before the 
Lords of Trade for encouraging the raiſing of 
Hemp, making of Iron, Pitch, Tar, and other Things 


in our Plantations, wherein Mention was made of the 


Difficulty of carrying over Servants that were inclin'd 
to tranſport themſelves. Soon after there was a Law 


made which did mitigate the Penalties of ancient Laws, 


particularly that of-the firſt of James the Firſt, to 


prevent the carrying away the Subjects of this King- | 


dom into Popiſh Monaſteries; as well as ſeveral other 
Laws; which were then turned againſt the Merchants 
and Captains of 'Ships that ported thoſe Perſons 
into our Colonies, The redreſſing thoſe Laws in Part, 
hath been of great Convenience to the Traders in our 


Plantations ; bur ſtill Part of them remain, which pre- 


vents franſporting Servants, and therefore t Num- 
bers that dae e be out of Em — an have 
no poſſible Way of recommending themſelves to any 
Service, are forced to ſtarve, or fall into the Practice 
of picking of Pockets, Thieving, or other wicked 
Courſes, to ſupply their immediate Neceſſities; and 


by continuing this Practice, run from one Evil to ano- 


ther, till at laſt they come under the Sentence 1 = 
| 55 1 10 
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Ions, viz. Tranſportation or the Gallows. Now 28 
there cannot be an Act of greater Charity or Humani. 


y, than to put thoſe People into a Way of getting Ml 
Bo-ad for themſelves; if they were ſent into the Colo. fi 
nies, and put upon raiſing and dreſſing Hemp and Flax, i en 

Jam of Opinion; they mig ht not only find a molt pro- m 
fltable Employment, bur alſo thoſe that are condemned Se 


tor petty Larceny, or any other Crime leſs than the pe- me 
nalty ot Death, being ſent thither might be rendered M0: 
uſeful. 3 | | 
Sir Fofah Child ſays in his. Diſcpurſe of the Tradeof Npec 
the Plantations, * That Virginia and Barbadoes were firſt Ml: 
c peopled by a ſort of looſe vagrant People, vicious 
and deſtitute of Means to live at home, and employ 
© themſelves about, or had ſo misbehayed themſelves by {Milf 
_ © Whoring, Thieving, or other Debaucheries, that Nd 
none would ſet them to work,. Thoſe (he ſays) 
c had it not been for our Plantations, muſt have come to 
to be hang'd or ſtarved, or died untimely of ſome 
© miſerable diſcaſes, or ſold themſelves for Soldiers, to {Wi 
© have been knocked on the Head, or ſtarved in the Wt 
©  Quarrels of our Neighbours, as many thouſand brave ſee" 
© Engliſhmen were in the Low Countries, and yet we ſæ Nuit 
c ſeyeral of thoſe People behaved well, and arrived to f. w 
"= great Eſtates, and | help'd to .enrich their Mother 
© Country*. And as an immenſe Wealth hath accrued n, 
to us by the Labour and Induſtry of thoſe People thu N 
ſettled in our Colonies, ſo a mighty Profit may be addel r He 
by raiſing there, Silk, Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot-aſ, {ould 
Cc. of which have treated in this Diſcourſe. Fran WW" 
has, as is already related, ſent over great Numbers o 
their vagrant People to their ſettlements on the Mi 
pi, (upon the back of ours of Carolina, Virginia, a 
Maryland) and down the River St. Lawrence to Can 
Breton, and alſo to Hiſpaniola, where they are put upon 
ſundry Improvements. The Numbers reported to be 
ſent thit her art almoſt incredible; the King pays the 
Charge of tranſporting them, and maintaining thema 
Vear after their Arrival; skilful Perſons direct them "#! 
the ſeveral Employments, and get as many of 2 — 
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doubtleſs would bring greater Incomes to this Kingdom 


cult to find out Perſons proper to direct ſuch Affa 


( 50 ) 


and ſettling Part of Hiſpaniola. They have built the 
Forts of Mobile, Penſacola, Halbamas, Cuſatees, Prud. 
home, Creve=ceur, La Salle, Deonville, Frontenac, Mont 
Real, and ſeveral others from the Miſſiſippi, and ſo down 
the River St. Lawrence upon the Back of all our Settle. 
ments. If we have any Senſe of the Value of that 
commodious Tract of Land, it ought to put us upon 
{ſecuring to ourlelves ſuch excellent Colonies, which 
may, it properly improved, bring this Nation a very 
great Treaſure, and at leaſt build ſome Forts upon the 
Apulachean Mountains, to ſecure us the Right of the 
Mines contained in them, to protect the Indian and 
Skin Trade, and to preſerve the Navigation to our 
ſelves of thoſe great Rivers which have their Fountain 
in the ſaid Hills, and empty themſelves through Caro. 
lina, Virginia, Maryland, &c. into the Virginian Sea. 
The Dutch while they had New-Tork, fortified it, built 
Fort Albany, and ſome other Fortifications; and ſeeing 
the Methods the French take to fortify Places ſo near us 
and the Care of other Nations to ſecure their Colonies 
abroad, a great many People admire it has not ſtirredu 
up to do the like. But I hope the Time is drawing near 
when thoſe Colonies will be more valued, and a greater 
Care taken to improve and preſerve them. N 

To thoſe Convicts, Vagrants, and uſeleſs People, 
we may add the Labour of Negroes or Slaves, which 


by their Employment, than the Mines of Mexico and 
zo bring to Spain, according to the Numbers ſo em- 

O . | | ö 
l I may be objected here, That the raiſing Hemp 
Flax, Pot-aſh, Silk, &c. are troubleſome Underi 
kings, that beſide, Concerns of this Nature will u 
quire ſome Expence to ſupport them, and that it is diff 


and will require great Length of Time to put cc) 
Thing under its proper Order and OEconomy. lti 
anſwered, there never was any new Undertaking or C 
lony ſettled, but required ſome Thought and Expenq 
to put them in good Order, and wirhout, comma 

| = | Improvem 


| 1 
Improvements cannot be carried on. But it is almoſt 
impoſſible to find out five ſuch neceſſary Articles as 
Hemp, Flax, Silk, Iron and Pot-aſh, for carrying on 
the Manufactures of this Kingdom, that can be done 
with ſo little Trouble, which is very well known by e- 
very body that have been employed therein. After 
King Henry the fourth of France had ended the Civil 
Wars, he, the better to increaſe his Revenue, eſtab- 
liſhed all ſorts of Manufactures, which, according to 
Puffendorff and others, drew great Riches into that 
Kingdom. That great Prince knew very well the 
Way to enable his People to pay their Taxes, was firlt 


tocnrich them; that as he propoſed the eſtabliſhing of 


all manner of Manufactures, he muſt bring People from 
other Countries perfectly well skilled in carrying them 
on. I have ſpoke with ſome Refugees that came from 
Brittany upon the Perſecution in France, who were the 
Deſcendants of thoſe very People that he had brought 
out of Holland and Flanders, who firſt eſtabliſhed the 
Linnen Manufacture there; the ſaid Prince ſpared no 
Coſt to effect it, he gave them very large Encourage- 
ment; he was at the Charge of tranſporting Flax and 
Hemp Seed from other Countries, which was given to 
luch Yerſons as would ſow it. King William was equal - 
ly apprehenſive that Manufactures, and employing the 
Poor, was the Way to gain Riches z3 he knew _ 
well the happy Circumſtances of thoſe Princes whoſe 


Subjects had Riches enough to ſupply their Prince with 


Money to defend their Rights and Properties; and as his 
whole Life ſeem'd to be — for the Preſervation of 
the Liberties of Mankind, where it was in his Power, 
he put all Opportunities into their Hands of getting 


lihing a Linnen Manufactury in Jrelaud, in the Begin- 


ning of his Reign, and ſent thither French Refugees 
Killed in carrying it on, and the Parliament of Ireland . 
have followed the Example of that great Prince; they 


have at a very large Expence imported Flax and Hemp 
deed from the Eaſt Country, and gave it to ſuch as 
would ſow it; they have _ given further Encourage- 


2 men rn? 


Riches to detend their Rights; he promoted the eſtab- 
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ums that I have here treuted bn, Come to heffecti. 
on iniour luntuiunt, wei it Act as Front, trelind, 
and ot hour Nations have dane dpen dhe like Oedafön, 
and not i only fend ſtheſe Reap 98 Seed, fuch us Will ſuit 
Them Climate, exher:fromi fr '! Ex pH! or the Eat 
Gęuntry bur Man well ski d, 48is already obſerved; 
Mizſtbei ſent oerto direcx them As private Pamilics 
ate willingto advance Sum of Money to receive them 


great Patdily, theiNarjon; I hope, K bhe ned 
ody, he toadycto advance Money, Whefeit here is ſo 
promiſingra Mie ẽ bf intere ll. France: could not have 
enjdycd iche Advantagts ot the Silk and iL innen Mau: 
Factures, Which now entail rothehn ſe 'grevt à Part of 1 
ben Trade, and, Gold and Siloer of ithe Spar neff. 

Indies, ſif Eu the Fourth had not laid the Foundation F. 
of them. Wel know whoever plants a Mingyarfd muſt MM t6. 
be at ſomei Gharge nd! Cure tœbring things ite do 
Order land: wait: fomectimebeford ie can Ariflk of the M 
Minas ſo muſt al Gcernments befor ehr ent receive Ml pl 
Profs fromany nrw. Undertakingb l Phe Charge that the 
ra geg was at ta get oje wan Robe vut of lind iti : 
vying him whatEhoduragement he deſired; And free * 
vr iſe of uhr Hroteſtam Religion for hinxſtif and al 


Dag ſhould bring with him ſhew, that Leit IV. Ke, 


Anewifuch Jewclgaseſtablifiingiot NManufactufes jt þi 
Kingdom, could not bie noo dear bought; and as I have 
mentzaned the ¶Q zar of dbarſcouy, und His prod: Under: 
i2kings and Hencklation i im Trade, I tiabbii heteeſſar 

hereto mehtiontham again: Et hathb taken Steps be 
yond any ;Moparch mention'd in Hiſtory g ohetshavd 
giyen girat Prixes toi getiskilful Workthewlinro thei? 
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and at laft carried thoſe Manufacturies among the Nu. 
mings, who raiſed Flax and Hemp of their own, and 
have carried the Linnen to the higheſt Perfection of any 
place in Europe, and alſo made various and great Im- 
provements in the Woollen. Theſe two Manufactu- 
ries drew Multitudes of People to ſettle in the 17 Pro- 
vinces, which made them abound with thoſe Numbers 
of Cities, Towns and Villages, ſurpaſſing any place 
upon the Globe of the like compaſs of Ground; and 
England having the greateſt Quantity of the beſt ſort 
of Wool, they purchaſed that fromus, and vaſt Quan - 
tities were exported to Flanders. 


Edward the Third ſaw the Advantage of the Wool. 
len Manufactury, and made a very fair puſh for having 
it removed: hither, and cook proper Meaſures for eſta- 
bliſhing it here as is before mentioned, bur. for Want 
of the like Care in his Succeſſors, it did not take Root 
till the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. In her Time that 
Manufactury was fo eſſectually eſtabliſhed, that a migh- 
ty Progreſs was made therein, and encreaſed ſo conſi- 
erably, that they gained the Reputation ot being the 
beſt in Europe, and a Marker was opened for them not 
only into Spain, France, Italy, and Germazy, but into 
Ruſſia, the Ba'tick, &c. and carried by Way of 4c» 
angel into Perſia, and alſo a Trade ſettled into Turkey. 
England carried on her Trade in the Woollen \Janue 
factury a conſiderable Time, and the reit or Enrope care 
ried on the Linnen and other Manufactures, and ex- 
changed them with us for our Wocllens. But the 
French endeavouring to enlarge the Trade and h anutace 
turies of that Kingdom, found out ſeveral \V ys to 
E the Importation of our Woollens into £4, 
dy cauſing them to be thrown into Water, and then 
to beſhrunk and new dreſſed betore they were admit» 
ted to be ſold ; thoſe vexatious Ways, together with 
the high Duties impoſed upon them, ſoon tired out the 
 Exgliſþ Merchant, and amounted to a Prohibition. 
| -, Thoſe Proceedings gave Spirit to Sweden and ſeve- 
ral German Princes to Pow the Example of France; 
they were alſo willing to try whether they could - 
& * 
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lay the Eng!;ſb Woollen Manufactures under ſuch. Pro- 
hibitions and Difficulties, as to exclude the wearing 
them in their reſpective Dominions; how far they 
have ſucceeded is too well known. | 

We may judge what Part France has gained from us, 
by examining into the mighty Demand there was for 
our Woollen Goods when France was viſited with the 
Plague, and were ſtopt from ſupplying foreign Mar- 
kets: The Demand for our Woollen Goods increaſed 


to ſo great a Degree, that the like has not happened for 


many Ycars, but as ſoon as that Country was freed 
from the Plague, they again ſupplied thoſe Markets as 
formerly, and the Demand for ours gradually ſunk. 
Now as we have greatly increaſed in our Buildings 
and Inhabitants within theſe forty Years, ard have ſo 
many Competitors in the Woollen Manufactury; and 
France, &c. has gained ſo great a Part from us; and ſo 
many Places endeavour to keep out our Woollen Ma- 
nufactures, and ſtill continue to import their Linnen, 
Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot-aſh, Timber, Fc. upon us, 
which draws a very great Treaſure annually out of this 


Kingdom: Some Methods muſt be found out for eſta- 


blihing other Manufacturies for employing our Poor, 
otherwiſe our preſent Riches will decreaſe, our Lands 
fink in Value; and our Manufacturers be forced to go 
into other Countries to find Employment; and if they 
ſhould, I am afraid the Misfortune would be ſeverely 
felt, but this may be prevented; for if we will examine 
into the Conveniencies we have for carrying on the 
2 and moſt profitable Manufacturies, we ſhall 


find that by a right Regulation of the Improvements 


that may be made, eſpecially by modelling the Af- 
fairs of the Colonies, we may equal, if not exceed, 
any Nation in Europe, in — — for carrying 
on the Linnen and Silk Manufacturies, either of which | 
is thought to be as conſiderable in the World as che 


Woollen, and no way interior to it in Point of Profit. 


The making and ſupplying ourſelves with: Pig and 
Bar-Iron from the Colonies, is alſo very material, fince- 


Foreigners draw. between two and three hundred thou- 


ſand 


(CS 
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and all to a Frifle in ready Moneyl w piC og 2, 
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inſeveral Improvements were prqpoſed for raifingi Na 
ral Stores, among the reſt Iron was ome! Theil Lords 


ſhips were told, that Pig and Bar Iron heing Underta- 
. K not be begun nor carried on WIiIHbFU. 
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ue national Stock, rather than let Foreigners run _ 

© WH vith ſo great a Sum. I would farther obſerve, we al- 

bow the Exportation of our Coals to Holland, Flanders, 

R Frante, &c. at 3 5. but what is brought to London, if 

I miſtake not, pays near 103. per Chaldron Duty, ſo 

dat the Hollanders and Flemmings, &c. under-work 

7 London, where the molt and fineſt Steel and Iron Goods 

of the Kingdom are made. 1 

: All other Parts of the Kingdom, where Coals are 

Water-born, pay 5. per Chaldron, which forces us 

A Wl to pay a great Land Carriage upon Foreign Iron into 

the Inland Parts of the Country, to be wrought up 
with Coals where _— pay no Duty. It muſt no doubt 

be a vaſt Pleaſure to thoſe Nations, to ſee the Advan- 

q tage they make of our Negligence, for the Muſcovites | 10 

4 have lately erected Iron-W orks in Siberia, and the =_ | 

Danes have encreaſed theirs in Norway, which is an Ad- 

F dition to what the Swedes formerly have ſupplied us 

with; and each of them ſtrive which ſhall gain the 

1 1 0 Market, the moſt conſiderable in Europe for the 
vaſt Conſumption of Iron; and whereas the Iron- 


þ Works which were erected by the Directions of the 
l hte Czar were in Siberia, we are informed they have 


bund ſeveral Mines in Moſcow, much nearer Navigati- 

„en; and if they could find a Market, it is probable they 

done would very ſpeedily be capable of making as much 

5 Iron as is uſed in Exgland, Holland, Ger many, & c. For as 

the late Czar of Muſcov), had travelled over Europe to 

find out the Secrets by which England and Holland 

5 gain d their Riches, and finding it was by the Labour 

| ef their Poor employed in Manufactures, and export- 
ing them to other Countries, he frequently ſaid he. 
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would be the richeſt Prince in Europe; for as he had 
the greateſt Number of People, he would find out Me- 


8 thods for employing them: And ſince his Deceale, the 
7 Miniſtry of the young Czar have followed his Exam- 
bee, by putting the People upon all the Employments 
1 they can think of, that thereby they may drain thoſe Na- 
bons of their Treaſure who do not make proper In- 
hc&ion into their Commerce. 


And 


T3 


| And it is to be feared this Induſtry and Emulation of 
| theirs will cauſe ſuch vaſt Quantitiesto be thrown in- 


to this Kingdom at ſuch very low Prices, that will in- 
danger the putting down all our Forges, and conſe- 
quently ſink the Value of our Woodlands, if ſome 
Care is not taken to prevent it. 
Now if Encouragement was given for making Pig- 
Iron in our Plantations, that we might be certain of 2 


Supply, then all the Places in this Kingdom where there 
is Water enough, and a ſufficient Quantity of W ood, 


might have Forges erected upon them; and where 
Furnaces would not anfwer ſo well as Forges, they 
might be converted to that Uſe ao. This would bea 
2877 Benefit to the Nation, and keep up all the 
Woodlands in the Kingdom to their full vu 

But before I proceed to ſhew the great Advantage 
thoſe additional Materials would be to carry on the a 


foreſaid Manufacturies, I think proper to take Notice 


of an Objection made by ſome Gentlemen, which is, 
that i we encourage the Plantations, they will grow 
rich and ſet up for themſelves, and caſt off the E 


A Government. 


I have conſidereg- thoſe Objections Abundance of 
Times, the oftner L think of them, the leſs Ground [ 
ſee for fuch Doubts and Jealouſies; for,. | 
1 /f. If we conſider the Situation of our Colonics, 
which ſtretch along the Coaſt for twelve or fourtcen 
hundred Miles, and are ſeparated from one another witk 
great Rivers: A very little Care to guard thoſe Paſſage, 
would make it impracticable for People the moſt deſpe- 
Fately inclined, to get into one Body. 
_ 2dly. As the Subſiſtance of the Colonies is the fup- 
plying our Sugar Plantations with Flower, Bisket, 
ipe-Staves, Fiſh, and other Proviſions, prohibiting 
them that Commerce would be their utter Ruin, it be- 
ing ſuppoſed that nor leſs than eight hundred Veſlei 


belonging to the Province of New-England, are em- 


Ployed in that coaſting and fiſhing Trade. 
_ - 38y. It is to be conſidered, that our Colonics are ut 


der different Governments. Carolina has its own O 


vernolll. 


* 
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rernour. Virginia has a different Governour. Mary- 
lud and Penſilvania have their reſpective Proprietary 
Governours, and the Fer/eys and New-York alſo their 
diftincbGovernours. rats aro has alſo a diſtinct G- 
yernment from the reſt. It would be wonderſul they 
could form a Deſign in ſo many Governments ſo as to u- 
nite in ſuch a Deſign, without being diſcovered or be- 


araying one another. - | 

It muſt be allowed New-Enpland has ſhewn an un- 
common Stifneſs, very different from that Regard they 
ought to have for their Mother Country, or a true 
Senſe of the Protection and great Tenderneſs which 


has been extended to them; but we apprehend, what... 1 


has been done there has rather riſen from the Cavils of 
ſome Men who endeavour to make themſelves popular, 
than any manner of Advantage either to themielves or 
thoſe they repreſent ; and therefore as this is thought to 
be the Clamour of a few, and that the wile and thought- 
ful Men among them diflike ſuch Proceedings, we 
think all judicious Men, when they come to examine 
thoroughly into their Fears, will {ee they are ground- 
lels, and that as it ſeems impoſſible for the other Colo- 
nies to joyn in any ſuch Deſign, ſo nothing could be 
more againſt their own Intereſt. For if New- England 
ſhould ever attempt to be independant of this Ring- 
dom, the ſtopping their ſupplying the Sugar Iflands, 
and coaſting and king Trade, would drive them to 
the utmoſt Difficulties to ſubſiſt as aforeſaid; and of 
Conſequence rhe Part they have in that Trade, would 
fall intothe Hands of the other Colonies, which would 
greatly encreaſe their Riches. But if ſome turbulent 
ſpirited Men ſhould ever be capable of raifing any De- 

ion, a ſmall Squadron of light Frigates would en- 
tirely cut off their Trade; and if that did not do, the 
Government would be forced, contrary to their Pra- 
Rice, to do what other Nations do of Choice, viz. 
Place ſtanding Forces among them to keep them in or- 
der, and oblige them to raiſe Money to pay them. We 
do not mention this with any Apprehenſion that _ 
2 85 c 3 11 E | y 
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they will give Occaſion, but to ſnew the Gonſequencei 
that muſt naturally follow. 1 

Some Perſons who endeavour to repreſent this Colo- 
ny in the worſt Light, would perſwade us they would 
put themſelves under a _— Power, rather than not 
gratify their Reſentments 
what that foreign Power, muſt be, there are none to 
be found but Spain, France and Holland; as to Spain and 
France, the Spirit of Perſecution among them, with- 
out any other Reaſon, is ſufficient to lay Thoughts of 
that nature aſide; beſide the deſpotick Power uſed by 
thoſe Nations differ ſo very much from the mild and 
gentle Government of England, that thoſe very per- 
ſons who ſhould promote ſuch Diſturbances, would 
tremble at the very Thoughts of being tranſlated from 
their preſent Freedom to the arbitrary Will of an ab- 
ſolute Prince; ſo that there is no Expectation leit hut 
from Holland, and as welye between them and Neu- 
England, we may eaſily interrupt any Correſpondence. 
The Hollanders upon lqme Emergencies exerciſe an ab- 
ſolute Power, and any Clamour againſt the State is ta- 
ken Notice of in its Infancy, and ſoon cruſh'd; but 
our Laws are ſo contrived and regulated, that even 


where 2 Offences are committed, it is difficult in 


many Caſes to bring the Offenders to Juſtice. Let thoſe 
that want to be informed, read over the Hiſtory of their 
Settlements in India, and ſee how many hundred thou 
ſand People they keep under their Obedience by. their 
Garriſons and regular Forces: It is ſaid there are fort) 
Thouſand Chine/e in their Government of Batavia, they 
pay a Crown per Month tor the Liberty of exerciſing 
their Trades, and a Crown per Month more for wear- 
ing their Hair ona Gold Bodkin; that Badge of Free 

dom, as they eſteem it, being denied them in China 
the Tartarian Government, is ſaid to be the Reaſon 10 
many of them ſettled at Batavia. Their Butchers ar 
alſo put under a Licence, and pay the Magiſtrate a tentł 
Penny of the Value for every Beaſt they kill, and eve 
ry Thing elſe is put under a Licence or Exciſe, accord: 
ing to their Cuſtom ; our Colonies have none of —_ 
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ut when they are asked, 
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Taxes to pay, nor ſtanding Armies to maintain, tho? 
they have many and great Advantages that no other 
Nation of Europe could poſſibly give them. They 
have the free Liberty of coming into all the Harbours 
of Europe as much as we ourſelves, a Privilege that other 


European Nations do not allow their Colonies; and yet 


they all have behaved with ſo much Affection and Du- 
ty to their Mother Countries, and are ſo far from at- 
tempting to be Independant, that they every where 
unite with their Governours to bring the Natives of 
thoſe Sertlements to their Subjection; but there is a 
Method propoſed in this Diſcourſe, concerning Acts 
of Aſſemblies, which, if put in Practice, we hope 
will end all Controverſies of chat Nature in our Color 
mes. | 3 
As Ithink I have fully cleared the Difficulty ſome 
have apprehended we were under reſpecting the Colo- 
nies ſetting up for themſelves, I would remove another 
that ſtill remains in the Minds of ſome People; which 
is, that if the Plantations are encouraged to go upon 
raiſing Hemp, Flax, Silk, Iron, c. as ſoon as they 
are put into Methods of raiſing rough Materials, they 
will ſet up thoſe Manufactures with which we now ſup- 
ply them, and ſo we ſhall be deprived of the Advan- 
age of that Trade. | 2 
Theſe Things have often been hinted, but thoſe Per- 
ſons ought to know, the Parliaments of England are 
proper Fudan how to direct and promote ſuch Manu- 
facturies as they think ought to be eſtabliſhed at Home, 
as well as thoſe in our Colonies Abroad, and to put 
down thoſe they think are diſadvantageous to the Na- 
tion; and as they have given Bounties upon Pitch, Tar 
and Hemp, no doubt they will give the like upon Flax, 
and ſuch other Products as will be Materials for em- 
ploying our Poor at Home, that thoſe Commodities 
may be rendred as plentiful as our own Wool, which 
would be an inconceivable Benefit to us, and of many 
Times the Advantage to the Colonies. that ſetting up 
Manufacturies among them, and running many Irons. 


into the Fire at a Time, could be to them; and ſuch 


Favours, 


a f 


TW 
Favours, together with ———_ neſs. of their Land 
sul Labour of their Negroes, would give them op 

punitics of growing very rich. 
IIe Manufacturers here will have Opportunity ef 
x ing all the Poor, and Employment for the Poor 
will make Proviſions riſe, Buildings and Inhabitants 
will increaſe, and the Landlords Rents will be well 
paid; and Nar#b-Brizain, the North of England, and I 7 
Trelaud, may be ſupplied with great Stores of Flax and 
Hemp upon ſuch caſy Terms, chat it will engage Ma- of 
iter Manufacturers and Men of Eſtates from other en 
| 
th 
as 


Countries, vo go thither and ſet them up; and Scotland 
and /relend, chat cannot produce Hemp and Flax for 
employing their Poor above three or tour Months in the 
Year, may ſet up Manufacturies of Linnen, which may M 
be as profitable as the beſt of our Woollens in England, 0 
becauſe they never will want Materials to keep the Poor * 
at Work all the Vear round. | 2 
bis ſupply of Linnen from our own Dominions, will po 
prevent our being drained of our Gold and Silver by th. 
foreign Nations, who it is thought draw. above wo Ove 
Millions a Year from us for their Linnen, Cambricks, he 
Flanders Lace, Threads, c. But if we deſire to have 
thoſe vaſt Advantages, we muſt, like other Nations, 
get Perſons of Knowledge ® and Experience to inſtruct 
our People, and ſhew them how to carry on the Linnen 
Manufacture to the greateſt Perfection. If this is once 
t in Practice, Srotiand and Ireland will have ſufficient 
Funds here from the Produce of their L innen, to anſwer 
all Demands either for ſuch Cloathing or Merchandize 
they may want from hence, or to anſwer Remittances 
upon all other Occaſions. | | 
Here will be Employment for the Merchant in the 
- Plantations to buy rough Materials to be ſent home, and 
here will be Encouragement for the Merchants of E- 
land to huy Manufactures to be ſent thither; — 
on will be encouraged, and ſuch a Circulation of Com- 
merce, that muſt, if undertaken with Application and 
Induſtry, infuſe Riches into every part of the Domini- 


And 


ons of Great- Britain. 
* Van, Robee 64. 


(6) 


Ind indeed one Employment depending on another, | 


is the true Way, not only to gain Riches, bur to bring 
Manufactures to Perfection, as is practiſed in the carry= 
ing on of the Linnen Manufactures of Holland, France, 
Flanders, &c. . | | 

The like Dependance there is in carrying on the Mas 
nutacture ot Watch- making, and Abundance of other 
Things that might be named. 

Now as it is plain, keeping the Planters to the raiſing 
of Materials in the Plantations, is the certain Way to 
enrich them, it is proper for creating a right Under- 
ſanding and true Friendſhip between the Planters in 
the Colonies, and for — the Government, as well 
as the Manufacturers here eaſy, to come into the fame 
Meaſures that other Nations have done who have Plan- 
tations Abroad z for ſince the Diſcovery of the Ameri- 
can World, the ſeveral Kingdoms that have Colonies 
abroad, have thought convenient to ſpare ſome of their 
people for cultivating ſeveral Commodities produc'd 
there, as well to carry on a Trade with: the Natives, and 
vend their Manufactures among them, but great Care 
has been taken to prevent their natural born Subjects 
from going upon ſuch Manufactures as did interfere 
with theirs at home; for as People are the Niches of a 
Kingdom, it properly employed, it would be ſad Poli- 
cy indeed for Governments to = them, be at the 
Charge of protecting them abroad, and yet allow them 
to ſet up rhe Manufactures of their Mother 3 
whereby they would ſupply theraſelves, and in reſpect 
to Trade and Commerce, throw them into a State of 
Independency, and the Commodities for Home Con- 
fumprion that were expected to be raiſed by their 
Induſtry, intirely neglected. The Spaniards have ver 
ſew of their own, yet it is ſaid, they take Care to dif. 
courage any of the Manufactures of Europe being carried 


on in rheir Plantations; they will not ſuffer the making 
of Wines, Oyls, and many other Things, becauſe 


O Spain ſtrould have the Benefit of ſupplying them, 
and alſo that they may not be interrupted inrarting the 
Produce of their Plantations. The Portugueſe have done 


the - 


| TJ 

the like in the Brazilt; and tho they have none of their 
own, rather chuſe to buy the Manufactures of other 
European Countries, becauſe their Planters ſhould not 


be diverted from carrying on thoſe of Sugar and Tobac- 
co, and applying themſelves to their Mines. And we 


ſee what a mighty Profit they produce to themſelves, 
and what Riches France, Holland, Italy, &c. gain by 


ſerving them with their Manufactures; this I think 
ought to put us upon Conſiderations, what we ſhould 
gain if our Colonies were duly regulated and encou- 
raged, being capable to ſupply them with all ſuch Ma- 
nufactures as they ſhall want by the Induſtry of our 
own Inhabitants. The Regulations France has made 


for turning 11 1 ndertaking in their Plantations to the 
Good of their V 18 10 ex 
that it deſerves Imitation; of which J have elſewhere 


other Country , is ſo extraordinary, 


taken Notice in this Diſcourſe.  _ 1 
Me have not made Inſpection- into Affairs of this 
Nature as our Neighbours have done, but when Neceſ. 
fity forces us we begin to ſtir. r 
IRELAND js a particular Inſtance of this; for 
after Cromwell had reduced the Natives, and brought 
that Kingdom again to the Obedience of the Exgliſh Go- 
vernment, great Numbers of People went over and ſet- 


tled there, and raifed great Stocks of Cattle, which 
erably, that they exported great 


ſoon encreaſed ſo conſi 
Quantities of young Oxen and Sheep hither, and the 


Perſons concern'd in that Traffick, made Returns in 


Cloathing, Furniture, &c. but upon prohibiting their 


Cattle; they were forced to manufacture for ,Cloathing 


themſelves; if we had then laid ſome ſmall Reſtrictions 
to prevent their running into the Woollen Manufactu- 


ry, and found out Methods for putting them upon that 
of Linnen, and given Encouragement for carrying it 


on, they would have made ſuch conſiderable Quanti- 
ties of Linnen, as would have purchaſed all their W ool- 
len Cloathing from us; but this was wholly neglected 
as if it was no body's Buſineſs. . Their N eceſſity of 
Cloathing drew great Numbers of our Woollen Manu- 


facturers from hence, and making more than was ſuffi 


W 
tient to ſupply the Inhabitants, they fell upon making, 


1 


ſüch Woollen Goods for the Dutch and Spaniſh Markets 


as were made in England. After ſome Progreſs therein, 
the Parliament of England ſaw their cheap W ooll, and 
the Cheapneſs of their Proviſions, would enable them 
to underſel us, and conſequently run away with the 
Trade, they therefore were forced to make a Law ta 
reftrain the Export:.tio 1 of thoſe Manufactures to Fo 
reign Parts. | IL 
For as this Kingdom is the Head and Seat of the En- 
gliſþ Empire, and is ſupported by its Manufactures, 
Trade and Navigation, and thereby enabled to givePro- 
tection to all her Dominions, it could not be expected 
they would ſuffer their Subjects to tranſport themſelves 
into Ireland, there to turn their Rivals in the Woollen 
Manufacture. Nevertheleſs they took Care to encourage 
the Linnen Manufacture, by giving Liberty to import 
it freely into this Kingdom; which by — Care 


that was taken by King Villiam, and the Induſtry of 


the Gentlemen of Jreland to promote it, has ſucceeded 
ſo well, that they are now poſſeſs'd of a Manufacture as 
profitable to them as the Woollen is to us, according 
to the Quantities they make, and increaſing daily, 
which has enabled them to remit great Sums of Money 
for Rent to ſeveral Noblemen and Gentlemen, Inbabi- 


tants of this Kingdom, who have Eſtates in Ireland. 


Our Colonies are much in the ſame State Ireland was in 
when they began the Woollen Manufactury; and as 
their Numbers increaſe, will fall upon Manutactures 
for eloathing themſelves, if due Care be not taken to 
find Employment for them, in raiſing ſuch Productions 
45 may enable them to furniſh themſelves with all their 

Neceſſaries from us. I ſhould therefore think it wor- 
thy the Care of the Government, to endeavour by all 
poſſible Means to encourage them in the raifing of Silk, 
Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot-aſh, &c. by giving them com- 

petent Bounties in the Beginning, and ending over ju- 

dicious and skilful Perſons at the publick Charge, to 
aſt and inſtru& them in the moſt proper Methods of 
Management; which, in 3 Apprehenſion, would 


lay 
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lay a Foundation for eſtabliſhing the moſt profitable 
Trade of any we have. And conſidering the commo- 
dious Situation of our Colonies along the Sea-Coaſt, 
the great Convenience of navigable Rivers in all of 
them, the Cheapneſs of Land, and the Eaſineſs of rai- 
ſing Proviſions, great Numbers of People who are un- 
caſy in ſeveral Parts of Europe, would be glad to tran- 
ſport themſelves thither to ſettle upon ſuch Improve- 
ments, which when once ſet on Foot, would eaſily be 
carried on without much further Aſſiſtance. Now as 
People have been filled with Fears that the Colonies, if 
encourag'd to raiſe rough Materials, would ſet up for 
themſelves, a little Regulation would remove all thoſe 
Jealouſies out of the way as aforeſaid; for then our Mer- 
= chants and Manufacturers would find it their Intereſt to 
| promote and aſſiſt them in rai ſing thoſeMaterials which 
might prove ſo much to their and our mutual Benefit. 
a As for Example, they have never thrown nor wove any 

| Silk as yer, - we have heard of, therefore if a Law 

| was made to prohibit the Uſe of any Throw fſter's Mill, U 
1 or Doubling or twiſting Silk with any Machine what- 

| ſoever, they would then fend it us raw; and as they 
| will have the providing of rough Materials to them- 
= ſelves, ſo ſhall we have the manufacturing of them. If 
Encouragement is given for raiſing Hemp, Flax, @&c. 
doubtleſs they will ſoon begin to manufacture, if not 
prevented: Therefore, to ſtop. the Progreſs ot any 
iuch Manufacture, it is propoſed, that no Weaver 
there ſhall have Liberty to ſet up any Looms, without 
firſt regiſtring at an Office kept for that Purpoſe under 
the Governor of each Province, his Name and Place of 
Abode, and the Name and Place of Abode of every 
Journeyman that ſhall work with him: But if any par- 
ticular Inhabitant ſhall be inclined to have any Linnen 
or W oollen, Cc. made of their own Spinning, they 
ſhould not be abridged of the ſame Liberty that they 
now make uſe of, viz. to carry it to a Weaver (who 
ſhall be licenſed by the Governor) and have it. wrought 
up for the Uſe ot the Family, but not to be * 101 
1 nee e 
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_ Perſon in a private Manner, nor expoſed at any Market 


or Fair, on Forfeiture of | | 
And in as much as they have beep ſupplied with all 
their Iron Manufactures from hence, except what is 


uſed in the building ot Ships, and other Country Work, 


a great deal above one half ot our own Exports being 
ſuppoſed to be in Nails; a Manufacture which they al- 
low has never hitherto been carried on among them, it 
Is propotedy they ſhall for Time to come never crect the 
acturing of any under the Size of a Two Shilling 
Nail, Horſe-ihoe-Nails excepted. Thar all Slitting 


Mills, and Engines for Drawing Wine, or weaving 


Stockings, be put down; and that every Smith who 
keeps a common Forge or Shop, ſhall regiſter his Name 
and Place of Abode, and the Name ot every Servant 


which he ſhall employ z which Licence ſhall be re- 


newed once every Year, and pay for the Liberty of 
working at {uch Trade. 1 

That all Negroes ſhall be prohibited from weaving 
either Linnen or Woollen, or ſpinning or combing of 
Wooll, or working at any Manufacture of Iron, fur- 
ther than making it into Pig or Bar Iron: That they 
be alſo prohibited from manufacturing of Hats, Stock- 


ings, or Leather of any Kind. This Limitation will 


not abridge the Planters of any Privilege they now en- 
joy; on the contrary, it will turn their Induſtry to pro- 
moting and raiſing thoſe rough Materials. 

If the Governor of each Province was obliged to 
tranſmit an Account of the Number of Mafter Smiths, 
Maſter Weavers, Maſter Combers, Number of Looms, 
and Number of Journeymen employed in each Manu- 
factury, to the Lords of Trade and Plantations, with an 
exact Account of all new Comers, and their laſt Place 
of Abode, they would always have Opportunity of 
ſeeing the Increaſe or Diminution of the Manufacturies 
of the Colonies, which may be encouraged or depreſſed 
according to their Wants, or the Danger of their too 
much interfering with us. po 1 


It is to be hoped this Method would allay the Heat 


that ſome People have ſhewn, (without Reaſon) for 
K 2. deſtroy- 


668) 
deſtroying the Iron Works in the Plantations, and pul- 
ling down all their Forges; taking away in a violent 
Manner their Eſtates and Properties; preventing the 
Husbandmen from getting their Plow Shares, Carts, or 
other Utenſils, mended; deſtroying the Manufacture 
of Ship- building, by depriving them of the Liberty 
ot * Hu Bolts, Spikes, or other things proper for 
carrying on that Work, by which Article Returns are 
made for purchaſing our Woollen Manufactures, which 
is of more than ten Times the Profit that is brought in- 
to this Kingdom by the Exports of Iron Manufactures. 
Indeed, if they ſhall ſet up Manufactures, and the t 
Government afterwards ſhall be under a Neceſſity of h: 
ſtopping their Progreſs, we mult not expect that it will 01 
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be done with the ſame Eaſe that now it may. 01 
Tf it ſhould be objected, that it would be difficult to MW fi 
find out thoſe Manufacturers who keepLooms or Smiths al 


Forges, &c. Toſuch I anſwer, That it cannot be more Ml th 
difficult than it is to find out Ale-Houſes, and oblige MW Q 
them to take out Licenſes, or to collect the Window to 
Lights with us; for Weavers and Smiths, Cc. are Ml fir 
publick Employments, and known by every Body in wi 
the Pariſh ; and conſequently any Aſſeſſment or Rate m. 
may be levied upon them with as much Eaſe as the Win- MW th 


= 
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1 CHAP. XXIX. | as | 
The Danger of depending on the Czar of Muſcovy ju 


* Hemp and Fiax. The Advantage of being ſupplied there- 
with, as well as all other Naval Stores, from our oi k: 
Plantations. Naval Stores ſi om the Baltick, and the = 

prodigious Quantities of Foreign Linnens, and Flanders 
Lace imporied, ſuppoſed to exceed the Value of all our Bre 
A oollens exporied. Full Employment for the Poor tit 


Sails 


certzin Increaſe of the Riches of a Nation, and Suppii3 my 

| | of the Landed Intereſt. „% Ed dy - 2 2 
| H MP and Flax are ſo uſeſul in Navigation and nov 
3 11 Trade, that we cannot poſſibly do without them; Hn 
the firſt for Cordage ot all Sorts, the latter for making 8c: 


the Manufactures of Pitch an 
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Sail-cloth, as well as for the Linnen Manufactures that 
are carried on in this Kingdom; and the Czar of Ma. 
covy being ſenſible we mult haye our Supply of Hemp, 
Fc. from him, has, ina Manner, made a Monopoly of 


it, and what he ſells, will have his own Price for in rea- 


dy Money, or Bills of Exchange, and the reſt in ſuch 
Goods as he thinks fir. The Necethity we are under for 
thoſe Commodities ought to put us upon all imaginable 
Care and Study how to _—_ them, leſt we ſhould 
happen to be under the ſame Neceſſity for them, that 
we were in the Year 1703, for Pitch and Tar, when 
the Government of Sueden abſolutely refuſed to let us 


have them for our ready Money, otherwiſe than in their 


own Shipping trom their Tar Company here, ar their 
own Price, and only in ſuch Quantities as they thought 


fir. Upon that Diſappointment, the Government, by 


allowing a conſiderable Encouragement for carrying on 

7 Tar, had ſufficient 
Quantities from our own Plantations, and it is greatly 
to be deſired the like Encouragement was given for rai- 


{ing Hemp and Flax; for ſince we have Plantations 


where Hemp and Flax, and all ſorts of Naval Stores - 
may beraiſed, with ſo many and ſo great Advantages to 
this Kingdom, it would be unaccountable to leave us 
dependant and at an Uncertainty tor them, and to be 
ſupplied only by a Prince that will be paid for them juſt 
as he pleaſes. EY N 

It is very well known, that our Land is too dear for 
raiſing Hemp and Flax, and what is grown here (though 
it is tough and makes ſtrong Linnen) neither dreſſes ſo 
kindly, nor whitens ſo well as that which grows in 
warmer Climates. In Ruſſia the beſt Hemp and Flax 
grow in the Southermoſt Parts of the Kingdom, where 
the Summer is hot, and the Airclear, and yet the Flax 
is not accounted ſo good as that which grows in Eg 


or Italy. N | 


Egypt has always been eſteemed for its Linnen, and 
now ſupplies Leghorn with Quantities, and the Coaſt of 
Syria, Aſia, Minor, Smyrna, Conſtantinople, and other 


Great Cities, have a Supply of Hemp and Flax from 


tbence. 
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thence, All our Colonies (which run twelve or four. 
teen hundred Miles in Length, and all the Way border 
upon the Sea) have very hot Summers, the Souther- 
moſt Parts of them lie near the ſame Latitude with 
£pypt, and the North Part much about the ſame with 
Ancona, or Bologna in Italy, where excellent Hemp and 

Flax grow therefore we have the greateſt Proſpect to 
rcceive mighty Supplies of Hemp and Flax from them. 
Part of the Land in the Colonies is very rich, and of ſo 
Mall Value, that there will be Opportunity of break- 
ing up freſh as often as there is Occaſion to change the 
Ground, which if laid down, will recover itſelt again 
without the Charge of manuring, as we do here, to the 
very great Damage of our ploughing Lands. Nothing 
zimpoveriſnes Land more than Hemp and Flax, and 
though it is manured, that alone will not do ſo well, for 
the Land ought to be changed after three or four Crops, 
and generally the fineſt and fatteſt Pieces are converted 
dothat Of. 5 
Thoſe great Conveniencies of having Lam ſo very 
cheap, and ſo finea Climate, which we know produces 
excellent Hemp and Flax, ſo commodiouſly ſituated a- 
jong the Sea-Coaſt, with ſuch Numbers of large Ri- 
vers running up the Country to the moſt inland Settle- 
ments, where Proviſions may be raiſed at ſo ſmall a 
Charge, and where Work may be done by the Labour 
of Slaves, almoſt as cheap as it is in India, give Ground 
to hope that we may manufacture L innen here cheaper 
than any Part of Europe can import them upon us; and 
the Colonies be as profitable to us, by raiſing rough Ma- 
terials to carry on the Linnen Manufacture, as the Saſex 
and other Downs are for fupplying Wool for that Ma- 


nufacture, the Profits of which we have valued our- U 
ſelves ſo much upon, that we have ſet the reſt of Europe I Pr. 
to be our Competitors therein. However, a great deal * 
of the Value we ſet upon it proceeds from Mittake, ON 
wie think abundantly more of it than it really is, the "ws, 
foreizn Linnen and Flanders Lace, Linnen-Yarn and " 15 0 
Naval Stores imported into this Kingdom, being ſup- 7 
poſed to amount to more than the Exports of all our ; ere 


Woollenst om: 


(71) 
Woollens. The Manufacture of Linnen in Brittany, an 
other Parts of France, forty Years ago, was thought 
to be better to them than the Woollen was to us; for it 
was generally allow'd we took above a Million a Year 
from them, and Portugal, Spain, and the Spaniſh Weſt= 
Indies, twice that Value, beſides what other Countries 
took. | 

Indeed they have in ſome Meafure loft their Trade 
with us, we now receive little from thence but what 
comes in by Stealth, or under the Denomination of 
Switz Linnen through Alſatia, their Cambricks ex- 
ceſted, of which I have elſewhere taken Notice. And 
now the Emperor ot Germany's Hereditary Countries, 
and other Parts of the Empire, have gained the ſupply- 
wot us, which has made them very rich and power- 


PP Now as the Woollen Manufacture, eſpecially the 
ed coarſe Part, has ſpread itſelf of late into feveral Parts of 
the Kingdom, which has exceeded the Demand, and 
cauſed great Stocks to lie by, if thofe rough Materials 
| of Hemp and Flax were prepared in our Plantations, 
© Wl the People of North-Britain, c. would ſoon find the 
Advantage of falling upon. that Manufacture; the la- 
borious and coarſe Part being performed abroad, rhe 
reſt would invite not only the Poor and Neceflitous, 
4 but People of better Circumſtances to employ their 
Time in it. . 8 . ä 
108 !f theſe Propoſitions are heartily put in Practice, we 
may hope, that Dy providing the aforeſaid rough Mate- 
2 als, we ſhould have the delightful Proſpect of ſee- 
(a. Ning Trade flouriſn; for as the Silk and Linnen Manu- 
ures, where brought to Perfection, are altogether 
* pro fitable to thoſe Nations as the Woollen now is 
to us; and as we increaſe in our Linnen Manufactures, 
ke, WY hoſe of Silgſia, and all the Emperor's Hereditaty Coun- 
ties, from whence we take ſuch Quantities, muſt a- 
hate of Courſe ; their People will allo reſort to us, and 
help to carry them on, for it has always been obſerved, 
where new · Manufactures are ſet up, and rake away Part 
tom another Country, the Manufacturers will likewiſe 
| = | remove, 
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facturers returned again. 55 
It is ſuppoſed the Ruſſians export to England and all 


Million a Year. If Hemp and Flax be ſo valuable a 


to theirs. 


| Ay 4 Perſqn employed in the Plantations in raiſing and 


cutting Tobacco, with the little Quantity that is rol- 


Poors Rate will ſoon be abated, and the Nation will 


(72) 
remove, this was the Caſe ot the Flemmings when Queen 
Elizabeth gave ſuch great Encouragement to have the be 
Woollen Manufacture removed hither, and ours when iff vi. 


. we. had that Inundation of China and India wrought i pa 


Silks, our Weavers went to Holland, Flanders, France, Ken 
Sc. and ſeveral Streets in Spittlefields were almoſt deſo- MW yy 
late, and when thoſe Silks were prohibited, the Manu- pc 


other Parts in Hemp and Flax, above the Value of a 


Product for Merchandize with them, there ſeems toe 
a much greater Proſpect of enriching our ſelves by rai- 
ſing them in our Plantation. 1 
1. Becauſe they will not be ſubject to any Land Car- 
riage, but ſhipp'd immediately from the Place of 
Growth. 8 1 5 

2. Becaufe Land is much cheaper in our Plantations 
than in the South Parts of Ruſſia. , -— | 

3. The Climate being equal with that in Egypt and 


Tal), is ſuppoſed to produce Hemp and Flax preterablc 

Sir Fofah Child tays, That in the Plantations of Su- 
gar and Tobacco, every white Man there employs four 
Ferſons at home; he means, we ſuppoſe, in providing 
Cloaths, part of their Food; and all Sorts of Utenſils 
for carrying on their Buſineſs. If Sugar and Tobacco 
employ ſuch a Number of Hands at home, certainly 


dreſſing Hemp and Flax, muſt by his Labour there re- 
turn more than twice the Advantage that can be pro- 
duced by Sugar and Tobacco, for they are manufac- 
turcd in the Plantations, the refining the Sugar, and 


led, excepted ; whereas Flax and Hemp are Materials 
for employing all idle Hands, and of Conſequence the 


find in a little Time what they ſave yearly thereby, will 
be more than ſufficient to encourage the People to begin 


that Employment. I 


2 
mention Part of the Poors Rate, becauſe they muſt 
be mairitained by our Lands if Employment is nor pro- 
vided for them; and abundance are thrown upon the 
Pariſhes for want of Work; others make that a Pre- 
tent for their begging from Place to Place: But where 
Work- houſes have been built, tho“ Materials for em- 
loying the Poor are ſcarce, yet ſome public. ſpirited 
lien haye there maintained them for half the Expence 
they were at befofe thoſe Work- houſes were ere&ed 7 
This ſhews what good Oeconomy can go, and the Hap- 
pineſs it is to t hole Places who have ſuch Gentlemen ta 
, . nl | 
- I muſt obſerve, that * Silk, Hemp and Flax; may 
be carried on by the fame Hands, and not interfere one 
with another; for after the ſowing of Hemp and Flax, 
the Malherry- leaves come to be in Perfection for feeding 
the Silk- Worms; and the Silk Harveſt (as it ĩs called) 
is over before Hemp and Flax are ripe z thus the Per- 
ſons employed in the Silk may. türn their Hands to that 
of Hemp and Flax, the breaking and dreffing of which 
may be Work for them all the reſt of the Lear. The 
Stocks and Utenſils to be employed in them will coft. 
but a ſmall Matter, but the Care of the Government to 
ſupply thent with Flax add Hemp Seed, at their firſt 
ning, as well as Seed for producing Silk-Worms 
to be delivered to the Planters at the proper Seaſons; 
vill be abſolutely neceffary, and to renew the ſame if 
there ſhould be Occafton ; and when once got into pro- 
fer Methods the Charge will beoper. If fiich a pub- 
ick Spirit prevailed now for promoting the general In- 
reſt of the Nation, as did in our Nobility and Geſitry 
upon the firſt ſettling of our Plantations, we might. 
ruſe ſufficient Quantities of rough Materials for carry | 


Ing on all our home MariufaEtures; © . fo NG 7 
And if once we come to, be ſupplicd with Hemp and. 
Flax by the #foreſaid Methods, every Place will be filed 
vith 'Flax-dreffers,' and the Overſeers of the Poor of 


can't well avoid mentioning of Silk here, bus I habe treated of 


me Methods of carrying it on in a Chapter by itlell, ig which I refer 


© 


te 


every Pariſh, where the Wool {pinning-Traie fact 
carried on, may very eaſily come at p and Flax, 


which they will findas profitable to them, as the Wool- 


len is to the other; and the more diſtin& the Employ- 

ent is che better, for many Inconveniencies have at- 
tended, one Manufacture interfering with another; be- 
fide there will be an Intercourſe of Trade created by 
one Part of. the Kingdom: ſupplying the other with 
their diſtinct Manufactures; this will give full Employ- 
ment to the whole Kingdom, and an univerſal Chear- 
fulneſs to Fer gern: For the Poor are never happier, 

nds 


nor their Minds eaſier, than when they have full Em- 
e and when they are employed, Riches are 


I is a common Opinion, that we have above a Mil- 
lion of Troplein the three Nations deſtitute of Work; 
ole r 


bur if th ough Matexials, (ſo often mentioned in 
this Diſcourſe,). ſhould come to be raiſed. in our Plan- 


| Zations, there need not be one idle Perſon. Now ſup- 


* 


oſe that one Million of People were put upon manu- 
Eguring thoſe rough Materials, and cach Ecrſonearn'd 
but one Penny a Day,, and allowing but three hundred 
Working Days in a 10 85 1 che ln amount to 12500000. 
Now as I have already ſaid, the Importation of foreign 


Linnen, Flanders Lace, and Naval Stores, amount to 


more than all our Woollens exported, it is aſtoniſhing 


that ſo wiſe a Nation as this docs not take care toregu- 


late thoſe Matters, and hàve the greateſt Part of thoſe 


| Linnens made in the three Kingdoms. All other Nati- 


ans of Europe are ſo wiſe as to make Linnen enough for 


their on Uſe, Portugal, Spain, and what is imported 
into /zaly,, excepted; and if the Government does not 
take care to put thoſe poor People into proper Regula · 


tions and Employmentz, they muſt continue in Muſery 


Herring up the making of pitch and Tar in our Plan 
tatiam was, very advantagious; there was indeed very 


great Encouragement given to begin that Undertaking, 
which had its deſired End, and vaſt Quantities of Pitch 


and. Tar: were imported; and: it is hoped fome Encou- 


ragemem 
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Concerning Raw Silk; and Methods for being ſupplied 


k being thers lo very plenriful and cheap, char ſeveral 


„ 
ragement will be renewed again, that the Swedes and 
Ruſſians, &c. may not regain the Importation of that 


Commodity upon us. 


As to Pot- aſh, that has never yet been undertaken, 
tho* doubtleſs our Plantations, if once got into the 


right Way of making it, would ſufficiently ſupply us 


with all that we want. | | 
Our Plantations in America abound with vaſt Quan- 


tities of Timber, and the Navigation from New-Eng- 
land, Nova Scotia, or Newfoundland, is not more te- 


dious, nor at a greater Diſtance from us than the Eot- 
tom of the Bothnick Eulph, or Petersbourg But thofe 


Places having been long in Trade, and a conſtant De- 


mand from us for that Commodity, they always Have 

reat Stocks of Timber ready ſquar'd, and Boards ly- 
ing ready to load a Ship of five or fix hundred Ton in 
ten or twelve Days; but hitherto we have never had 
Stocks lying ready in our Plantations, nor any Encon- 
1 for building large bulky Ships, ſuch as ate 


uſed by the Danes and Swedes, who fail with a few 


Hands, and at a ſmall Charge. What Timber we have 


had hitherto come directly to England, has been rather 
put on board to fill up, when Tobacco or other Mer- 


chandize has not been to be had; and therefore no Care 
has hitherto been taken to make it a regular Trade, 


which may hereafter deſerve further Conſideration. 


CH Ar. 


therewith. 


TT hath been a Diſpute among Travellers, whether 


the Manufacture of Silk, Woollen, or Linnen, is 
7 | e other Two, 
and they give this Reaſon for it, that the People of 
China, who are computed to be two hundred Millions 


moſt conſiderable in the World: Many of them ſay 
the Silk Manufacture exceeds either of a 


in Number, are chiefly cloathed with Silk Garments, 


which indiſputably demonſtrates it to abound with the 
teſt Quantity of Silk of any Country in the World, 


x - r 


of 


which Reaſon, they ſupply his Dominions with 
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{my 
of the Jeſuits affirm, five Suits of Silk do not exceed 


= Price of one Suit of W oollen in Europe; however, 


I ſhall not trouble my Reader with thoſe nice Calcula- 

ſome other Parts of the World, and that there cannot 

be a more profitable Manufacture carried on. 
It is certain that Perſia, India and China, had the 
anufacture of Silk long before it came into Europe, 


for the firſt that was brought, was in the Time of Au- 
_ gufius, according to Dr. Pridęqux, and other Authors. 
_ . * Wemanufacture very great Quantities of Thrown 
and Raw Silk in this Kingdom, which is thought tobe 


hx Times as much as it was 40 Years ago, for then we 
were ſupplied with French and Italian Silks, all fully 


manufactured. | 3 
The Silk we have from Italy is generally Thrown, 
and ſerves for Warp for our Manufactures, the greateſt 


Part from Piedmont, the whole Principality nop larger 
than a ſmall Engliſi County, yet it is thought the King 
of Sardinia receives at leaſt two hundred thouſand 
Pounds of us ycarly for that Commadity, and all rea- 


dy Money, for he hath loaded all our Manufactures 


with very high Duties, (which is in Effect a Prohibi- 
tion) and admits thoſe of France at a ſmall N 2 
len Manufactures. The Prizes we pay him for Thrown 


Silk are alſo extravagant, being in general above twen- 
ty Shillings for every Pound; nevertheleſs he appears 
to be very fond of keeping us dependant on him; for 


an Engine or Machine being erected in this Kingdom 


for throwing Raw Silk into Organzine, to prevent the 


Uſe thereof, we are told, he hath prohibited the Ex- 
ortation of Raw Silk out of his Dominjons, and we 


ave now none from thence but what is got by ſtealth; 


however the Markets are open to other Parts of Tah. 


The Province of Gilon, and part of the Provinces of 
Sber van and Georgia, are the Places that ſupply us with 
Legee or Sherbaffe, or what is called Tyrkey Silk, the 
Price there does not exceed nine or ten Shillings the 
a great Pound, but it bears a Land Carriage of near one 


thou 


tions, only ſhew the great Uſe of Silk in China, and 
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T1] 
thouſand Miles, and paſſes through ſeveral Hands, who 


all get a Profit by it before it comes to us. The Addi- 


tion of Land Carriage, and ſeveral Duties paid thereon, 
we are informed makes it ſell at Aleppo for nineteen or 
twenty OO 2h 1 & 2} 
The Silk of Bengal is much inferior in Quality, nei- 
ther bears ſo good a Gloſs, nor does half the Service 
in ſome Manufactures, nor fit for throwing into 
Organzine, ſo that at preſent we are forced to take of 
that dear Tralian Silk for the Warp of all our Manue 
factures. The Silk of China is of excellent Staple, and 
colts little more than one third of the Price that we pay 
for Italian Silk, but the Duty being but eighteen Pence 
on Italian and Turkey Raw Silk, and that being at four 


Shilling, prevents any Quantity from coming in. 
| have before obſerved, that the whole Country of 


China, is in a Manner cloathed with Silk of their own 
manufacturing, ang Japan is ſupplied from thence, and 
their Manufactures are ſent all over India, Perſia, and 


even into Europe, and the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies. Two 


Provinces are eſteemed beyond the reſt tor the Excellen- 
cy of their Silk, viz. Cheti im and Nankin, with which 
it is ſaid Garments for the Royal Family and Grandecs 
of the Kingdom gre made. 

As we have but one Water Engine for throwing Yilk 
in the Kingdom, if that ſhould. be deſtroyed by Fire, 
orany other Accident, it would make the Continuange 
of throwing fine Silk among us very precarious z and 
it is very much to be doubred, whether all the Men now 
living in the Kingdom could make ſuch another; and 
as we have commodious Rivers for that Purpoſe, whoſe 
Streams hold all the Year, and run thorough large 
Towns where ſcarcely any Manufactures are carried on, 
I am humbly of Opinion it would be matter of the 
greateſt Conſequence to our Silk Manufacture, to have 


three or four more erected, according to the Model of 


that at Derby, (though at the publick Charge, ) which 
would give ſome Hopes of keeping that Manufacture 


among us for ever; and we ſhould come in for a Part of 


the fine Raw Silk of Granada, Valentia, Murcia, and 


other 


* 


0 
dther Provinces of Spain, as well as che Products of ſe. 
veral Parts of /taly, in exchange for our Woollen Manu- 
factures, and not be tied down to the ſtrict Rules of 
paying our ready Money, as we are now, to the Duke 
of Savoy; and when once fully employed, the Profit 
ina ſhort Time might defray the whole Expence. 
If the Duty was taken off Obina Silk, and made e- 
| qual with that of Italy and Furtey, and all Duties al- 
1 lowed to be drawn back upon re- exporting, as it is now 
| upon Raw, and that and other fine Silk thrown here, 
| it would come fo cheap, that we ſhould be able to un- 
| derſel moſt Parts of Europe, and draw a Demand from 
: Germany, Holland, Flanders, Spain, Portugal, and other 
Places, which might ſave and bring into this Nation 
200,000]. yearly. 5 5 
The Cheapneſs of thrown Silk will encreaſe the De- 
mand for Turley Silk, which may here be noted, is on- 
ly fat for Shute or W oof, and not fit for making Warp 
or Cane far any Silk Manufacture, that being all /ali- 
an; and therefore the greater Quantity we have of fine 
Silk fit to be thrown into Organzine, the greater Quan- 
tity of. Tzrkey Silk will be uſed for Shure, and conſe- 
quently a greater Demand for our Woollen Cloths for 
=: the Turkey Trade, which are given in Barter for the 
| aid Silk. If we had not that fine Italian Silk for 
Morp, our Conſumption of Tirkey Silk would be ve 
| | ry incònſiderable. 50 i. 
| A great deal might be faid upon the advantageous 
j 


Proſpect of having China Silk to carry on our Manufa 
ctures; but as I ſaid ſomething on this Head in the Arti- 
cle of Trade between England and India, and there ſpoks 
to the Nature and Excellency of it, I refer to chat. 
But notwithſtanding the great Advantages I appr 
hend we might receive by having Silk from China if th 
Duty was leſſened, I am not wholly for depending o 
* that, being very well aſſured, if Care was taken to cul 
tivate and impreve the raiſing of Silk in our Plamal. 
ons, Carolina, Virginia, Maryland and Pesfil amis 
- would produce the beſt of Silk, and as fit for Organ 
ꝛine as any in the World; for theſe Countries proc - 
8 ; ; : KS 1 5 Y 
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(99), 
vaſt Numbers of white and other Mulberry- tr 


{ 


which grow. wild 1 9 every where in 
cat Abundance, which looks as if Nature had oal- 
d us thither to propagate that Manufacture; and if 
put on Foot, would in Time be of aa great Advantage 
to this Nation, as any Employment in the Plantations; 
+. Wl for as I have already obſerved, the Manufacture of Silk 
al. N isa moſt profirable Undertaking, where the Land and. 
Air is proper forraifingit. .. 
re. The vaſt Riches of China by this Manufacture is ſufs 
Wl ficient to demonſtrate the great Advantage thereof; 
om and the extraordinary Treaſure the Duke of Savoy 
der MY draws into his Country: by Silk, which is made in that 
on little Principality of Piedmont, as I have already obſer- 
cd, is alſo another Inſtance; we may Judge, if he 
Je. ¶ draws above two hundred thouſand Pounds a Year from 
England, what his Profits are which he draws from Hol- 
land, and other Places where the Manufacture is carried 
ea to very green ð ty inns i 
We are informed the very Land for planting of Mul- 
berry- trees in many Parts of Italy, is worth from three 
to ſive Pounds an Acre, and Gentlemen there, as well 
in Sicily, ſell their Mulberry Leaves to the Poor for 
half the Silk they make, and the is equally di- 
vided between them upon Sale of the Silk; and that 
the Leaves of a Tree there hath yielded three or four 
Pounds. Now if the Manufacture of Silk, and the 
planting of Mulberry- trees has raiſed the Land to be 
Ny 1 * 7 1 ſuch conſide- 
able Revenues from their Crops of Leaves, very great 
Things may be expected by our encoura: *. ro- 
moting the Manufacture of Silk in our Colonies, where 
3 much Land may be had for ſix Pence, as in Jui 
for five Pounds. And it great Numbers of Mul- 
wi! ag were planted among the. Indian Nations 
bordering on our Settlements, asd ſome skilful good 
tempered Perſons employed to inſtruct them in the pro- 
per Seaſons for gathering Leaves, and feeding tho 
Vorms, and rewarding them bountifully for theis 
Pains, thoſe People might be —— ow» 
| | ble 


 Mifffippi, take a pou deal of Pains to inſtruct them in a 


and good Nature was ſnewed them, but they may be 


ceſt Quantity of 'Sitk, Perſa a very great deal, as well 
As Turkey and Italy. It may here be noted, that very 


_ the beſt Silk, as well as Langnedoc and Provence in France, 


(% 

feeble Subjedts to this Nation. The Spaniards, not⸗ 
withſtand — pride, have found Condeſcention & 
nough bon ut the — under their uriſdiction, 
to ke them very ſerviceable in carrying on, and im- 

ving the Manufactures of Indigo, Cocheneal i 
and ſeveral others, to the grout Advantage of New. FA. 
Spain; and the French, in their — about the io 
River St. Lawrence, the great Lakes, and even to the 


every Thing they rhink may contribute towards enrich - ¶ and 
ing iber ab Country. They gv with them on Go 
their long Travels. in their hunting Seaſons ; and now Pro 
they have got Cape Breton, I am informed, make thoſe v 
Indians inlabit that Part of the Continent very uſe: 
ful to them im heir Fiſheries. It the Spaniards and 
French can — thoſe People to be ſo ſerviceable to 
them, I do not ſet it is impoſſible, if Kindneſs, Juſtice, 


brought to be very ſerviceable to us alſo. 
As L have already obſerved, China produces the great- 


few Places are agreeable to the Silk-worm, and no. Part 
of the World better than in our Colonies, i no Silk clear. 
er, more gloſſy, of æbetter Body, nor fitter to anſwer 
the Uſe of .fine thrown Silk we have from Italy, than 
2 {mall Quantity of Silk that has been ee from! 
chene. 

It is generally ebſerved, that all thoſe Countriethat 
produce che beſt Silk, border upon-the Sea, andlie pret- 
ty near the ſame Latitude; 3 our Plantations,” the Pro- 
vince of Gilon and Nantin, and Chekiam in "China; all 
boxder upon the Sea, and aro pretty near the ſame Eati- 
tude; Thoſe Places in Turtey that produce Silk, bor- 
der upon the Sea, and Italy and Sicily are in a Manner 
environed by the Sea; and the Provinces of Granada, 
Murcia, and V alentia'in Spain, the Places that produce 


all lie upon the Sea; Canton in China, and Ben al in Ir. 


4 listen Degrees more to the douthward, t ae 
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which Countries being hotter, is ſuppoſed to be ths 
Reaſon why the Silk is of a baſer Sort. N | 


As the great Advantages that ariſe to Portugal and 
Hain, as well as to us in our Sugar and Tobacco Plantati- 
ins, is by the cheap Labour of the Negroes or Slaves, 
the fame Cheapneſs of Labour might be of moſt prodi- 
zious Advantage to us, if employed in our Colonies, in 
producing and making of Silk, and when that is over, 
may turn their Hands to raiſing and dreſſing of Hemp. 
and Flax, the Charge being little more than their 
Cloathing trom England; for the Earth there produces 
Proviſions in abundance. RL 2, 
Weare told by Gentlemen of good Intelligence, the 
whole Charge of making a Pound ot Silk in China does 
d dot ſtand in — five Shillings, and almoſt any Perſon, 
to Man, Woman or Child may work at it; and a Man or 
e, Woman, with a Child to affiſt in directing the Thread 
be Hof the Silk, may, with a proper Machine, reel from 
ue Cocone or — one Pound in a Day. . 
. Where they have Land for little or nothing and La- 
ell Mbour performed as above, it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
ry What Silk can ſtand in ſo much. Now a Manufactuùre of 
this Kind might be brought ina little Time to fo great 
Degree of Perfection, and ſuch Quantities raiſed, that 
I ſhould think the Labour of Slaves employed in this 
Work, would produce above twice as much as thoſe 
that are employed in planting either Sugar or Tobacco; 
ad as this Nation very much inclines to the wearing' 
alk Garments in Imitation of the French, to the great 


197 . = 
. o © Fi 


et- {iſcouragement of our Woollen Manufacture, the 
ro- ¶Nlanufacture of Silk from our Plantations would not on- 
all Wh enable us co ſupply ourſelves, but to be capable of 
ati- nat 


0 porting very great Quantities of Silk fully manufac- 
ure py : . SY > | 1 * Ps 
CHAP. XXXI. 


Plantations one great Cauſe of enriching this Nation. 
„s plain, that the Maritime Kingdoms and States, 
n 'of Europe,” have 0 in Riches and Power, iii. 

| . .4 102 


4 Ai 
* _ 


| 
| 


ft 
| fature from Flanders, and eſtabliſhed it here, which 


the 


debar our ſelves of Things of a thouſand Times the 5 a 


if the Perſons who have the Regulation of the Com- 


(8% ) 
proportion to the right Regulations of their Trade, the 
Improvement of Manufacturies, the Increaſe of their 
Shipping, and the Extent of their Navigation, which, | 
I think, is clearly demonſtrated by the Practice ot ſeve- 
ral Princes and States treated on in this Diſcourſe. 

It was not the Fortune of England to be conſiderable 
in Trade and Navigation till the Reign of Queen El. 
zabeth, who by the vigorous Application of her Mini- 

found Methods of removing the W oollen Manu- 


DÞai= 0 25 pw ac ems we 


has made a mighty Progreſs, and ſpread itſelf all over 
this Kingdom z they found out Methods of enlarging 
Foreign Trade, ſent Ambaſſadors to 1 ta, Perſia, Tur- 
key, Muſcouy, c. where they fou arkets for our 
Woollen Manufactures, and other Products of this | 
Kingdom. But that which excecded.them all, was ha 

12 out our Plantations by Sir Walter Rawleigh Pe 


an 


— 
ts 


and others, which Diſcoveries were improved by thoſe 


worthy Patriots in her Succeſſor's Time, who com- ' 
pleated many Settlements both in the Sugar and Tobacco 7 
Plantatians, which were indeed the Cauſe of the En- 
creale of our Shipping and Navigation, and the Pro- 8 
moters were ſenſible of the great Advantages ſucceed- i 
ing Ages would receive, provided the fame Application 0 
was uled. But the preſent Age is ſo far unac quainted I fle. 
with the Cauſe of the Increaſe of our Riches, that de 
they rather interrupt, than — it, and inſtead o Af. 
enlarging, lay hold of ſome ſraall trifling Things which fl | 
they think may touch their private Intereft, rather than 5. 5 
promote the general Good; and if they think any. Ly 
Commodity from the Plantations interferes with ſome- we a 
thing we have at home, ſome haſty Step is taken to pre- . 


vent it; ſo that for the ſake of ſaving a Penny, we otten 


Value. . | | of th 
This Misfortune will happen to any trading Nation, . 


merce do not underftand it well enough to diſtinguiſh 
nicely between thoſe Channels by which their Riches 
flow in upon them, and thoſe that carry them away; 


„ 
and therefore when Things are carried into a wrong 


e Channel by ſome of the Planters, Merchants are afraid 
to mention thoſe Diſorders for fear the Remedy ſhould 


ly prove worſe than the Diſcaſe. The Gentlemen that 
would judge of thoſe things, ought to inform them- 
» ſclves what this Nation was 150 Years ago, how we 
„have encreaſed in Riches fince that Time, what Price 
lis Corn, Cattle and Land bore then, and what now, and 
what concurring Circumſtances have put us in fo flou- 
þ riſhing a Condition, who were then ſo inconſiderable in 
1 Trade, that even London, the Metropolis of this King- 
WW dom, made but a ſmall Figure to what Bruges, Antwerp, 


and other Hans Towns did, as well as the great Cities 


- in the Mediterranean. —— 

his If we examine into the Circumſtances of the In- 
vs habitants of our Plantations, and our own, it will ap-) 
1% bpear that not one fourth Part of their Product redounds 
5M 72 their own Profit; tor out of all that comes here, 
m- ibey only carry back Cloathing, and other Accommo- 
bs dations for their Families, all which is of the Manu» 

. WM factureand Merchandize oi this Kingdom. 

: It any thing to ſpare, it is laid up here, and their 


Children are ſent home to be educated, If there is e- 
nough to ſupport the Family, they come here, and only 
an Overſeer is left upon the Plantation to direct, and 
the whole Produce is remitted home; and if enough 
to purchaſe an Eſtate, then it is laid out in Old England : 
All thoſe Advantages we receive by the Plantations, be- 
ſides the Mortgages on the Planters Eſtates, and the 
high Intereſt they pay us, which is very conſiderable, 
ad therefore very great Care ought to be taken in regu- 
ating all Affairs of the Colonies, that the Planters be 
not put under too many Difhculties, but encouraged to 
he $0 on chearfully ; they are born with us, or the De- 
cendants of ſuch, and we know nothing but the Want 
of the Means to live at home keeps them abroad. There 
ae very few trading or manufacturing Towns in the 
\iſh Kingdom but have ſome Dependance on the Plantation 


Vs — * New. England 
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Colonies being under Difficulties to make Returns for 


the Spariſp Coaſt, is ſent home to England; as alſo Oy, 


ther great Part of Returns is made by Ships built there, 


 Efbmen, but New-Englanders, and the Ships they build, 


. (34 ) 
New-England and the Northern Colonies have nof 
Commodities and Products enough to ſend us in Re- 

turns for purchaſing their neceſſary Cloathing, &c.but | 
are under very great Difficulties, and therefore any or- 
dinary Sort ſells with them; and when they are grown 


there; and therefore thoſe Places are the great Markets 


] 
| 
0 
: 
dut of Faſhion with us, they are new taſhioned enough n 
0 
We have to diſpoſe of ſuch Goods, which are generally v 

n 


ſent at the Riſque of the Shop-keepers and Traders of 
England, who are the great Exporters, and not the In- t] 


babitants of the Colonies, as ſome have imagined. As b 


the Colonies are a Market tor thoſe ſorts of Goods, fo tl 


they are a Receptacle for young Merchants who have tl 


not Stocks of their own; and therefore all our Planta- is 
rions are filled with ſuch who receive the Conſignments If 


of their Friends from hence, and when they have got a ty 
ſufficient Stock to trade with, they generally return to 


home, and other young Men take their Places; fo that the er 
continual Motion and Intercourſe our People have into cc 


the Colonies may be compared to Bees of a Hive, which MW tv 


go out empty, but come back again loaded, by which WW - 
means the Foundation of many Families is laid. The to 
Numbers of Sailors and other Tradeſmen, who have are 
all their Dependance upon this Traffick, are prodigi- W pu 
ouſly great. Our Factors who frequent the Northern 


ſuch Goods as they diſpoſe of; what Gold, Silver, 
Logwood, and other Commodities they trade for upon 


W hale-Fins, and many other Goods. Likewiſe ano- 


and diſpoſed of in the Streights and other Parts of Europe, 
and the Money remitted to us. Now all thoſe Ships 
are called New-England Ships, and our Factors atter 
they undertake any Buſineſs, are no longer called Eng- 


we are informed, are regiſtred as New-Evgland Ships. 
I ſhall therefore humbly recommend it to ſuch Gentle- 
men as are the Guardians of the Trade of the Nation, 
that our own Intereſt is not 'miſtaken for that of the 
3 nf... I 3 „ wh Planters 1 


„ | 
Planters; for every Reſtraint and Difficulty put upon 
our Trade with them, makes them have Recourſe to 
their own Products which they manufacture; a thing 
of great Conſequence to us, and ought to be guarded 
againſt : For if they are ſupplied with their own Ma- 
nufactures, one great Part of the Adyantages we ſhould 
otherwiſe receive is cut off; and therefore as it is elſe- 
where obſerved, if Care is taken to find them Employ- 
ment, and turn their Induſtry another Way, now in 
a their Infancy, it may be done with a very little Trou- 
8 ble, and it is to be hoped the Regulations propoſed in 
0 this Diſcourſe would entirely effect it. Thers is ano- 
e ther Advantage we receive be our Plantations, which 
is hardly ſo much as thought on, I mean the prodigious 
8 Increaſe of our Shipping, by the Timber Trade be» 
a tween Portugal, &c. and our Plantations, which ought 
n W to have all poſſible Encouragement ; for by it we have 
ge crept into all the Corners of Europe, and become the 
to common Carriers in the Mediterranean, as well as be- 
ch tween the Mediterranean, Holland, Hambro, and the 
ch Baltick; and this is the Caule of ſo great an Addition 
he to our Shipping, and the Reaſon why the Dutch, &e. 
ve are ſo exceedingly ſunk. But if ever a Stop ſhould be 
71- ¶ put to the building of Ships in New-Ergland, &c. and 
rn carrying our Timber from thence, we would ſoon ſink 
or in our Navigation, and that of the Duich flouriſh in 
er, its former Height and Grandeur. The Numbers of 
on Eugliſs Ships we ſo often read of, that are at Lisbon or 
yl, the Streighis, is a ſufficient Demonſtration of the Truth 
10- of this. Doubtleſs a great many of thoſe Ships are 
re, MW loaden upon Account of the Dutch; for nothing is 
pe, more common than their hiring our Ships (which diſ- 
ps charge their Loading in the Streights) to tranſport their 
Goods from Spain, &c. to Amſterdam, and other Places. 
Me have a great many young Men who are bred to 
the Sea, and have Friends to ſupport them; if they 
cannot get Employment at Home; they go to News 
England and the Northern Colonies with a Cargo of 
Goods, which they there ſell at a very great Profit, and 
with the Produce build a Ship, and purchaſe a _—_ 
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ef Lumber and fail for Portugal or the Streigbis, &c. 
and after diſpoſing of their Cargoes there, frequently 
ply from Port to Port in the Mediterranean, till they 
have cleared ſo much Money as will in4 good part pay 
for the firſt Coſt at the Cargo carried out by them, and 
then perhaps ſell their Ships, come home, take up an- 
other Cargo from their Employers, and ſo go back and 
build another Ship; by this Means Multitudes of Sea- 
men are brought up, and upon a War, the Nation bet- 
ter provided with a greater Number of Sailors than 
hath been heretofore known. Here the Maſter be- 
comes Merchant alſo, and many of them gain by this 
Lumber Trade great Eitates, and a vaſt Trealure is 
thereby yearly brought into the Kingdom, in a Way 
new and unknown to our Fore- fathers; for indeed it is 
gaining theTimber-Trade (heretofore carried on by the 
Danes andSwedes) our Plantations being nearer the Mar- 
kets of Portugal and Spain than they are: Thoſe Ad- 
vantages have made ſome Pgople think, that tho' we 
eſteem Næw- England and the Northern Colonies of ſmall 
Advantage to us, yet it Things were truly ſtated, they 
are as profitable as moſt other of our Plantations. Some 
of our Ship-Builders think-the Decay of their Trade 
proceeds from the Number of Ships built in the Plan- 
fations; but I muſt confeſs I differ widely from them, 
for we have been informed, that in the War begun in 
1688-9, we loft more Ships in one Year, than we did 
from the laſt War with the Dutch to that Time, and 
that three Fourths of the Ships belonging to Briſtol, 
and ſome other Ports, were either taken or deſtroyed 
by the French. This gave Occaſion for all the Ship- 

2 in the Kingdom that could be ſpared from 
building the Royal Navy, to be employed in building 
new Ships in the Places of thaſe taken by the French, 
and upon Concluſion of the Peace with France, there 
were ſo many Ships built during the Time of the War, 
that were a full Supply for all the Trade that was then 
carried on; and therefore it is ſuppoſed one Fourth of 
tbe Builders may be ſufficient to ſupply all that we now 
want. It cannot be ſaid that any of our Men of War 
| | | arc 


2 
7 


„„ 53F „. 


„ = A 0 2 


1 


17) 


ire bullt in the Planta fins, or Ships for the Zaf-India; 


Turkey, or South-Sea Trades, or very few Plantation- 


duilt Ships turn'd into Colliers, (the moſt bulky part 


of our Navigation); and ] believe the greateſt part of 
bur Ships for the Harbudoes, Jamaica, and Virginia 
Trades, are built here. 


Mie knov there are ſome Plantation- built Ships uſed 


in rhe New-England, Newfoundland, and the Plantatis 
on-Trades, and between the Plahtations and the $treights 


in the Lumber- Trade, as before obiery'd, who come 


home in their circular Voyages, and are here refitted, 
which is ſo tar from being a Prejudice to our ShipBuild- 


ers, that it is looked upon to be one of the beſt Articles 


in their Trade; for it is generally thought the Profits 
they get by mending ol —_ is as great to them as 
the Building new ones, Oak Timber being ſo very dear, 
that thoſe Ships which were built before the War at 
three Pounds per Ton, now colt ſix Pounds per Ton or 
better. If we were to give that price for Ships to car- 
ry on our preſent Navigation, ours would ſoon ſink be- 
twcen the Plantations and the Mediterranean, Holland, 
Sc. and if we ſhould fall into a new War, it would be 


difficult to find Oak to build the Royal Navy; and 


therefore, as a prudent Nation, great Care ſhould be 
taken to keep up a ſufficient Stock of our own Oakreas 
dy to repair our Walls of Defence. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


ACTS of Aſſembly to be tranſmitted to the Ring auf 
Council, and approved of before they ſhall be of Force 


in the Plantationss 


A I have made ſome general Obſervations upon our 
I Plantation Trade, and ſhewn how the ſame may 


be enlarged, I would with great Submiſſion take rhe 


Liberty to make a few Remarks upon the Methods 
now uſed in making of Laws in the Plantations, which 


frequently create Miſunderſtandings between the Geo- 


46 
22 Governors commonly go over with the View of in? 
creaſing their Fortunes, and this muſt ariſe from the 
People; and as they provide for their Governors, the 


larger the Proviſion is, ſo are alſo their Demands for 


ſome. Advantages for themſelves, and commonly re- 
quirethe making ſome Laws that are greatly to the Pre- 
judice of this of which being tempo- 
_— and laſt but for two or three Years, ſerve the Pur- 
poles they were intended for, and when the Occaſion is 
over, the Laws ceaſe before we are acquainted with the 

Miſchief done by them. . EO: 
Other Laws are made, which they exercile as long 
as they can; and if repealed here, the ſame Inconve- 
niencies are enacted under another Name, and in ano- 
ther Dreſs, yet altogether as prejudicial to the Welfare 
of this Kingdom as thoſe that have been repealed: But 
if the Governor has only a View to diſcharge his 


Truſt, and will not grant what they ask, the People 


are filled with Reſentment, and in ſuch Caſes there are 
never wanting buſy; forward Men, that ſtrive to be 
Dictarors and Leaders of the reſt, who blow up the 
Coals, and make the Diſtance as wide as they can, and 


who ſtudy all the Methods they can think of, to delay 


and obſtra& as much as in them lies all the Advantages 
he might receive by his Station, and thereupon great 
Quarrels and Controverſies enſue, and Repreſentations 


both from the Governors and People ſent home, which 


give the Miniſtry here unſpeakable Trouble. 


And whereas Laws which are made in th Colonies, N 
tho' never ſo inconvenient, do ſubſiſt till they are ſent 


home and diſapproved of, _ this is very otten delayed, 
to the great Prejudice of this Kingdom. 


It is therefore propoſed for remedyin thoſe Incon- 
veniencies, that no Law ſhall paſs in the Plantations, 


until a Copy thereof be prepared by the Governor and 
Aſſembly of each Province, and ſent over here to be 


examined and approved by the King and Council, as the 


. from Ireland now are: Saving only, that if the 


aws now in Force do not enable them upon any ſud- 


den Invaſion from tlie Indians, c. to raife Men and 
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Money for their own Security and Nefence; they ſhal 


be impowered upon ſuch Emergencies to raiſe what 
Supplies they ſhall (ce neceſſary. 5 


HAP. An. 


C oncerning Free-Ports in general, and in particular, the - 


Advantage it would be to this Nation to enaow Port- 
Mahon and Gibraltar with that Privilege. 


A this is a Kingdom abounding with Manufactures, 
and many Products within ourſelves, and alſo 
poſſeſs' d of Fiſheries and Plantations abroad, which 
afford Commodities extreamly well adapted for the Por- 
tugal and Mediterranean Markets, I am humbly of Opi- 
nion, that if Gibraltar and Port- Mahon were made 
Free- Ports, this Kingdom would reap very great Ad- 
vantages from them. For then Ships with Fith, or any 
other Merchandize that will not readily fell in any Port 


of Portugal, or Ports of Spain, might be lodged at one 


of the ſaid Places, inſtead ot being forced now to go 
35 far as Legboru te unload, becauſe of the high Duties 
in Portugal and Spain; for when Cargocs are landed at 
Leghorn, it often happens that great Part is carried out 

again to other Places for a Market; and making thoſe 
Places Free- Ports, would ſoon remove good Part of the 

Trade from Leghorn, (the only Fee. Vert of Note in 


the Mediterranean) thither. 


'Y 


What I mean by Free-Ports, is not only the Liberty 


of im orting and exporting Goods free trom Duty, bur 
| vil Government ſhould be adminiſtred by a 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgeſſes, or Civil Magiſtrates 


under thoſe or other Denominations, before whom all 


Civil Affairs thould be tried reſpecking Property, inde- 
pendently upon the Governor or other Officers for ſup- 
porting Military Power, who ſhould no way intermed- - 
de in Civil Affairs; for it hath been paved Obſervati- 
0, That Trade was never known to flohriſh under a 
Military Power; and therefore evep 1p Joh Frontiee, 
great Cities and Towns bf Frünce, where Military, 
185 . N Diſcipline 
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Diſcipline hath been practiſed with as much Rigout is 
in any Place, we have always underſtood, in thoſe Pla- 
res where amy Trade was carried on, the Right of the 
Merchant was always tried in a Civil Way; and in 

molt ſuch Places a Court of Merchants is eſtabliſſied, F 

which is alſo caftomary in the great Cities and Towns 8 
upon the Frontiers of Holland, &c. which Subject is i f 
| very emen treated on by Sir Joſiah Child, in his 


| Tresatiſt upon Trade. N 15 
A The Differences —_— Trade and Merchandize MW. 
are ſcarcely ever better ended, than by a Reference a- ” 


mong Merchants, which hath been allo approved and 3 
recommended by the Courts of Fe/tminſter-Hall, and | 
frequently of late Years, even ſeveral Cates have been 
referred ro rhe Determination of the three firſt Men 
| upon heJury. And if Controverſies ſhould happen 5 | 
| n either of the aforeſaid Places, Ten or Twelve of the WM ©. 
| | Aldermen or Hurgeſſes ſhould be appointed for that 
| Service, and any Three of them at one Time to be up- ; 
on the Bench of Juſtice, ſhould have Power to deter- vat 
mine all Matters of Difference. ES. a 
Ik f uſtice ſhould come tobe ſo eaſily adminiſtredd and 
Property ſo well ſecured, it would undoubtedly draw 
Numbers of People to ſettle there; but more e- 
Peha, If a general Liberty of Conſcienee was gran: 
Ted, there would be Flocks of People ſoon collected 
out of thoſe who now dwell under the Terrors of the 
| Inquiſition, and other Perſecutions; neither could Pla- 
ces 1o well ſituated want Trade, or Men of great Fore 
tunes to carry it on, when once well eſtabliſhed. 
And thus if thoſe Places ſhould riſe to be conſiden- 
ble, as undoubtedly they would by the Encouragement 
| of fuch Privileges, they might, by laying j 448 
. and other eaſy Duties, as alle by Anchorage, and the 
| Axe ſmall Port Charges, be capable of raiſing a conſi- 
| derable Revenue, which might in Time be ſufficient to 
hs ort. the Garriſons, and to ſpare, of which we ſer 
an Inſtance in rhe fAlourithigg Port of Leghorn. Na 
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within Sight of all Ships that ſail to, or return from the 
Mediterranean Sea, and the Merchants may have quick 
Advice what Demands there are for any Commodities in 
the trading Cities of Portugal and Spain; and Port- 
Mahon lies ſo conveniently, and ſo near the Coaſt of 
Spain and Eaſt France, that even the Fiſning- Boats 
from Toulon and Marſeilles, down to Barcelona, Alicant, 
and Cartagena, may come and trade with them. They 
have alſo the Convenience of a long Tract on the Coaſt 


— Manufactures of the World brought in free of all 


— — 4 — 
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moditjes as are not of Neceſſity, but rather tend to 
Luxury, that ſuch of the Sub jects as can afford to ſpend 


them, may by this Way of Taxing contribute to the 


Support of the Government; but for thoſe which we 


have a Vent for in foreign Markets, ſuch a Drawback 


of the Duty is allow'd, as will reduce our Cuſtoms on 
them to be no higher perhaps than thoſe of the Dutch. 
As to Hamburg and the Hans-Towns, they act upon the 
very ſame Principles as the Dutch: But the Trade of Leg- 
horn is ſomewhat upon a different Foot, not being car- 
ried on ſo much by the Subjects of the Grand Duke, as 
by the Merchants of divers Nations who correſpond 
there; ſo that this Port is as it were a great Ware-houſe, 
where Merchants may lay up their Goods at a ſmall 
Charge, to be ready fm Tranſportation up and down 
the Mediterranean, as Markets may demand. And ſuch 
as this is, I am humbly of the Opinion, we might eſta- 
bHliſh at Gibraltar and Port-Mahon. But to think it 
would be an Advantage for any trading Nation to admit 


all manner of foreign Commodities to be imported free 


from all Duties, is an unaccountable Notion ; and ſti 
much lefs ſuitable ro the Circumſtances of qur Iſland 


than tothe Continent ; For we have no Inland Coun- 


tries beyond us (as they have) with whom we can carry 
on Trade by Land: But what is of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence to us, is, that by laying high Duties we are al- 
ways able to check the Vanity of our People in their 
extream Fondneſs of wearing exotick Manufactures: 
For if it were not for this Reſtraint, as our Neighbours 
give much leſs Wages to their Workmen than we do, 
and conſequently can ſell cheaper, the Halians, the 
French, and the Dutch, would have continued to pour 
upon us their Silks, Paper, Hats, Druggets, Stuffs 
Ratteens, and even Spaniſh W ooll Cloaths ; For they 
Have the W ooll of that Country as cheap as we, and 


are become Maſters of that Buſineſs by the great Encou- 
ragement they have given to able Workmen from other 
Countries to ſettle with them, and thereby have pre- 

vented the Growth of thoſe Manufactures amongſt us, 
and ſo might have reduced us to the low Eſtate we were 
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in before their Eſtahliſhment; and therefore it will ever 
be a Maxim ſtrictly to be obſerved by all prudent Go- 

yernments who are capable of Manufactures within 
themſelves, to lay ſuch Duties on the Foreign as may 


favour their own and diſcourage the Importation of any 


of the like Sorts from Abroad. By this Means the 
French have in our Time nurſed up a Woollen Manufac- 
tury, and brought it to ſuch Perfection as to turniſh 
themſelves with all ſuch Woollen Goods as they former- 
ly bought of us, to a very great Value, and are even 
become Competitofs with us in foreign Markets. 
While England is in Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar, the Trade 
of the Mediterranean will be open to all the Nations of 
Europe; but if it ſhould fall into the Hands of Spain, 
jt is to-be feared, by the ſmall Regard they pay to Trea- 
tics of late, and the Uſe they now ſee they could make 
of it, the next thing would + to incommode us in our 
Trade and Navigation into the Mediterranean; for as it 
is Part of the — of Spain, they could at any 
Time ſuccour it with Men and * and with 
the Aſſiſtance of fix or eight light Frigates might top 
up the Mouth of the Streigbts, ſo that no Ship could 
55 in or out without their Permiſhon unleſs convoy d 
a Fleet of Ships of War, the Expence of which no 
Trade could bear; for from the Signal Houſe at Gibral- 
tar, they can deſcry Ships either in the Mediterranean or 
Ocean, eight or ten Leagues, and the ſame Winds that 
carry thoſe Ships into, or out of the Aediterrancan, may 
allo carry thoſe Frigates out of the Bay of Gibraltar to 
intercept all Ships in their Paſſage ; and as Gibraltar was 


never a Place of great Trade, it cannot injure the Com- 


merce of Spain for 22 it in their Hands, for they 
have the Cities of Cadiz and Seville cloſe by it without 
the Streigbts, and Malaga, Cartagena, Alicant, and a 
great many other trading Towns all along the Coaſt 
within the Streighis Mouth; there muſt be ſome other 
Mative that cauſes theFSpariards to inſiſt on thoſe Places, 


and if we ſhould ever be perſwaded to part with them, 


I am atraid, when too late, we ſhall ſee the true Reaſon 
is, that they may with the ſtronger Expęctation hap 


- Sa” 


(94) - : 
mand ſomerking greater ot us; but T hope we ſhall ne- 


- 


ver part with thoſe Places, without ſeriouſly weighing 
the Conſequences. - 5 "= 
Exgland, above all other Places, ought to be uſed 
well by Spain, becauſe we take more of their Products 
than all the ret of Europe does beſide z and even upon 
the Account of Trade, if a ſtrict Search was to be 
made in the Balance, it would be found Spain is as much 
oblig'd to us, as we are to them, for taking of thoſe ex- 
rraordinary Quantities of their Oyl, Wine, Fruit, and 
other Productions. 5 

if Gibraltar had been deliver'd to us, or by free Con- 
ſent put into our Hands, it is no more than ſome of the 
mightieſt Princes of the World have done to other tra- 
ding Nations; for the Poringueſe do to this Day enjoy in 
the Empire of Ohiua the Town and Caſtle of Mocao, in 
the very Entrance of the River of Camon, as a Security | 
to the European Nations that trade thither z they enjoy C 
the City of Goa, oh the Coaſt of Malabar, and had 
Garriſons for the Security of their Trade in ſeveral 
Parts of India, ſome of which they were diſpoſſeſſed of 
by the Dutch and Engliſh. The Englifh Eaft- India Com- 
pany at this Day enjoy Fort St. George, and Fort St. Da- 
vids, on the Coaſt of Cor mandel; Fort Villiam in the 
Bay of Bengal, in the Mouth of the Ganges; Bombay, 
not far from Szra?te, the greateſt Mart of India, as 
well as many other Forts and Places which are allowed 
as Pledges for the Security of their Trade. The Dutch 
have the famous Cities of Batavia and Bantam, and a- 
bove thirty other Factories in India. The Spaniards 
themſelves allowed the Dutch Fort Lillo, on the Mouth 
ot the Scbela, for and during the Time they poſſeſſed it, 
even to their quitting Flanders, which 7 


> Bon S. o ee 


interru 
ted the Trade of Auwerp, and the Navigation of t 
Scheld, nd yet that Conceſſion was always obſerved, 
and never made any Difference in the Trade and Com- 
merce between the two Nations. It muſt be aHow'd 
that Place was of Confequence to Spain, and the Trade 
of Flanders did in great Meaſure fall into the Hands of 
the Dutch; but, as before obſerved, Grbraitar was ne- 


ver 
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from ſending to the ſame Maritet. 090 47797 
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ver a Place of great Trade, nor can it injure the Com- 
merce of Spain to make good their Treaty, and confirm 
the Ceſſion thereof, as a Security / to our Trade and 

It is ſurprizing that Spain ſhould keep their Treaties 
with all other Nations, allow the Emperor Flanders, 
Milan, Naples, and Sicily, allow the Freuch that Part of 
Hiſpaniola which they took Poſſeſſion of in Time of 
Peace, and yet houl Id ehuſe coquarrelwiththeir great- 
eſt Benefactors for a Thing that is worth nothing to 
them, but as to us who are ſo deeply conoerned in Navi- 
gation, a Protection to our Auęditerranean Trade, which 
ic hy to be ſuppoſed the Engiie Nation will never pant 
Wit 15 - 1 7 6-8) E * 21 


CHAP. EE 
CONSIDERAT [ON S.upon the:General Balan, 
. * Hi e: 3 a , 


T T is a Mater of great Difticutty.to-know the trũe 
1 Balance of Trade; fome expect the Cuſtom- houſe 
Accounts will ſet uste Rights, bin chere may bea great 
many Fallacies im thoſe Accounts ;πgreat many Goods 
exported may be over rated, and a gre many imported 
under rated: Beſides, it is poſſible ta gun in vaſt Quau- 
tities of Goods that we can haue nd Account of, ani 
ſome Merchants have entred double; the Quantity ot 
Woollens they intend to nim off, tu dicourage others 
; © 41;:4 


 Ona former Computation made bycheInſpeftor Ge- 
neral of the Cuftams, the Importation: of Holla. 


Linnen for the Year 1703, viz. Hollands, Damasks, 


Diapers, Borelaps, rc. amounted to 213701 l. and 
upon peruſing ſome Papers, I had a Mind to examine 
the Entry ot all Hollands, Cainbricks and Flanders Lace 
entered in the Year ya z, and I found: Holland's Linnen 
valued at 148971 J. tho at the fame Time it was ſup- 

ſed that above Five Hundred Thouſand People, Men, 
Women and Children, wore Hollands for Shifting, be- 
de great Quantitics uſed: dar: Sberting and Tabling. 
Reckoning 
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Reckotiing the Shirting but at Thirty Shillings pep 
Head, that no more than Five hundred thouſand People 
vwore Holland, it would amoumt to Seven hundred and 
fiſty thouſand Pounds; and doubtleſs the Sheeting and I an 
FTabling would amount to One hundred thouſand we 
Pounds more. And the Cambricks entred from Hol. 
land and Flanders that Year; amounted to Twenty four 
thouſand five hundred fixty ſeven Pounds, tho! it is be- 
.come the General Wear of the Kingdom, and almoſt 
every Footman hath got a Cambrick Neckcloth or 4 
Ruffles; and Women of all conſiderable Families, whe- ind 
ther the Ladies themſelves, or their Servants, all uſe it ¶ the 
cor Head Direſſes and Ruffles : The whole Conſumpti- cer 
on is thought to ſtand the Nation in above two hundred MW bou 
thouſand Pounds y earl. : 
In the ſame Account the Article of Flanders Lace is Nl 
valued at Five thouſand eight hundred and thirteen l p. 
Pounds; whereas we know one ſuit of Headcloths fre- 24. 
uently coſts One hundred Pounds, and the Lire of one ¶ that 
Bride hath frequently come to three or tour hundred the 
-Pounds, and great Numbers of Nobility, Ladies ot the bear 
firſt Rank, even to the Merchants Wives and Daugh- T 
ters, vye with ane another who ſhall appear in the rich- Mt N 
ieſt Lace. There's no coming to a Certainty, but very ¶ ent 
Zood Judges think this Article muſt coſt the Nation a- ¶ gene 
| 2 Three hundred thouſand Pounds yearly. uri 
I give only theſe Inſtances to ſnew how uncertain it is It & 
to depend upon our Caſtom Houſe Accounts; for befides Num 
the forementioned Articles, we have very great Quan- Wi 
ities of Muflin, Coffee, Tea, Spice, and almoſt all 
other ſorts of Gocus run in upon us from Holland, Flan- 
ders, France, &. So that to take the right Way of 
Judging of the Increaſe or Decreaſe of the Riches of the 
Nation by the Trade we drive with Foreigners, is to 
examine whether we receive Money from them, or ſend 
them ours; for if we export more Goods than we rer 
ceive, it is moſt certain we ſhall have a Balance brought 
tous in Gold and Silver, and the Mint will beat W ork, 
t coin that Gold and Silver: But if we import more 
than we export, or ſpend our Money in foreign * 
n | | | tries, 


- 


| 6 2 
tries, then it is as certain the Balance muſt be paid by 
Gold and Silver ſent them to diſcharge that Debt. 

I have beſtowed ſome Time in examining what Silver 

and Gold was ſhipt out in the Year 1723, and it appears 

ve ſhipt in that Year to Holland, . | 
1 In Lilver 1810703 Ounces. 
; fr. . ͤ Cann 
- 7 India, in Silver 2143086 Ounces. 
, In Bullion or melted Silver 119120 Ounces. 
r ' Portibly there may be ſome entred out for Holland, 
˖ 
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ind not ſhipr, as is frequently done in other Goods; and 0 
there may be ſome ſhipt to India, and not entred: But 3 

- Wceatain it is, both Pieces of Eight and Bullion are 

d bought and ſhipt off, ſome of which coſt 5 5. 4 d. ſome 
rs. 7 d. and ſome more per Ounce, and I believe none 
ſlow as Standard or  s. 2 d. for thirty Years paſt; and 
| preſume it has not at any Time fold for more than 55s. 
lin Holland: So that I think I may ſafely conclude, 


Is 

n 

. 

5 that upon an Average we pay or loſe 4 per Cent. upon all 
d le Silver ſhipt to Holland, and we muſt ſuppoſe Gold 
p dears ſome Proportion to the Silver. | | 

h- 
ry 
EN 


There is no Notice taken of Silver or Gold ſhipt off 
to Norway or Sweden, or the Baltic, nor the Bullion 
nt from hence to Holland, which we may ſuppoſe is 140 
zenerally of our coin'd Money melted down: What is 
carried goes away ſecretly, leſt by being made publick 


is It ſhould lead into an Enquiry whence the Bullion 
les Name: What the Quantity ſhipt off befide, may be, is 
n- inpoſſible to gueſs ; however what appears amounts to 
all Wibove two Millions Sterling in that Year, and it is im- 
me Wirobable any Sum like this can be brought into this 
of Mkingdom from all the Nations we trade with. We 
he {hve no Bullion coming to us in Gold and Silver, unleſs 
to de from Portugal and. Spain, and what we have had of 
nd Ine by our Souh<Sea Trade, and from Jamaica, and the 
rer Wrlt of our own Plantations, and therefore I am afraid 
zht lat large Quantitics of our Coin now goes away to pay 
rk. or our Luxury. | EY | 


ore Il Iexpett it will be ask'd what Reaſon there is for ſend- 
un- g ſo much Money to Holland, it being generally al- 


K | 
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lowed they take much more of our Goods and Mer: { 
chandize than we do of theirs. | 
If the Inſpector General's Account be right, we 
have a greater Balance of Trade upon the Dutch, than 
we have upon Portugal and Spain, put both together, x 
andif we had noother Nation to pay Money to, who , 
are indebted to the Dutch, we ſhould, notwithſtanding M ; 
the Smuggling Trade, receive a Balance from thence ; s 
but as we take ſurprizing Quantities of Timber, Iron, | x 
Flax, Hemp, Linnen, Silk, fine Cambricks, Flan- Ml © 
ders Lace, fine high priced Wines, Velvets, Brocades, T 


and a vaſt Number of other Things, this Bullion is ſent 
to Holland to pay for them, and the Dutch manage their 
Trade with all thoſe Countries with ſo much Prudence, b 
that they are generally in their Debt. And to make this 

more clear, I ſhall propoſe a State of the Trade be- be 
tween England and thoſe Countries from whence we | 
have thole vaſt Quantities of Goods, for which we are Ii 
forced to pay the Ballance they have __ us in ready he 
Money: I therefore ſuppoſe the ſundry Kingdoms and 
States undermentioned have Ballances annually paid f 
them by us. | . „ 7 

Upon the War between Sweden and Denmark, a great all 
many of their bulky Ships being deſtroyed, the Impor- WW » 

tation of their Commodities was chiefly in Brizifþ Ship- 7 


ping, but that War being over, and they having again 1 
begun to build great Numbers of ſuch Veſſels, the d 
Freight of their Goods is like to fall again into their WM 7 


own Hands, and then we may expect the Ballance co- WW pri 
ming to them will be greater upon us than now it is. p 
The ſeveral Sums ſuppoſed to be paid, are only {et 
down to give the Reader ina ſhort View ſome idea of 
the general Trade we drive, and the great Sums thoſe 
Nations draw from us, but not for him to depend on as 
certain Ballances; there may be more due to ſome Coun- 
tries, to other Countries there may be leſs, or the ge- 
neral Ballance may be more, or it may be leſs; nor do 
I think it is poſſible by the Cuſtom- houfe Accounts, or 
any other Caltulattons, to come to a Certainty but 
by former Caiculations the Sums ſet down here _ 
5 f b up- 
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ſuppoſed to be near the Ballances thofe Countries had 
upon us, and we have Reaſon to believe they are not lets 
now. ; R 

I defire others, who have more Time to ſpare, will 
examine into it; and if they have Reaſon to believe 
thoſe foreign Nations draw ſuch large Sums from us, 
how ſerviceable it would be to pur thoſe Obſervations 
into the cleareſt View poſſible : For my own Part I do 
not pretend to have the Capacity to repreſent Matters 
of this Nature fo perfectly as ſome Gentlemen can, which 
makes me deſirous to incite them to employ their 
Thoughts upon ſo neceſſary a Work. | 

We will ſuppoſe the Ballance of Trade? L. 
we pay Norway for Timber, Cc. over and 1 30,099 
above what they take from us, to be- 

The Ballance to Sweden for Iron, Tim- << 
ber, Sc. — —ů . 

The Ballance to Ruſſia for Hemp, Flax, 9 | 
Linnen, Hides, Tallow, Pot-aſh, Tim- 400,999 
ber, Iron, 9 . 25 2 Soc. | 

The Ballance to the Emperor's Heredita- 
ry Countries of Sileſia, &c. for broad and} 
narrow Garlix, Lawns, Dowlas, as well as 3 
all other ſorts of Linnen, whether from ? oO, 
Pruſſia, or Switzerland, and all other Com- 
modities from Hambro', Bremen, co. 

The Ballance to Flanders for their Lace 
and Linnen, Threads, Fc. - 250, ooo 

The Ballance for Cambricks and Cam- | 
brick Lawns from St. Quintin, Cambray, 
Valenciennes, and to Bourdeaux for Claret, | 0 
to Champain and Burgundy for Wine, to Pa- \, oo, oo 
ris for Silk and Silver Brocades, Velvets, 7, 
&c. and great Quantities of other Goods 
run in upon uu —- ===} 


The Ballance for thrown Silk from N 5 
a — — N 208090 


mont, &c. G n — 45 — 


Oz + 


| : tas} 
To theſe I will add the Money ſpent by . 


young Noblemen and Gentlemen upon 
their Travels into France, Italy, Germany, * 100,500 


&c. and the Remittances that are made to 
the diſſaffected who are gone abroad, +»--- 
The Intereſt paid Foreigners for Money 200. 000 
in our Funds. === -<- — N 
The Money ſpent upon Foreign Embaſ- 
flies, Cc. — — ——— | 
As it is ſuppoſed we have the aboveBallances to pay, it 
may be queried what Places we trade with, from whence 
we are ſupplied with Effects to anſwer thoſe Demands. 
It is apprehended much the greateſt Part is raiſed out ot 
our own Plantations, and from Ireland, there being vaſt 
Sums due from the latter to Noblemen and Gentlemen 
of this Kingdom who have Ellates there, which is re- 
mitted to us for the Proviſions they ſend to Spain. Par- 
tugal, France, Flanders, Holland, &c. We may add che 
Profits of the Eaſt-India Trade upon the vaſt Quanti- 


ties of Goods that arc ſold for Re- exportation; the Pro- 


fits of the African Trade, by the large Sums of Money 
we receive tor Negroes ſold to the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, 
&c. beſides what they ſell to our Plantations, and Gold 
Duſt brought home, the Ballance we receive from Por- 
zugals and we may mention the Ballance from Spain, 
tho' I am afraid that is not ſo conſiderable as ſome ima- 
gine : Now if the Treaſure drawn from our Plantations, 
and from Ireland, and the Profits of the aforefaid Trades 
do not diſcharge the above Balances, the reſt muſt be 
paid in Gold and Silver from hence. | | 
N. B. We have not taken any Notice in the above Ca- 


talogue of thoſe Nations, which we think take as 


many of our Manufactures as we do of theirs, neither 
do we think it neceſſary to give our Thoughts what 
we think thoſe Ballances may be which we haye upon 
our Plamatious, Ireland, Re. EEE 

We will ſuppole that Thomas London is the general 
Trader for the whole Nation of England to all thoſc 
Countries that have thoſe great Ballances upon us. He 
orders his Correſpondents in Norway, Sweden, Ruſſia 
E e e 
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Silefia, Hambro, Bremen, Bruges, St. Duintin, Cams 
bray, Valenciennes, Bourdeaux, Paris and Piedmont, to 
draw their ſeveral Balances upon his Correſpondent Au- 
drew Holdfaft in Amſterdam, to whom he writes that he 
has givenOrders to draw upon him for the foremention- 
ed Balances reſpectively due to thoſe ſeveral Countries. 


Thomas London goes upon the Exchange, employs his 
Broker to take up Bills in order to pay the ſaid Balances 


he agrees with Jrael Mendez and others for the whole 


Sum; and as Occaſion offers, delivers his Money to 
them, and takes their Bills, which he ſends to Amſter- 
dam to diſcharge the Bills drawn as aforeſaid. Iſrael 
Mendez and others make it their Buſineſs to buy upPieces 


of Eight, Moidores and other Gold and Bullion, and 


export to Holland, to anſwer their Draughts; this is a 
ſufficient Reaſon why we export ſo much Bullion to 
Holland. 7 | | | 
 Ifhall now propoſe ſome Articles of Trade and Im- 
eee a 3 at Home, which I am firm- 
perſuaded, if well regulated and carried on with 
Spirit and Reſolution, might be made many Hundred 
thouſand Pounds yearly more profitable to the Nation 
than now they are. I ſhall begin the Catalogue of thoſe 
Regulations, by propoſing ; | E 
'Fhe encouraging and making fine Lace,) _ 
Velvets, Silver and Gold Stuffs, and valu- }; 


ing our ſelves as much upon appearing in 


Manufactures of our own, as the late French \ | 
King and his Courtiers did upon wearing e 
their Woollens and other Manufactures of 
France. —— — — — li | 
The wearing fine Mullins and other fine”) 
Manufactures of India, inſtead of —_— 


200,000 


French Cambricks, and Cambrick Lawns.-- 

Prohibiting the wearing of printed Hol- 
lands, and printed German Linnen, andF - 9 
confining that Trade to the wearing of Eng- . 
Iifh, Scorch and trifh Linnen. —.— — | 


he Encouraging 


— 
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* 


Encouraging the ſowing of Hemp and 
Flax in our Plantations, and ſupplying our- 
ſelves with Part of what we uſe from thence, 
inſtead of having all from Raſſia— 
Importing Raw Silk from China, and 
throwing it with Water Engines here, . 


300,009 


which would enable us to ſupply Foreign 
Markets as cheap as any other Country of 
Europe. — === ——— — J 
Further Improvements upon fine Raw/# 
Silk to be made in Carolina, Penſilvania, &c. 


co anſwer the Uſe of Piedmont Silk 


Encouraging the making of Pig Iron in 
the Plantations, and making it into Bar Iron, 
by additional Forges to be erected here, in- 
ſtead of having the whole from Sweden, &c. 

Pilpoſing of Bar Iron which may be 
made in the Colonies, to Portugal, /raly, 


100, oo 


200,009 


Coaſt of Africa, and all other Parts of the 

Mediterranean, as well as Turkey and India.—-) 
Making of Pot-Aſh in the Plantations wy 

ſtead of having it from Ruſſia. — 39900 

building large bulky Ships, ſuch as are uſed $00,006 


by the Danes and Swedes, and importing 

Part of our Timber from Vew- England, No- 

va Scotia, and Newfoundland. 
Regulating our Trade from the Plantati-) 

ens, by ſtrengthening the Act of Navigati- 

on, in obliging all Ships that come to Por- 

tugal, the Streights, &c. to come to Eng- & 400,008 

land, and lay out their Money here, and by l 

that ſhort Navigation to the Streighis carry | 

our Plantation ä —— as cheap as the 

French do theirs by their New Regulations. 

The making of Cochineal, raifing of In- 

digo, encouraging the planting of Cocoa 

Trees, and many other Improvements in a- . 

rolina, as well as the Sugar Iſſands. === 


1 our own Navigation, 5 


1 00,000 


Supply- 


ſtead of Piedmont Silk, the Cheapneſs of N 100; _ 


200,000 


0 


ly- 


ment to a Million of People ſuppoſed to be 
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Supplying the North of England, Scotland) * 
and Ireland, with Plenty of Hemp and Flax x 
from our Plantations, would give Employ- [ | 

1250, 00 
now out of Work, allowing each earned | 
onePenny aDay, and accounting 300 work- 
ing Days in the Year. === — ===} 

| 5r is worth while to read over the Hiſtory of thoſe 


Times wherein our Plantations were ſettled, to ſee the 
Spirit, Reſolution, and indefatigable Endeavours of 


our Anceſtors. And we are highly obliged toa noble 


Duke, who has lately revived their Example; to whom, 


{tho* he had not the deſired Succeſs in his generous Un- 
dertaking of ſettling St. Lucia,) this Nation will remain 
Debtors for his publick ſpirited Deſign. 
Upon the firſt Settlement of our Colonies, great 
Sums of Money were iſſued out of this Kingdom for 
clearing the Land, erecting Sugar- Works, and purcha- 
ſing Negroes to ſupply them, as well as the Tobacco 
Plantations z and therefore when our firſt Planters ſet- 
tled there, they in general mortgaged their Plantations 
to borrow Money, for which they paid a large Intereſt. 
If we were then capable of raiſing Money for carry- 


ing on thoſe Deſigns, could we now be rouſed up into 
4 8 


tate of Induſtry, how much more eaſily might it be 
done by the Money that is daily paid out of the Funds; 
and how much better would it be for the Kingdom to 
improve the Money to ſuch uſeful Advantages, than to 
have it remain a Charge upon our Eſtates. 
Some of the induſtrious Planters then cleared off their 
Mortgages in a little Time, not but that ſome of them 
lived ſo high, that they have ſuffered Part ot the Mort- 


gage to remain upon their Eſtates to this Day; but this 


happens only to ill Oeconomiſts: For I was credibly in- 
formed by a Gentleman from Jamaica, with whom I 
had ſome Diſcourſe upon the Subject; that a young 
Man of his Acquaintance bought a Piece of Ground, 
clear'd it of the Wood, and botrow'd Ten thouſand' 
Pounds to pay tor the Land, purchaſe Negroes, and 
erect the Works, and yet by bis Induſtry, in ten Years 
e time, 
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time, he paid off the ſaid Ten thouſand Pounds, and had 


the Plantation clear to himſelf; this ſnews the Improve- 
ments that might be made where Induſtry is uſed. 
Some will have the Number of Negroes employed in 
our Plantations ro be One hundred and ninety, or Two 
hundred thouſand ; but becauſe I defire all my Calcula- 
tions may be rather within than excecd the common 


Computation, I will ſuppoſe them to be about One 


hundred and fifty Thouſand, and the Produce fent home 
from thence of allSorts for our ownConſumption,as well 
as what was re-exported, together with the Profit of 
our Shipping employed therein, to be about 1,409,000). 
a Year, and that part that was re-cxported (or carried 
to foreign Markets,) might before the Increaſe of 
the home Conſumption ot our Sugar, and the Decay 
of the Re-exportation, amount to near half that 
Sum. Now all this great Increaſe of our Trea- 


ſure proceeds chiefly from the Labour of Negroes 


in the Plantations; and there is no Manner of Doubt to 
be made if the ſame Spirit was raiſed in our Inhabitants 
to add to our Riches, as was in thoſe Perſons who firſt 
ſettled them, they would find, thar by the Labour of 


the like Number of Negroes employed upon raiſing 


Silk, Iron, Hemp, Flax, Pot-aſh, and other Improve- 
ments here mentioned, turn to greater Account than 


ever the Sugar and Tobacco Plantations have yet afforded. 


And the Conſideration of having ſuch a Number of 


People dependant upon us for all their Clothing, ought 


to be eſteemed as an additional Treaſure, provided we 


put them upon Employments which will raiſe Money 


to pay for what they want; for we are not to conſider 
them as Vagrants and neceſſitous Perſons, but as Perſons 


who, if properly encouraged, cannot avoid getting 


Eſtates, and therefore ſupplying them with Clothing 


__- Wirableto their Inclinations (for it is obſervable that 


they muſt be all fine Abroad} will be forty Times the 
Profit of Clothing them at home with Leather Doub- 
lets, Breeches or Rags: And as great Numbers of People 
ſubfiſt upon the Intereſt of their Money in the Funds, as 


it comes to be paid off, there will bean Opportunity of 


employing 
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they diſpale of; For tho' their 

9 exceed ouis, yet all they bring home is. not 

ufficient to an{wer their Sales, but frequently they buy 

near half the Goods that are fold: ales; 

5110 ic, will be dn they: en thoſe Countries 
Hat They 


Practice, their Eſfates being almoſt all ev ed;in 
Trade 'F jul 
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or they have _—_ Lands and Rents 


to 
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to live upon as we have in England, and what they have 
is not very defirabley ſince the keeping up their Dykes 
and Sen Walls, and other Taxes, run away with the 
reateſt Part of their Income. When our Merchants 
and Tradeſmen have got plentiful Eſtates, they turn 
Country Gentlemen, bur in Holland they are obliged to 
go on in Trade, or ſpend out of the Capital. FR 
It is wondertul how a Country ſo ſituated as Holland 
is, fo ſmall a Compaſs of Land, no Products of their 
oven to export, environed as it were with great Cities 
which are their Competitors in Trade, ſhoutd ſteer fo 
exactly in all their (Ommerce, and preſerve ſuch an In- 
 fereſt with all the World; that they receive the Com- 
| moqities of other Countries, and paſs them thro their 
own, and do it with ſo much Judgment and Applicati- 


on, that they keep the Diſpoſal of the greateſt Part of 


the Products of Portugal, Spain, and the Streights, 
which are carried to the Baltic, to themſelves, and 
ſupply Bremen, Hambro; Lubect, Dantzick, and other 
/ ER ¼ og bin rg = eto 
Their Study being to bring every Thing the cheap- 
eſt Way to Market, they hire ſuch Ships of ours as 
carry Lumber, and other Goods from our Plantations 
ro the aforeſaid Places, which being bound home, take 
halt the Freight they can ſend their own Ships out for, 
"which makes ours the commonCarriers ; tor if they did 
not hire them, the Hamburgbers, (9c. would, and run 
away with their Trade. 5 BETS 
Thelike is done by great 
nufactures, and wy other Engliſh Commodities which 
are bought up for Holland, and diſpoſed of all over Eu- 
rope by them, among their ene esc. | 
Notwithſtanding the Hollanders have all thoſe Diffi- 
culties to * with, they can keep ſuch a Corre- 
ſpondency in Trade, that they have a Ballance due to 
them almoſt every where. . not then ſurprizing, 
that we who have a Country and Plantations abounding 
; with Proviſions of all Sorts, Tin, Lead, Co per, Coals, 
: Woollen Manufactures, Sugar, Tobacco, G. enough 
for our own Confumption, and large Quantities for Re- 
VC 
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exportation, ſhould not be able with them to pay for 
what we want from abroad ; inſtead of which we ſend 
our Money ro Foreign Nations and by employing their 
Poor inſtead of our own, enable them to thruſt us out 
of our Foreign Trade, and by their impoſing high Du- 
ties upon our Manufactures, ſo clog the Exportation 
of them, that it amounts to a Prohibition. 2 


„ d> Ya i" i > d 1 92 98 3 — 8 —— 


CONCEUSION. 


\ OON after the Declaration of King W-liam's 


MWar with France, the paying our Army in Flanders 


occaſioned great Remittances, and to anſwcr thoſe De- 
mands Bullion was ſent from hence, which in a great 


Meaſure put a Stop to our Coinage; and in as much as 


fareign Commodities drew away a great Treatury year- 


ly, the Government took that Affair into Conſiderati- 


on, in order to put a Stop thereto, and more particu- 


larly to thoſe of France: But that we might not want a 


Supply of what was neceſſary, Care was taken to have 
divers Manufactures eſtabliſhed at home, ſuch as thoſe 
of Alamodes and Luſtrings, Hats, Glais, Paper, as al- 
ſo of Copper and Braſs, with other the like Improve- 
ments. But upon the Death ot King Charles the Se- 


cond of Spain, and the French King having plac'd his 


Grandſon upon that Throne, he toon introdueed the 
wearing of French Manufactures into that Kingdom, 
which before uſed to be ſupplied from England, and 
turn'd the Trade ſo much againſt us, that whereas be- 
fore the War we uſed to receive a conſiderable Balance 
from Spain in Specie, the Merchandize and Products 
we then took from them, according to the Opinion of 
the moſt judicious Spaniſh Merchants, amounted to 
more than all our W oollens exported thither. | 
Several Gentlemen conſulted how thoſe Inconvyes 


niencies might be remedied ; many Calculations were 
made, and alſo the Cuſtom Houſe Accounts inipetted 


2 divers 
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divers of thoſc Papers were inmy Hands, which * 


the Treaty of Commerce with France gave ſome Inſight 
into the Trade between us and them, and the Damage 
we ſhould ſuſtain if that᷑ Commerce ſhould be laid open 
as formerly; and after ſettling the Treaty of Utrecht, 
and the Acceſſion of King George to theſe Realms, our 
Trade and Navigation met with further Embarraſſ- 
ments from the Czar of Muaſcovy and the King of Swe- 
den, which engaged thoſe Gentlemen in further Con- 

ſultations how to ſurmount thoſe Difficulties. They 
had formed a Deſign to prevent our being ſupplied with 
Naval Stores from their Donunions otfier wife chan at 


their ownPrizes,and in their vywnShipping. This put the 


Lords of Trade and Plautations upon Enquiry, whether 
it was poſſible to have thoſe Naval Stores from our Co- 
2 and accordingly in the Year 1716, they ſent for 
undry Perſons to conſult what Methods might be ta- 
ken to raiſe and produce them there: Among the reſt, I 
was allo required to give my Thoughts thereupecn 
and after I had given them the beſt Earmation I was 
then capable of, they ordered me to commit what I had 
faid ro writing, and to lay it before them. I had ſeve- 
ral Copies written out, ſome I gave to Virginia and Neu- 

mo Merchants, and deſired they would carefull 
mſpect every Particular. They were fo kind as to aſ- 
fiſt me, and I did by their Approbation lay it before 
their Lordſhips. The Subject of that Memorial was to 
ſet forth, how Fitch and Tar might be regulated and 
Further improved ; that we might be ſupplied with Iron 
from thence ; the great Advantage it would be to have 
Timber provided ready fora Loading, and large Ships 
built, ſuch as are uſed by the Danes and Sewedes for im- 
_ Porting it hither; that Voyages from our Plantation, 
with ſuch Timber might be performed in as ſhort a 
Time as fra Perersbourg, or the Bothmck, Gulph, to 
England, and conſequently a very large Sum of Money 
ſaved to the Nation, which we now pay to the Baltick 
for thoſe Commodities, After delivering thotnd Me- 
morial, I was frequently required to give my Thoughts 
concerning Naval Stores, and aach other Ti 
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the Anſwers to which are contained in the foregoin 

Chapters; wherein is ſet forth, That the Hemp an 

Flax we have from Ryfſia, comes five or ſix hundred 
Miles by Land, and ſome of ir a thouſand Miles by 
Water Carriage, before it is ſhipp!d for Exgland, where- 
as our American Colonies, for a vaſt Extent; commu» 
nicate with the Sea by a great Number of Navigable 
Rivers, from whence we may be ſupplied with Hemp 
and Flax, and other Naval Stores to anſwer all our Oc- 
caſions, provided a ſufficient Bounty was given to en- 
courage the producing and importing ſuch Commodi- 
ties ſrom thence. An extraordinary Board met, where 
the Secretary of State and other great Men were pre; 
ſent; the Conſideration of raiſing Naval Stores in the 
Plantations was laid before them, and the 3 was 
approved of, and a Bill carried into the Houſe, where- 
in it was hoped a Bounty would be given upon 
Hemp, Flax, and Pig-Iron, the laſt being an Underta- 
king of great Expence; but tho” it ſo nearly affected 
the Weltare and Proſperity of the Nation, very few 
Gentlemen ſeem'd to have any Notion of the Difficult 

we were under for Naval Stores, nor of the great Ad- 
vantage of being independant of all foreign Powers for 


thoſe Commadities, nor apprehenſive of the Difference 
of purchaſing every thing we wanted with our ready 
Money from Foreigners, and raifing them in our own 
Plantations, nor of the Advantages of raiſing Materials 


for employing and ſetting to work more than a Million 
of vagrant indolent Wretches, whoſe Time is ſpent in 
corrupting the induſtrious, or roving about the King- 
dom, or begging from Door to Door; therefore thoſe 
Perſons who ſolicited the promoting ſo publick a Bene- 


fit were diſcouraged. But the great Application of the 


French in contriving every thing for the Benefit of that 
Kingdom, and particularly the Regulations ſet forth 
in the Edict of the 27th of January 1726, gave ſeveral 
Gentlemen Hopes that the Circumſtances ot our Trade 
would alſo been examined into. I am perſwaded, if 
Gentlemen would enter into the Confideration of the 
many Advanta s that would accrue to thisKingdom-by 


ſupplying ourſelves with Naval Stores in our Plantati- 


ons, 


by thoſe 


. 
dns, and 2 other Materials for employing our 
Poor, they would not ſlip ſo fair an Opportunity as 


—_— 


they now have, to engage the People in it. 


Some Iron- Works have been erected at a vaſt Ex- 
pence, the Undertakers depending upon ſome Encou- 
ragement from the Government, but nothing being 
done, there ſeems at preſent to be a Stop put to any fur- 


ther Proceedings. There is very little Progreſs made 


in any of the other Commodities, but ſundry Perſons 
have been writ ro in ſeveral Colonies, to inquire into 


the Probability of producing thoſe of. Silk, Hemp, 


and Flax. Inſtructions have alſo been ſent for making 
of Raw Silk to divers of the Colonies, and Anſwers 


have been returned, which ſet forth the vaſt Quantity 


there is of white Mulberry-Treex for feeding Silk-worms 
in Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, and Penſilvania; and 
Samples ot Silk, much of the ſame Nature with that 
we have from Piedmont. If we could ſucceed in the 
raiſing of this valuable Commodity, there would be this 
extraordinary Convenience in it, that the ſame Hands 


which manage this, may alſo be employed in the Culti- 

vation of Hemp and Flax, the Silk Seaſon being only at 
that Time of th vi 

ſo that the one would not interfere with the other. No- 


e Year when the others are growing; 


thing is more evident, than that Improvements of this 
kind will be a great Means of turning the Balance of 
Trade in our Favour; and indeed it ſeems to be a Work 
that ought to be undertaken before any other, and ve 


worthy the Conſideration of the Parliament, whic 


would ſave our foreign Expence, and greatly contribute 


to the Encreaſe of the Wealth of the Nation; but no- 


thing of this kind can be expected from the Merchant, 
who only purſues his own Buſineſs, and raiſes an Eſtate 
— 2 which the Government permits the 

rade in; he may get a great deal of Riches 


Subject to 


by importing foreign Commodities for Luxury and Ex- 
cels, when at the ſame Time the Nation is conſuming 
its Subſtance, and running into Poverty. Almoſt all 
the Princes of Europe have made this ſo much their Care 


or many Years palt, that J muſt confeſs I have admired 
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it has not awakened us. The Emperor, and ſundrff 


Princes of Germany, Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmark, Savoy, 
but above all, France, Have ſet forth ſo many Edicts or 
Decrees for regulating their Commerce, that if they 
were collected, aud ſome able Perſon was employed to 
abſtract thoſe Things that affect our Manuta Runes and 
Commerce; it would be of excellent Uſe to ſuch as 


are appointed to negociate our Affairs Abroad. 


The Care and Thought the French Miniſters have em- 


ployed for promoting their own Manufacturies, and 
turning every Article of their Commerce to the natio- 
nal Advantage, is ſo very remarkable, that I do not ſee 


how they could have taken more juſt Methods if they 
had heen bred Merchants, and their Hearts wholly ſet 
upon regulating their Commerce; whereas with us it 
hath been rare to find any who would allow themſelves 


the Time to think properly on thoſe Subjects, inſomuch 


that when many Things have been propoſed which 
would tend to the Advantage of our Commerce,, they 


have been laid aſide as Things not worthy of Notice. 
We might indeed take Example from the French in 5 


nyo their Regulations; I have ſeen an Arret of the 
"French we ro of State, for permitting (under 


certain Reſfrictions) the Exportation of the Product of 


the French Iſlands directly to the Ports of Spain. I 


thought neceſſary to t ranſcribe it, and the rather, ſinco 
the Game Propd latenten 
e King being willing to encourage mure and more the 
ec Commerce of the French 


1 


Hants in America, has cauſed 


. 79 he laid before him in Council, the Arret of the 20th of 


ce Fune 1698, and rhe Letters Patent of the Month of 
% April 1717, made for regulating the Commerce of the 
„ French Colomes ; and his al 

. 2yould lend tu the Advantage of the ſaid Colonies to per- 
c ut the carrying of, Sugars, and all other Goods of the 


Y having judged that it 


c Product of the French Iſands directly to the Ports of 


Spain; he Report of M. Dodum, Counceller in Orgi- 
«nary of the Royal Council, Comptroiler-General of the 


ec Finances, being heard, his Majeſty in Council bas per- 


i mitted, and permits, the French Merchants to ſend di- 


& rettly 
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* Ty from the French aud in America, 0 the 
« Ports of Spain, Sugars of all Sorts, except however 


« rat, o Muſcavado Sugars, as alſo all others Goods of 
de the Prolluct of the ſaid French Handsin America; de- 
- XC Fogating for this "purpoſe {rom the-ſerond and twenty 
te 6xth Articles of the Letters Patent of the Mauth of April 
c 1717 in Faucar of the Merchants of this Kingdom on- 
& ty; this preſent Permiſſion being not to be extended to, or 
ce oxoyed by the Inbabitants of the French 1ſands and Ca- 
& Jonies. His Majeſty's Will is, that the French Ships 
ec yhich ſhall car; y Clad; dis eftly from the Iflands tv Spain, 
et ſhall be obliged to come back into the Ports of F Teo 
<« yberce they fet out, on ihe Penalties ſpecified int 
ce ond Ar tich of the Letters Patents of 1717. It is likes 
'& wiſe his Majeſiy's In ill, that the French Merchants 
te Tyho ſball ke concerned in his Commerce Hall. be obliged io 
ect procſuce, at the Return of the Ships to France, an Acconut 
* 1 F the Goods they took in at the Mands, certified by the 
ce principal Officer's of the Farms; and alſo an Account of 
ve 7he Gods landed in Spain, certified by the French Cop 
8 . ſal, ca the Verification of which Accounts 1 9. 
ec the Duties of the Domain of the Weſt ſhall 15 5 
e Dore in tbe King's (Courictl o 2 Majeſty pre- 
i ine 7 27th. of [anuary 1726. 
at; en had the Im- 
owe of leer Conner r 2 Heart that 
5 GL 450 1 
have ever cntskilful and ab Men into the princi- 
Pal trading Countries, to inſpect their Management, 
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wur LES e; n ts of the ab en ej one of which 


Entituled, 475 wo 


ich 7 en he makes this remani 
Obe ervation, "& 2 715 he wrote 5 laing hy uon 1 
& Fubfect of Commerae, becauſe Haid _— 


in my Judgment ſeems io be ſolitile lerood in = 
85 2 1 cially, by Pei ſons of 2 Ge, and 
, Poſts, on the Ceurus f a 7 nde 
. To a Tres ary. tee it is A Gd be erce 


EG 75 of Ja great Importance, that I make 20 64710 
8 aver, that according t 40 the Condutt oj the everal [State 


E. F Europe, There are very ftw T ings in F 
| ths 


s KkOQGYMpMazAcN<.a 


a 


C( 


| TW] - 
te that deſerve more Attention than this Article of Com- 
© merce: And to be convinced of. the Truth of this, we 
& have nothing elſe to do but to confider the Difference there 


is between thoſe Countries where Trade flouriſhes, and 


& thoſe Countries which haus none: If we will remem- 
&« ber that England and Holland, which by Reaſon of 


&« their Situation malę ſo great a Figure in the Affairs 


6 of Europe, regulate their principal Intereſt always with 
C an Eye to their Commerce. But it that Gentleman 
had lived to our Time; he would have ſeen much 
more Reaſon to have applauded the Skill and con- 
duct of their own Council of State and Chamber 


of Commerce, than to have equall'd us with the 


Dutch in the Regulation of our Trade. 
Before the Beginning of King William's War, our 
great Conſumption of Wines were thoſe of France, and 
the higheſt that we annually imported from thence did 
not exceed Eighteen or Twenty Pounds per Ton; but 


Florence Wine being the deareſt and ſcarceſt, was gene- 


rally accounted the higheſt Entertainments; but the 
Prohibition of French Wines ſoon made them ſcarce, 


and conſequently they became the moſt faſhionable, and - 


he the fineſt Gentleman that gave the higheſt Price for 
his Claret. The Gentlemen about Bourdeausx that 
could keep their Wine, ſoon found out our Foible ; and 
inſtead of ſelling their beſt Wines at the Prices they did 


before the War, got them up to 807. per Ton or more; 


and ſome particular Importers choſe rather to keep u 

thoſe high Prices than to have them cheaper. I menti- 
oned to one of thoſe Importers the great Folly Ithought 
it was to raiſe the Price upon ourſelves: He rephed, 


The greater Prices they gave abroad, the greater Profir 


they could get by it. Gentlemen would not think it 
good, unleſs it colt them Five or Six Shillings a Flask: 
thoſe very Wines bought abundantly cheaper; for no 
other Nation pretends to give the one Half of what we 
b. 8 15 „ 
Such Extravagancies have often appeared in this 


Kingdom, and the Government hays taken Care to re- 


ſtrain 


N 


ny 


owever, I believe, this Evil might be remedied, and 
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ftrain them, I do not here only — 
audy Silks, ſuperfine 


Wines, but alſo the wearing o 
Cambricks, hi . Laces, Velvet Cloathing, and 
other Foreign Manufactures, which is now become 
a Faſhion, not only among the Ladies, but even among 
our Gentlemen. EN 


In Edward the Third's Time, Laws were made a- 


gainſt wearing Foreign Manufactures, and Queen Eli- 
zabeth was ſo apprehenſive of the ill Conſequences of 
wearing out-landiſh Silks, Cc. and the Danger there 


was of the Nobility and Gentry ſquandering away their 


Eſtates, that ſhe began the Reform herſelf, and ordered 
all her Court to follow her Example. 


The Care that Lewis the Fourteenth took to engage 


all his Subjects to wear the Manufactures of their own 


Country, is alſo worthy of Imitation; and when the 


Court appeared in the utmoſt Splendor, every Thing, 
muſt be of the Manufacture of France, or fall under his 
Diſpleaſure; upon which Lhave made ſome Obſerva- 
Ben... 5 35 

In the Reign of his late Majeſty, ſome Steps were 
taken towards the better — our Trade; the 
Time for drawing back the Duty on ſundry Goods was 
lengtliened, the Want of which before, occaſioned 
the ſending over ſeveral of the Products of our Planta 


tions to Holland, to 2 — a Market; and inſtead of 


their ſending for our Goods, they had the Advantage 
af long Warehouſe Rent, and Commiſſions paid them 
for What lay there. -- . e 
ow * 1" hp Timberfrom'our Plantations was taken 
off, whienhuàs been a very great Advantage to our Na- 
vigation; for when our Ships go to Virginia or the o- 
ther Colonies, if they cannot meet with a full Loading, 
they now fill up their Ships with Pipe- ſtaves, Boards, 
and Timber of ſeveral Kinds, by which Means they 
often make quicker Voyages, whereas before they ſome- 
times lay in. the Country Six, Eight or Ten Months, 
whilſt the Worms were eating out Feir Bottoms. 
EKRegulations were made in che Book of Rates, and all 
Commodities were rated, which Was no ſmall Encou- 
IN = wo? | ragement 
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ragement to the fair Trader. But there remains much 
more to be done to bring the Balance of Trade more in 


our Favour, ſuch as the giving Encouragement for 


building large bulky Ships in Imitation of the Danes and 
Sedes, as lo for providing and laying Loads of Tim- 
ber ready in proper Places, that Ships may be loaded in 
a few Days, and this will promote the bringing of Tim- 
ber from New-England, Nova Scotia, and New-found- 
land, incouraging the making of Pig-Iron, the railing 
of Hemp and Flax, making of Pot-aſh in the Colonies, 
the raiſing of Silk in Carolina, Virginia, Maryland and 
Penſilvania, ſupporting and enlarging our Sugar Planta- 


tions, and, as much as poſſible, to encreaſe our Ex por- 


tations, not only to Holland, Hambourg, and the Baltic, 
but to open new Channels of Trade for all our Planta- 
tion Commodities into Portugal, Spain, and the Medi- 


terranean, by the ſame Methods the French are going 


Me ſhould likewiſe encourage the planting of Tea, 


Coſſee, Cocoa Nuts, Indigo, Cochineal, and many 
other Things in ſuch of our Plantations as may be capa- 
ble of producing them. And I doubt not if thoſe were 


once begun, other Perſons would make large Improve- 


ments in carrying them on. So that if the Government 
would purſue thoſe Methods with Reſolution, and the 
Exceſs and Luxury we are running into were in ſome 
Meaſure reſtrained, I am of the Opinion, that what 
we might ſpare out of the . Quantities of 
Goods we have from abroad, and ſave by raiſing Naval 
Stores in the Colonies (for which we now pay our ready 
Money to the Baltick, Cc.) providing aterials for car- 


Tying on the Silk and Linnen Manufacturies for em- 


ploy ing our Poor at Home, would exceed Two Milli- 
016-4 TX car---- I. = 
As private Perſons are always cautious of adventuring 
their Fortunes in new Attempts, without fome Aſſu- 
rance of the Countenance and aſſiſtance of the Publick, 
we are not to expect that ſuch Undertakings will be car- 


tied on to Effect, till we take the fame Methods, which 


we ſoc pracuc 


y the * who give all Manner of 
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Encouragement and diſtinguiſhing Favours to all ich 
as attempt new Improvements in their Plantations, aſ- 

ſigning them Land, furniſhing them with Seeds, Plants, 


and other Requiſites at the Charge of the Government. 


It is ſaid that thirty or forty Vears paſt, our Plantatis 
ons yielded us yearly about forty thouſand Hogſheads of 
Sugar, and that two Thifds of it was then re- exported; 
but now the Caſe is ſo much altered, that it is doubted 
whether we export one ſixth Part of what we import. 
The French, by peopling their Colonies from France 
with poor induſtrious Perſons, and having Land grant- 
ed them at St. Domingo for little or nothing, and ſup- 
plied, as 'tis ſaid, by the Government with Negroes, 
to pay for them when they are able, have beat us already 
out of great Part of the Sugar Trade; and it is to be 
feared, if ſome Care is not taken to repleniſh our Sugar 
Plantations, by encouraging ſome induſtrious Perſons 
to enlarge them, we ſhall have no other Advantage of 
our Sugar Trade left us, but ſupplying our {elves with 


what we want. FR | 
There is alſo ſome Reaſon to ſuppoſe they will bring 
their Tobacco Settlements on the Miſſiſipi to Pertection, 
which may alſo diminiſh our Exportation of that Com- 
modity. However I hope Engliſh Induſtry and Fruga- 
lity will be rouzed up, and the ſame Spirit appear to 
 yncreaſ< our Plantations, Nayigation and Trade, as in 
the Days of Queen Elizabeth ; towards which the grant- 
ing out the ſpare Lands belonging to the Crown in the 
Colonies, to ſuch as ſhall undertake to ſettle upon them 
at eaſy Quit-Rents, payable in ſome competent Time 
after ſettled, would be a great Encouragement - Nor 
can I apprehend that thoſe Lands can be made ſo. pro- 
Rtable to the Crown in any other way, and it would be 
many ways more advantagious to the Nation, that the 
Property ſhould be kept in the Crown; for we ſee thay 
noble Colony of Carolina, the moſt improveable, in 
thy Apprehenſion, of any of our Colonics, yet becauſe 
it is the Property of particular Perſons, ſupplies us 
with little more than one Commodity of Rice (tho' it 
is capable of many other valuable ones) and is — 
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want of a ſufficient Protection. 


The Buſineſs is to regulate all thoſe Undertakings, = 
and to ſend proper Perſons to direct them, and Money 
to ſupport them, which I think needs not be a great 


deal: However what is expendcd upon this Occaſion, 
would be only a little raiſed by the Nation, which 


and J doubt not but ſome Fund might be found our for 


that Purpoſe, which would be to the Satisfaction of al- 


moſt every Body; and I hope all thoſe good Things 
will be effected by our preſent moſt gracious King and 
his Parliament, and that ſucceeding Ages will have Oc: 
caſion to bleſs the Memory of a Prince, ſo beneficent 
and zealouſly inclined to promote the Welfare of all his 
o „of 5 

After all, it will hardly be poſſible to bring any of 


thoſe e eee to the deſired Perfection, without 


a ſteady Reſolution in the Government to ſuſtain and 


ſupport them, and as it were to carry them in their 


Arms; for new Enterprizes will always be ſubject to 
Accidents and Diſcouragements too difficult for private 
Perſons to ſurmount without the Aſſiſtance of the Pub- 
lick, as Occaſion may require, of which we have a 
plain Inſtance in our Attempt upon Pitch and Tar, far 
the Encouragement whereof a large Bounty was given 
for ſeveral Years, till it came to be imported in ſuch vaſt 
Quantities, that we had not only enough for our own 
Conſumption, but even to export to our Neighbours; 
from which great Plenty we were ready to perſuade our- 
ſelves, that this Buſineſs was ſufficiently and 
therefore neglected the Continuance of the Bounty. 
Since which the Importation of thoſe Commodities 
from Ruſſia, Sweden and Norway is reaſſumed; for as 


they are turniſhed with large bulky Ships an 3 for 


o much 


carrying Lumber Goods, they ſail their Ships 


cheaper than we can ours, that they can afford the 


Freight three or four —_— per Barrel cheaper than 
we; ſo that we arc likely to 


ettabliſhed, and 


e ſoon beaten out of that 
Trade 


23 4 


would, I believe in a ſhori time be abundantly repaid, 
and be the beſt Harveſt that ever the Nation reaped; 


* » 
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 Tradeagain, unleſs we ſhall better ſecure it to ourſelves, 
Either by renewing the Bounty, or advancing the Duty 
upon Foreign Pitch and Tar. This Bounty was given 

to Pitch and Tar a great many Years before any thing 


> "was done in it; bur ar laſt, the Diſappointment and 
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Neceſſity the Government found themſelves under, 

©. Uirred 3 up to perlwade ſome publick ſpirited Men 
nn the Plaxtaticizs to begin upon it, and ſome Perſons 
were ſent over who underſtood the making of it to in- 
ſtruct them; and when they once found out the Art, 
the Want of Employment in the Plantations made 
great Numbers of People put themſelves upon that 

anufacture. : 

An Act of Parliament was granted in 3. and 4. of 
Queen Ane, for nine Years giving a Bounty on Hemp, 
and was renewed in the 12. of her Reign for 11 Years 
longer, and to the End of next Seſſion of Parliament, 
but for want of ſome great Men to countenance the 
raiſing it, nothing has been done; and as that Act is 
near expiring, if any Progreſs is made in raiſing Hemp 
and Flax, the Bounty muſt be renewed upon Hemp, 


aud alſo the ſame upon Flax, and ſome Men in Power 
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muſt ftretch forth their Hands to help it forward, as 
was done in the Caſe of Pitch and Tar. | 
As this is a Matter that deeply concerns the Welfare 
of the Nation, and as their whole dependance is upon 
the King and Parliament, the neceſſity of providing 
Naval Stores and other Materials for employing our 
- Poor at home, is humbly offered to their Conſideration. 
And as Bounties and other Encouragements have been a 
mighty Happineſs to this Nation, unforeſeen Advanta- 
ges would foon accrue to us, if ſufficient Encourage» 
ment for providing and raiſing Naval Stores was = 
It is worth Obiervation to reflect upon the Riches 
that have been brought in to us upon the Bounties given 
upon Corn. Formerly when Corn happened to be ve- 
2] low, the Farmers forbore ſowing, and that Neglect 
trequently ended in a Scarcity once in three or four 
Years, which put us often under the Neceflity of 
ſending abroad for Corn; but this Bounty has er 
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faged the Farmers to keep on their Tillage, by which, | 
w 


en any of our neighbouring Nations want, we have 


been capable of ſupplying them; and we ſeldom want 


a Demand once in three or four Years, which indeed 


proceeds from the ill OEconomy of thoſe Nations we 
ſupply; for they will not let their Corn go out of one 
Pariſh or Diſtrict into another, and therefore their Far- 
mers do not ſow more than they expect a Market for, 


and if their Crops fail, they are under a — be- 


ing ſupplied from abroad. I mention this to ſhew the 
Benefits that have accrued to this Nation by the afore- 
ſaid Bounties. | 
The Trade of a Nation is of mighty Conſequence, 
and a Thing that ought to be ſeriouſly weighed, becauſe 
the Happineſs or Misfortunes of ſo many Millions de- 
end upon it. A little Miſtake in the Beginning of an 
B may ſwell to a very great one. A Nation 
may gain vaſt Riches by Trade and Commerce, or for 
Want of due Regard and Attention, may be drained of 
them. I am the more willing to mention this, becauſe 


I am afraid the _ Circumſtance of ours carries out 


more Riches than it brings home. As there is cauſe ts 
apprehend this, ſurely it ought to be look'd into; and 
the more, fince if there bea Wound, thereare Reme- 


dies propoſed, which, if rightly applied, will make 


our Commerce flouriſh, and the Nation happy. 
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